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HEY, YOU !!! 

The deadline for the next 
issue of CLASH is: 

The 15th of July 1991 

You are requested to send 
translated (english/german) 
contributions wherever pos¬ 
sible, and it would be really 
appreciated if you could 
also do the lay-out yourself. 
Be carefull that the english 
translation is not shorter 
than the german counter¬ 
part. In english you can 
express things shorter but 
we want to do both versions 
with identical pages, other¬ 
wise we get many problems 
with printing. Thanks! 


Please send your text in 
an envelope addressed to 
CLASH, and than put that 
envelope inside another 
one and address it to: 

SLAGERZICHT 
OVERTOOM 274 
1054 BJ AMSTERDAM . 
NETHERLANDS 

(Yeah, yeah...boring! But 
we have to do something to 
justify all that money the 
state spends on their pet 
paranoids in the security 
services! And apart from 
that, Slagerzicht does have 
other users too.) 
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We are still alive...! 

We keep on expressing through writing and 
printing what we feel, think and fight for... 
We're still impressed by the growing mass 
of mail that is coming-in. Especially we 
want to thank the people who have sent 
us translated ans nicely laid-out articles. 
If this wasn't done, we possibly couldn't 
make this issue like it is now. The develop¬ 
ment of the newspaper depends on your 
active cooperation! 

In this issue you will find a lot more pro¬ 
found articles on which we found it neces¬ 
sary to write pre-faces. 

We would like to tell you, that we are 
very impressed by Angela Yvonne • Davis 
expressing how important it is to learn 
about the history of the oppression, pass- 
on this konwledge, and then to start and 
change that, what is oppressing us. 

(to be found on page no. ) 

To the use of censorship as a weapon 
against solidarity and rage. Said Dubin 
tells us about the manipulation of news 
during the war, which is still going on... 
(on page no. ) 

To the recent attck on the 'leader' of 
the National trust company of FRG, done 
by the RAF, you will find an inspiring kom- 
munique of the Red Army Fraction. 
Regardeless to the attempt of the german 
stae to criminalize the 'Clash' for printing 
authentic statements of armed struggling 
groups, it is important to spread them a- 
round and discuss the aims and points of 
view of this groups. 

Also because this is the only possibility 
for them and us together to discuss the 
similarities and differences in our struggles. 
(To the criminalisation of the 'Clash' read 
our press-statement on page ) 

Also, we think it is necessary to give pri¬ 
soners the possibility to communicate with 
lots of people. One way is to publish their 
letters, another posibility is distributing 
tapes, f.ex. the tape 'Poemas que buscan 
la luz' (on page ) or by visiting them 
or sending letters. Breakthrough the iso¬ 
lation. 


We want to start an international discus¬ 
sion, for those interested, about fighting 
for a life without oppression; such as 
capitalism, sexism, racism and all the other 
"isms" (see the article 3 to 1 on Page 
Many people and movements fighting for 
an alternative life seem to be isolated 
from one another (at least in Western 
europe). 

When becoming more conscious of our simile 
lar faults, similar conflicts and similar 
backgrounds and aims, respective cultures, 
starting points and attitudes...we might 
have the possibility to break out... 

More about international discussion and 
struggle, read Wotta Sitta on Page 
To conclude that, we can say that one 
of the main criteria for publishing informa¬ 
tions To conclude that, we can say that 
the subject mentioned before is one of 
the main criteria for publishing informations 
and that they support international discus* 
sion and struggle. 

So, when you send in material, think about 
the fact that people, (in brazil, Poland, 
holland, usa etc...) all over the world 
should be able to read and understand 
it, and don't think that's an easy task 
to handle. 



On the other hand, sometimes it's felt/ 
thought that there must be information 
printed also that doesn't fit so well with 
these criteria, but purely for the inspira¬ 
tion we get out of it and don't want to 
keep for ourselves. The material we do 
not publish, we plan either to answer or 
to distribute further on to the internatio¬ 
nal infoshops. 


Don't let these criteria stop you from 
sending in discussions papers,articles, 
press-statements, and practical typs and 

tricks.and MONEY! It's sad to conclude 

that the continuity of this project also 
depends on money. What you pay is less 
than it costs! So, with this in mind, organi¬ 
ze benefit-party's, collections, sell the 
Clash....buy it, or rob a bank and send 
it to SLAGERZICHT 
OVERTOOM Z)U 
1056 JB AMSTERDAM, Nl 
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□pen letter of the clash- working 
group of the national infoshop meetin 
in the FRG to : 

-the frg infoshops 

-the international infoshops 

-the CLASH 

Two men have made a summary of 
the diskussion on the meeting. Ue 
think it is important, to discuss 
it with a lot of people on the next 
national meeting! 


The reaction on Clash was 
varied, in the different info- 
centers, and among members 
of info-center groups, from: 
"shit" to "that's it!" 

The main argument against 
Clash, was the existence of so 
many other newspapers, who are 
able to do 
Clash's job. 

In our workshop there was a 
consensus, that other news¬ 
papers more or less "nationally" 
ditributed, can't get into 
an international discussion, 
worth discussing, only in an 
international newspaper. (The 
bi-lingual edition is very 
important for us.) 

We want an international dis¬ 
cussion, because: 

- The "revolutionary west- 
german resistance frequently 
feels itself as the center of 
the world. Many see FRG as 
EC’s ruling power and the EC 
as the new ruling power in 
the world, but instead of an¬ 
alyzing this miserable situa¬ 
tion. (This was critics, from 
italian comrades, at the inter¬ 
national squatters meeting in 
Hamburg.) In other countries, 
discussions are more analytical 
So many comrades in other 
countries, see their situa¬ 
tion much more optimisticly 
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link we can learn a lot 
from them. (It's characteristic 
that people abroad take the 
importancce of an international 
discussion for granted and 
are unconditionally forced.) 

- In FRG there are discussions, 
on which we place great import¬ 
ance, to pass on to other coun¬ 
tries. For example, in Sweden 
there's a new wave of repres¬ 
sion, and we can tell them 
about our experiences with 

refusal to give evidence." 

- The WNC article, in nr. 2, is 
for us a good example for 
international discussion: 
from other countries, we get 
new aspects to long-lasting 
discussions here. (If you 
think we'll write more about 
it, just to prevent you from 
reading yourself, you're wrong.) 

By international exchange 
we can better evaluate the 




situation in other countries, 
get new ideas, notice that 
there are thousands of highly 
imaginative actiwis, more 
jjamming locks with adhesive 
or to smash windows, and t 
are possible to do with ei 
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means for us 
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2) To translate and to send 
to Clash critics on the news¬ 
paper and single articles, for 
example: 

- One info-center mentioned, 
that the PKK-article in nr.o 
was shit, because they cooperate 
with another Kurdish organi¬ 
zation and disapprove of PKK 
politically. 

- In another town, a Kurdish 
woman had critics on the third 
(long) interview with an YJWK 
representativein nr.2, 

why didn't you interview this 
woman and send it to Clash. 

- Plenty of GDR centers re¬ 
ject Clash for the GDR article 
(Nightmare Capitalism) in nr.1 
They are fed-up by the "Besser- 
wessis" (west-germans who know 
better), teaching them the real-] 
ity of former GDR. We think, 

it will be good if 
info-shops feel responsible, 
to publi sh the ir critics in 
Clash. 
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Perhaps we can give an example by piont- 
ing out our critics on Clash: 

Many articles ha\/e a descriptive charac-lff 
er, few articles are really profound. || 
Just a heap of actions, impossible for||f 
readers abroad to understand in which ^ 
context things are discussed. Rarely dis- §p 
cussions in cities are explained, frequent-111 
ly there is a lack of introduction, to. ex¬ 
plain such a background, (for example, 
ulitant isolation, from ML, nr.1 and nr.2) 

UJe had a controversial discussion, concer¬ 
ning language. UJe noticed that there is 
an artificial incomprehensibility, only to 
conceal that there is nothing to say. 

(For example no.1 p.6: How can proletarian 
collectivity, and with that class-conscious¬ 
ly ness, class-solidarity, proletarian interna¬ 
tionalism and anti-imperialism, with other 
words, revolutionary counter-force be 
constructed and developed?) On the other 
side, conprehensibility must not be more 
important than contents. In Italy, there 
is a more evaluated discussion that here, 
therefor they use a "diffcult language, 
(for example, the "Brigate Rosse" quotati¬ 
on in no.O's editorial) If particiular expres¬ 
sions mirror a discussion, for an internati¬ 
onal exchange, it is absolutly necessary V, 
to impart this discussin. & 

O.K., we think this is enough at first, 
so that you can meke up your mind. Ue 
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v =. discussion which 

This article «P r es«tS (iaction o£ clash, 
has been held b, cJ . itics from _the 

As a reaction o ® Meeting and the 

International Info P also abo ut self 

FRG Infoshopmeetingeditorial of 

Crit i Ci r 2 - tSs ^wed only PO-- V s e going . 

Clash no 2 , tni well a ii is g 

only hhlf the truth. 

The most important thing^n^ supported 

f,; international infoshops * 


The most " is now, isn’t supyu*~~ 

newspaper, as it 1 . in f 0 shops. There 

“ all the l"« r ” at t “ i„f oaholS ■•'b f" " 
are peoP le . in ? spons abilitJ for the 
feel Poll" 1 ^ 1 "Tm- On one hand thrs 
newspaper m this h articles 

Tas to do whit critics, W afe too 

aren’t profound enough and t^ ^ In 

less discussionpapers p^ ^ reader s, the 

fact this is a c articles in Clash 

lack of depth i" h f e discussi0 n and depth 

^radical 

Another teason why P P contents of 

selve responsible tor^ ^ of interest m 

Clash has to do because they 

a project like Clash. Not exchange ex- 

don't think it's rX “om other countries, 
periences with P e °^ k it ' s more important 
but because they think ^ direct su r- 
to create better iroot^, village, town) . 

roundings•(neig tbat the radical 

a reason for thi Nort h-west europe 

left wing movemen moment. It 1S 

isn’t very strong at the m by 

isolated and thi. ha. « h be groups in our 
getting into co disC uss with the 

own surroundings^ T ther the concret 

and to try to tackle g con frented with 

rtS'dan, fe F . «. - 

rt 8 heTop5-ho°are sbu gg lin g *« ^ 
rents. 


r rhe building up of 

Within this context t h upon as 

international contactS t _ on ^ our 

an escape, a fak nQt so mu ch impo 

blems. Like, we are people, in 

tance, let’s search for ° ^ the sa me 

other countries, tQ preten d in this 

^"Ihaf-eLre a sirens movement. 

Actually this. ««^“itelt'^fifS) 
SiSefedU of --- _ terd „ 
people oho ^f&Jerent methods 

politi- cal -f S th ° e f mfmenfwe’ 
problems. At tn coherence and the 

tior/bCeen differ*^thing with 

-* resolve our’pro- 

know how to on, °r ” h “ pl ve this in 

have to ^resSta in To 1 " 8 

dividually. wave the preten 

«“ kd r%atriarchal, Sth 

he anti- patr ^ wayS o£ dealing^ ^ 

^chother’ personally of “ n ^ bad world 

eachother v g in t he big read 

dif ae(for more notes on thi • 
outside, fto tic ieO 

the three to one 





We (the redaction of Clash), think that 
building up an international network does 
not have to signify an escape, but in a 
way can contribute to break trough this 
being concentrated or ourselves. 

We think it's important tp exchange expe¬ 
riences with people from other countries. 
On one hand to get power and inspiration 
of actions which take place, how people 
live together or organize themselves and 
discuss with eachother. 

we also need this experiences te get clear 
our own position in a broader way. This is 
about bringing our own problems down to 
the right proportions and to look beyond 
our noses. The fact that for example in a 
county as the Netherlands it is still pos¬ 
sible to squat houses,_makes that the au¬ 
tonomous scene there insn't occupied with 
items as the struggle for lower rents. 
While in other counties thig simply is 
necessary. An other example is that we 
in general, take the liberty to go by 
the problems which immigrants have to deal 
with in several countries, just because 
we don't see them as our problems. We can 
learn from experiences in other countries, 
for example Italy where people squat hous¬ 
es, together with immigrants and try to 
work together. 
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On the other hand there's the differences 
in how people in different countries deal 
with discussions, on which level they talk 
to eachother. In some countries the dis¬ 
cussions are on a higher level than in 
others. Our conceptions ideas, attitudes 
and points of vieuw are determined by the 
places we grew up and live nowadays. An 
international discussion (on how to orga¬ 
nize our struggles) confronts us with more 
different points of vieuw, which can lead 
to new insights an opinions. This could 
also bring the discussions at home on an¬ 
other level. 


Finally we need to work as well on local, 
national as on international levels. Wor¬ 
king on better roots in your neighbourhood 
isn't the opposite of building up inter¬ 
national networks. In fact this different 
ways of working are complementary to one 
another. 

The fact that different forms of organisa¬ 
tion or struggles seem to have nothing to 
do with eachother or are working against 
eachother, has to do a lot with the fact 
that we know so little of one another and 
of our history. In this, as we see it, the 
Clash dan have a function by publishing 
articles about various forms of struggles 
and actoins and their backgrounds. Hereby 
the experriences gained within several 
movements won't get lost. What's happening 
at this moment in places all over the 
world is part of our history and we should 
not let them steal this from us. 

The official writing of history shows many 
white spots where the stories of strugg¬ 
ling people are eliminated. This is a 
weapon in the hands'of those in power, who 
have an interest in falsifying history, 
whatever remains we get get on our plates, 
chopped in tiny pieces. In tis way the 
connections between all forms of struggle 
against oppression an exploitation get 
lost and the continuity of these struggles 
are denied. 


So far for our discussion. We realize that 
this report isn't a self-contained unit 
and that there's still a lot to say. With 
this report we want to throw open the 
discussion, so; send in your questions, 
remarks, amplifications and critics! 
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at the latest, since 23-1-91, there's a 
police investigation on § 129a and § 90a 
( calumination of the state) against issue 
no.1 of 1 the Clash'- newspaper from/for 
the resistance in europe- this investiga¬ 
tion has to do with the publication of 
the RAF- declaration on the attack against 
state secretary Neusel and also with the 
publication of a letter from the RAF about 
the criminal constructions against the 
Hafenstrasse in Hamburg ( on § 129a) and 
then there's a photograph of a wall-pain¬ 
ting about the stammheim-murders in 1977 
( * 90a). 

we did expect that sooner or later they 
would try to criminalize 'Clash 1 . It seems 
logical to us that a first step in this 
direction takes place in the FRG with 
it's "GroB-deutschland"-delusion. 

The history of the FRG shows a long tradi¬ 
tion in eliminating other opinions, of the 
state; from the burning of books during 
the Nazi-fascism, up till the numerous 
prohibitions of political manifestations 
and newspapers nowadays, by the means 
of § 129a. 

Now, let us rather talk about ourselves, 
because the real motive for criminalisation 
is that they won't have a europe of soli¬ 
darity and resistance. 

The Clash exists since the summer of 1990, 
since then three issues have been publi¬ 
shed. The newspaper is published in two 
languages; german and english, and is put 
together and discussed by people from 
several european country's. It is distribu¬ 
ted in europe and in other parts of the 
world. The project originates from the 
necessity to organize ourselves internatio¬ 
nally because only in this way we have 
a chance to stand against the cops, big 
shots and the military who work together, 
across the borders, on our europe against 
consumption, exploitation and the aliena¬ 
tion of people from eachother. The paper 
has several aims; firstly an european (and 
international) exchange of information 
on struggles, actions and discussions. 
Besides this, the building-up of internatio¬ 
nal discussions on fundamental and present 
questions and destinations. In this way 
Clash wants to be or become one means 
out of (out of hopefully soon many more) 
in order that we will be able to pursue 
europeanwide common aims and to act 
together, 'we' points at all people and 
groups who fight for a life without exploi¬ 
tation and oppression, without racism, 
sexism, alienation and without exploitation 
and destruction of nature. This includes 
also armed guerilla organisations as f.ex. 
the Red Army Fraction (RAF). 

To break (through) the media power of 
the rulling class is also an aim. Especially 
after the media- agitation and reports 
full of lies on the Gulf-UJar, this is needed 
more than ever. So far for us and the 
aims of the clash. 


To the investigation on § 129a. 

That the criminal investigation departments 
take the RAF-declarations to criminaliye 
us, doesn't come as a surprise. Since more 
than 20 years they bomb the heads of 
people with their "terrorists-agitation". 
Hereby they created themselves a founda¬ 
tion of hysteria and prejutice against 
all so-called terrorists, which they use 
again and again to take, action against 
struggling people and their structures. 
The yet criminalized RAF- text and the 
wall-printing in the hafenstrasse are part 
of our discussions. The RAF action against 
Neusel was an expression of international 
solidarity, because it aimed directly at 
the support of the hungerstrike of the 
Spanish revolutionary prisoners from GRAPO 
and PCE(r) for their regroupement. This 
hungerstrike was at that moment in it's 
seventh month, one prisoner Jos6 Manuel 
Sevillano was already killed. The Spanish 
PSOE government could only carry out 
their merciless hard behaviour in this 
clash, because of the backing of the euro¬ 
pean TREVI conference. 

The second ground for the publication 
of this declaration is that the RAF express 
in it their intention to come to a common 
destination and the working together of 
all struggles for freedom, and that they 
with this also adress and discuss the 
struggles of the resistance. 

To the letter to the women and men from 
the hafenstrasse; the existence of this 
letter has been hushed-up persistently 
by the official media, exactly because 
the comrades of the RAF make clear in 
this letter that nor Holger Deilke & Ute 
Hladki, nor Corinna Kammermeier and Karl- 
Heinz Gerum are or even have been in 
the RAF. And exactly this construction 
of lies; that these people would be RAF 
members , is used by the German federal 
prosecution as a lever for the attack 
at the people in the hafenstrasse and 
other places, (house- to house search 
in the FRG in Jan '91, as a result of the 
house-search in the hafenstrasse in May 
91). They don't want this letter to be 
known, because it makes clear that their 
assumptions are false, they criminaliye 
the publication of it by the means of 
§ 129a. § 129a is the instrument which 
the FRG-state made (for) themselves, 

to bring to silence any fundamental critics 
any revolutionary attempts or any radical 
opposition. All EC-states made themselves 
similar means as §l29a, or had to make 
themselves one, to be able to enter the 
EC. 

In April '91 the trial against Holger. Deilke 
(accused of membership of the RAF) will 
start. The trial is against Holger only, 
Ute is unable to stand trial because during 
the time she was in jail she got paraplegia 
which means she is now paralysed from 
her neck down. Cora & Kalle fortunately 
managed to keep out of the prosecutor's 
hands. When Holger will be condemned 
for RAF-membership this opens the door 
for the criminalization and prosecution 
if the people in the hafenstrasse. 


We think the letter is good because it 
shows the responsibility the comrades 
of the RAF take for the people, from the 
resistance. The distribution of this letter 
can be a concrete protection for Ute, 
Holger, Cora & Kalle and the people from 
the hafenstrasse. The more people knowing 
of this letter, the harder it will be to 
condemn the people affected, for member¬ 
ship of the RAF. The publication of this 
letter was an obvious thing to do! 

The wall- painting in the hafenstrasse 
with which we laid-out the RAF letter 
concerning the hafenstrasse hits them 
right in an open wound in their history. 
In 1977 they killed U prisoners from the 
guerilla in the jail of stammheim and up 
till now they didn't succeed in turning 
this stammheim-murders into suicides. And 
right now, in their Great-germany-fever 
and delusion, they try again to wipe out 
the true story of the resistance and espe¬ 
cially 1977, and to push through their 
propaganda-lies, as history. 

We will go on printing declarations and 
texts from militant & armed groups, also 
in the FRG. We want to discuss our aims 
and practice also with them, as with all 
radical left groups. The discussion with 
the comrades of armed groups is more 
difficult than with others. Written commu¬ 
nication is the only way for an open and 
broad discussion. 

We also see the § 129a-investigation as 
an attack on the attempt to build up an 
european (international) organisation. This 
attack is not the only one. 

The rulling class is being very sensitive 
on every attempt of organisation against 
their europe '92. 

Some examples: 

UK - The Anti-Poll-Tax demo in London, 
Oct. '90. There was a massive repression 
against the international demo-participa¬ 
tion. Many comrades were observed from 
the moment they set foot in england. This 
observation went on as long as they were 
there. After the demo a lot of foreign 
demo-participants got arrested and sent 
to jail. In the UK as well as in the Nether¬ 
lands a big poress-hunt started right away. 
The foreign demo-participants were called 
"euro-terrorists". Foreign comrades, who 
took care of the prisoners had to change 
their sleeping-places every day. The hous¬ 
es in which they slept were frequently 
attacked by the cops, (for coloured people 
this kind of repression belongs to their 
day-to-day life, the only hew thing about 
it, is that they now use it against white 
foreign demo-participants). 

The Netherlands. - two days after the 
Anti-Poll-Tax demo in London, the reactio¬ 
nary newspaper "De Telegraaf" launched 
the first publication of an internal CRI- 
report (CRI- the Dutch FBI). Just like Scot¬ 
land Yard in england the CRI saw the ar¬ 
rest of Dutch, French and Italian demon¬ 
strators, as an evidence for the new wor¬ 
king-together of 'european anarchists'. 
Additional for this evidence would be the 
printing of ar. appeal to go to the Anti- 
Poll-Tax demo in Dutch anarchist newspa¬ 
pers, and also the collecting of money 
for the support of the people under arrest. 
All this was only the immediate cause for 
the pigs to let leak-out this CRI-report 
to the press. In the report Dutch police 
specialists state Dutch activists are sup¬ 
porting the ETA, in connection to a line 
of ETA-attacks at Spanish state depart¬ 
ments in Den Haag (The Hague) & Amster- 





dam in '89/'90. There would be an attempt 
to create a new european terror-organi¬ 
zation, by means of illegal activism and 
international solidarity-actions to sabotage 
the europe '92-concept. According to the 
Cfa this concerns squatters, RARA and 
anti-apartheids-activists- organisations 
together with foreign terror-groups. More 
precise information on this report isn't 
available at the moment. 


FRG- Two months later (dec.’90) the bour¬ 
geois paper "Die UJelt" published a report 
of the German state security service Colo¬ 
gne, which says that the international 
infoshops serve to coordinate demo's and 
political initiatives which end in violence. 
At bigger political initiatives, the info- 
shops are mobilizing internationally. The 
German state security service speaksof 
international working-together. 


In the grounds for the § 129a-investigation 
Clash' is described as a clandestine news¬ 
paper, but we don't struggle underground, 
we are organized as international info- 
shops in several european country's. 

By means of the repression they want 
to force us underground in an attempt 
to isolate us. This they withhold, just 
like their illegal investigation methods. 
Like, for instance, the incredible extent 
of telephone- and rooms- buggings, and 
the observation of persons againstwhom 
there are no charges. 

During the international infoshop-meeting, 
in Amsterdam Jan'91, they broke into cars 
of comrades and stole also personal.things 
like a bag and spectacles. This develop¬ 
ment; the fact that they mark people 
as 'illegal' and that they try to pick them 
out and put them in prison, has t^be 
stopped.^HBB||fiESjSHMflH3HSBMj 
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we request all people who feel solidarity 
with us, to support us politically. Distribu¬ 
te the 'Clash', distribute the RAF-letter 
o^th^hafenstrasse'jhowyoursoUdarity! 

The things which are true will be written, 
printed & distributed also in future! 

Fight t he censorship against left-publica- 
tiorcsl^fl 
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uesday 8 tn January fascist ^groups 
and ONNED (New Democracy - ruling party's 
youth group) attacked schools in different 
parts of the country. -In Pastas some teach¬ 
ers and parents came to help the students 
and a teacher, NIKOS TEMPOMERAS, was 
killed. Later appeared he was murdered 
by three men, who few years ago were 
close cooperators of the now prime-minister 
Mitsotakis. All three of them are arrested,, 
but one of them 'six days later. The TV 
initially blamed "anarchists" but the truth 
spread quickly. Teachers across Greece 
went on strike and the occupations streng¬ 
thened once more. The education minister 
resigned. His successor "withdrew" the pro- 
Lis and called fnr t.« 


On Thursday 10th January there was a huge 
demonstration in central Athens. State i 
murder must be resisted and popular anger | 
was unloaded with Molotovs and stones, 
□monia-sqare, one of the main squares 
in Athens, was occupied. The police replied i 
with teargas and choking gas irrespective 1 
of what was happening. Then for some rea¬ 
son the police fired a gas cannister into 
a bookshop on Panepistimiou-street, near 
Dmonia-sqare, setting fire to a neighbour 
cloth shop and the first and second floor. 
In the building 4 people died of suffocation, 
an autopsy report says that one of them 
was beaten to death, i.e. he did not die 
becouse of the fire. The press blamed "an¬ 
archists" once more, but the shopowner 
and two others have testified that it was 
the police. To cover-up bhe dead budy 
that was already there? The fire-brigade, 
whilst trying to put. out the fire without 
success and saving the people out of the 
building, was bombed with teargas from 
the police and had great difficulties: one 
'fireman was brought to the hospital for 
teargas-treatment. 
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sion street (where is the Polytechnic) and 
buses were used to block off the roads 
and set alight.. At five o'clock in the mor¬ 
ning they made a final assault on the Poly¬ 
technic, firing gas from nearby buildings 
I and setting the deans office alight before 
| withdrawing, two people were arrested but 
hundreds were injured. Cop casualties were 
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Friday 11th January 4 pmT 
Everyone is still awake (and lots who are 
politically dormant) assemble around to 
march to parliament. PASOK (socialist party) 
parasites in ties or high heels are jeered 
what are they doing here? Trying to gain 
some political capital, but the events of 
last night show that it is not a day for 
vote-catching. As the marchers head back 
to the Polytechnic, they pass a "New Demo¬ 
cracy" off ice...It is no supprise what happe¬ 
ned. It was burnt out. The only question 
is by who? New Democracy immediately pro¬ 
tested that hey had not done it themsel¬ 
ves, but perhaps they protested too much! 
They had emtied it a few hours beforehand, 
although it would not take a genius 
to work out which building might get burnt 
down. The firemen took a while to arrive, 
but perhaps, again, they saw no reason 
to hurry. 
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Again the gas, barricades, Molotovs, cars 
burnt out and more damage - banks and 
state buildings trashed and emtied into 
burning barricades. A long lull in the figh¬ 
ting and some shops were looted - but 
only a few. . 

It quietened down at around 7 am. About 
50 people were arrested, some of them, 
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[ Why? Ordinary people are good 
targets for the Greek police '- at least 
i they do not fight back - and if anarchists 
lean be blamed... 

The flames from the burning building and 
the indiscriminated gassing stirred up the 
| demonstrators' anger further. For the next 
j 1 2 hours the police attempted to gas people 
I off the streets around the Polytechnic 
attempts fought off with stone, Molotovs 
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Saturday 12th January - iu am.--- 

The cops again attempted to take the Poly¬ 
technic. and fail again. A planned Anti- , 
liter demonstration declares "the war has 
■iready started, here, in Athens" Across 
reece other actions have taken place, 
n Thessaloniki however, the police stormed 
he university. In Patras there was rioting 
and in Chania (Crete) a demonstration of 
Ton marched unopposed into the prefectu¬ 
re. All oyer Greece the occupations conti- 
lue to challenge state power - a challenge 
-hat so far neither the politicians not 
L!£_ cops can crush 





What happcnes? in the next few weeks, 
remmains to be seen. Qn Sunday afternoon 
the Greek flag flew at half-mast on the 
Polytechnic. Above it - a red and a black 
flag. 


Monday 14th January 1991 
twentytwo people had to apear before the 
Prosecutor, amongst them pupils and stu¬ 
dents. The accusations are: mutinee, illegal 
construction, possession and use of explo¬ 
sives and blocking the traffic. Some are 
accused of injuring the cops. 

Pepresentatives of the Students union(EFEE) 
and of the sqatting committees of the Poli- 
technic demanded the immidiate release 
of all of them, becouse they said the arres¬ 
ted people had no relation at all with pro- 
vocational events that happened and that 
the arrests were subject only to testimo¬ 
nies of the police, with out any other wit¬ 
nesses. Also the Euro-parliament member 
Dimitris Dessylas appeared before the pro¬ 



secutor and said that "there are murderers 
who walk around unarrested..." like those 
who killed teacher Temponeras in Patras 
and the police arrests the student; you 
will understand that this will cause justified 
reactions". In the meantime the arrested 
students had waited 7 hours with handcuffs 
on, heavily guarded and many of them had 
injuries, especially in the face. The arrested 
students declared that they were just trying 
to get away from the teargas. The ages 
of the arrested vary from 17 to 25. The 
same day 8 other people were arrested 
but they were set free the same night, be¬ 
couse they were under 14. Later that night 
about 150 people had gathered in front af 
the buildings where the students are held, 
to protest against their continuing custody, 
the prisoners were beaten by the policemen 
forcing them to shout :"Long live Melistas" 

C he cop who on 17/11/85 murdered 15 yrs 
.old Kaltezas). 


Thursday 17th January 1991 
Seven of the 22 arrested were leleased, 
but on an 100.000 drachmas bail. They are 
not allowed to leave the country and have 
to report two times a month in the police- 
station in the neighbourhood. 


further...the teargas that has been used 
appears to be of a kind that is so dange¬ 
rous, that an overdose "can cause serious 
illness or death" as it is written on the 
cannister. The scientific division of the 
Greece Union of Hospial Doctors has disco¬ 
vered that it contains the same texic gas 
the Israelis use against the Palestinians 
and it causes death of the emferyo in preg¬ 
nant women, can cause paralyses and spas- 
ticy, breath problems and skin diseases 
The Greek newspapaers write about the 
chemical war in the city" and the hospitals 
were filled with more than 150 people who 
suffered gas and injuries from beating-up. 
Wednesday 23rd January 1991 
There are still some schools occupied, all 
the university schools in Athens are still 
occupied. 
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INFOS AND ARTICLES FROM OSLO, NORWAY 


Global Apartheid 


To reach a real and consequent protection of the environment, the struggle for the environment has to be 
antifascist, and to reach a real and consequent antifascism the antifascist struggle has to be understood 
m a third world perspective. These two struggles are bound together with the perspective of women and 
equality of the sexes. These three struggles depend on each other, none of them can acheive their aims as 
long as todays global economic system persists. 



The current economic system., 
has a long and bloody history, 
inherited from the time of the 
colonial empires, the slave trade, 
slavery itself, and the 
exploitation of people from 
three continents, Africa, Asia 
and America. Colonialism today 
works on a larger scale than 
ever. In our days it is far more 
scheming, mostly because of 
the third world countries new 
independence from the old 
colonial powers, 

499 years ago Colombus 
..discovered" the American 
continent. Besides bringing 
syphilis to Europe, his 
..discovery" was the 
introduction of a gruesome rape 
of the American continent. The 
ships that followed the voyage 
of Colombus, started a massive 
extermination of the Native 
Americans and exploitation of 
the environmental resources. 

In1500, 8 years after Columbus's 
..discovery", Brazil was ..discovered" by 
the Portuguese Alvares Cabral. In the 
beginning of the 16th century the 
extermination of the Aztecs in Mexico 
started. During a period of 30 years the 
Aztec Indian population in Mexico was 
reduced from 26 million to 6 million. The 
same thing happened in Brazil. At the time 
when Spanish and Portuguese conquistadors 
started their quest for gold, there was a 
population of 1 million inhabiting the 
Amazon. Today, only 25.000 are left. In 
Uruguay all the natives were killed during 
the first colonization. The same thing 
happened to the population of Argentina, 
where all the Indians were massacred within 
a few years. 

Furthermore, the Europeans invaded 
North America, where they followed the 
pattern of the other continents they 
conquered. During the 17th and the 18th 
century the Europeans pushed further and 
further into native territories. This happened 
in many ways. The Indians were eliminated 
simply because they were in the way. They 
were looked upon as animals just like the 
Africans, and Indians were often killed for 
sport Other times the whites made peace 
treaties with the Indians, which were broken 

U 


by the whites as it suited them. The Indians 
weaponry was inferior to the Europeans 
murdermachines, and hundreds of thousands 
of Indians were killed. The native people 
were forced off the land where they had 
been living for thousands of years. The last 
great battles between the European settlers 
and the native resistance took place at the 
end of the 19th century. The Indians fought 
a desperate war against the imperialists. 
One by one the first nations of the American 
continent suffered defeat and extermination. 
The remaining Indians of today live in the 
last reservations, still under the threat of 
annihilation by the American and Canadian 
governments. 

In the 15th century the plundering of 
India started by the European countries, led 
by England. In 1600 the British East-Indian 
Company was established. In 1454 the Pope 
declared the west-coast of Africa to be the 
property of the state of Portugal, and in 1500 
they found out what to use die African 
population for. Slavery became a popular 
and lucrative trade, starting off a large scale 
import of Africans to America, India and 
Europe. Only from the west-coast of Africa 
20Q million young and healthy men and 
women died during the slave trade. 9 million 


died during the transport from 
West-Africa to English India. 

European Torture 

The imperialist powers, 
..explorers" and traders of 
Europe started an organized a 
vehement plundering and 
colonization of Asia, America 
and Africa. The splitting-up of 
Africa was swiftly done, with 
divider and ruler on the 
ordinance map, upon the 
decisive table of the European 
general staffs. Ethnic and natural 
borders made by Africas 
legitimate population were 
given no regards. Africa was 
divided into Spanish Africa, 
Portuguese Africa, English 
Africa, German Congo, French 
Congo etc. The occupation of 
South-Africa and the 
extermination of the black 
population was started by Dutch 
colonists. The European 
colonial powers literally stole entire 
continents and shared the profits among 
themselves. 

To effectively exploit their occupied 
territories the colonists crushed the highly 
developed and democratic societies which 
existed in Africa at that time. By force, they 
converted the Africans to the .humane" 
Christian doctrine, and introduced special 
European methods of punishment and 
torture. For instance the Belgians cut the 
hands off the children to teach them not to 
steal, and cut the feet off the slaves by the 
instep, to prevent them from escaping. The 
French introduced the electric shock in the 
1800's. Different methods of torture were 
often carried out just for fun. The colonists 
introduced pure fascism, European 
conditions and ideas on the three colonized 
continents. 

The colonist powers exterminated the 
social and economic structures in the 
individual countries, to achieve total control 
over the population, the slave trade and to 
effectively exploit thegroundof theirnewly 
obtained territories. The European culture 
and economy was built upon the plundering 
and impoverishment of what is today called 
the third world. The riches literally floated 






from the colonies to Europe. In Europe 
cathedrals, castles and churches for the upper 
class were built upon the slave trade and the 
colonization of the continents. _ 

Theft 

The flow solely from Africa to Europe in the 
first 70 years of this century, is calculated to 
over US$300billions. In addition comes the 
profits from Asia and Latin-America. Today 
the total of the third world countries' foreign 
depts is more than U.S.$1100 billions, in 
addition to the flow of riches from the 
..developing" countries (d-countries) to the 
industry countries (i-countries) through the 
multi-national companies. In the wake of 
this it all led to ruthless exploitation and 
exhaustion of the natural resources. 

Already in the earliest colonies, the 
colonial powers started the forceful 
specialization of the production of raw 
materials to gold, diamonds, copper, coffee, 
sugar etc. This leads to mono-culture in the 
economic basis. The consequences of this 
can be seen today, as the deforesting and 
expanding of the deserts. The 3rd world 
countries are forced to produce to fit the 
needs of the i-countries. 

The western way of life gives the 
impression that the d-countries always have 
been poor, and probably always will be, as 
some law of nature. This is not true! They 
have been made poor! When the colonist 
powers officially withdrew from the 
colonies, they left behind ahnostl00% 
illiteracy (fx in Algeria the rate of illiteracy 
was at 98% when the french left the country) 
All the original population had built up of 
schools, universities and culture on the 
different continents had been destroyed by 
the colonial powers. They left behind a 
european culture based upon torture, 
plundering, genocide, deliberate economic 
misrule and exploitation of the basis of 
existence. 

Today there are fights for freedom all 
over the world. The ethnic populations and 
the different people of the world are fighting 
intensely against economic misrule, 
environmental destruction, occupation and 
multi national companies deforesting the 
rain forest, damming rivers, and industrial 
development. 

The genocides in the bloody history of 
colonialism and the plundering of the d- 
countries continues to this day. Africa is 
made totally dependent on western industry 
and politics. 

Genocide and Deforestation 

Genocide and imperialism in our time is still 
under the management of the western world. 
France carries out tests of nuclear demolition 
in the Pacific, bringing terminal destruction 
and obliteration to archipelagos which have 


been inhabited for hundreds of years, USA 
is doing the same in the Nevada desert and 
so is the USSR on Novaja Semlja. Both are 
running military nuclear activity in the 
Pacific Ocean. It doesn't matter, the issues 
are hushed down or ..forgotten" by the 
western media. 

In India 2 million people will be 
banished from their land because of the 
Narmada-dammingprojeet where , among 
others, Norwegian capital interests are active 
ushers. Over 3000 dams and pools will be 
developed. 

Military Power 

Over the entire globe massive deforesting is 
being carried out Brazil, Ecuador, Costa 
Rica, Thailand, Burma, USA ( where the 
redwoods are in danger of total annihilation), 
Africa etc. In all the countries the natives 
and the environmentalist organizations 
struggle against the plundering. And in all 
of the countries they are brutally and 
cynically forced back with military power. 
In Brazil along with others Amnesty 
International documentates organized 
extermination of the Indians. There has been 
officially established a bounty on those who 
resist the devastation of the forests, for 
instance trade union officials and 
environmentalist activists. Children and 
adults are killed. Helicopters and airplanes 
drop firebombs at native villages in the 
rainforests. In 1987 40,000 goldminers 
invaded the land of the Yanomani-Indians 
in northern Brazil. As a result of this intrusion 
1500 of 9000 Indians have died. The 
goldminers have builtmore than 120airstrips 
in the rainforest. In Costa Rica the 
government is building powerplants on the 
natives rightful land and denying that there 
is anything such as a native population. 

The same thing happens in Asia, in 
Indo-China 650 million hectares of land are 
uncultivable as a result of the deforestation. 
The rainforest is several thousand years old, 
and if it is cut down the ground isn't arable 
for more than 2-4 years. A primeval forest 

cannotbere-planted. If thecutting continues 

in Indo-China, 80% of the world's last Teak 
forest will be gone in 2 years. Here invaders 
once again ask for military help when the 
natives protest. 

Invasions 

Europe and the USA have carried out a great 
many invasions in the third world, with the 
usual following massacres and genocides 
mainly for the control of oil and economics, 
usually under the pretext „in fear of world 
communism" (and of fundamentalist 
Muslims). To mention a few: Panama (last 
time just before Christmas in 1989), 
Nicaragua, Vietnam, Cambodia, Cuba, 
Angola, Mexico and now Iraq. Furthermore 


come USA s and Europe's puppetregimes: 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Brazil, Argentina, 
Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Gabon (in Africa, 
France sent military troops earlier last year) 
etc, etc. 

Apartheid 

By following the main lines through the 
colonial history one can see how the global 
economic system functions today. One can 
see that it is based on a massive plundering 
of the d-countries which began 500 years 
ago, and continues today on an even greater 
scale. The global economical and political 
exploitation system can be described if we 
make our point of departure the apartheid 
state of South-Africa. 

•South-Africa functions as 
institutionalised racism, the white minority 
oppresses the great black majority. 

•The white government and capital 
powers have introduced the Bantustans, or 
Homelandsystem, which results in white 
minority owning 87 % of the land. The 
black majority are deported and forced into 
reservations called Homelands, which have 
poor and dried-out soil. An example is the 
Qwa Qwa-reservation which at the start of 
the century was documented as not being 
able to support5000people, the area simply 
wasn't big enough. Today 50 000 live in 
this reservation. 

•Hundreds of thousands of people have 
been driven from their rightful land. 

•The working power is mainly based 
on women, elders, and children. This comes 
as a result of the men being forced to do 
slavelabour in the mines of whites. 

•The Homelandsystem and the 
overpopulation that are a result of this leads 
to exhausted and dried up soil, and the hunt 
for firewood leads to deforestation. 

•The big companies use ruthless 
exploitation in their hunt for gold, diamonds 
and coal. This has lead to and still leads to 
onemindedness and mono-culture in the 
economic basis. The mining companies can 
go on totally without restrictions and profit 
on cheap labour done by the Native African 
workers. 

•The justice system of South-Africa is 
designed by, and serves, the white minority. 

In other words it only works for them. 85% 
of the native Africans taken to court don't 
receive legal assistance and have in reality 
no aid by a lawyer. 

•It is stated by law that the blacks shall 
not make as much money as the whites. 

In this way, helped by the big companies 
and the ownership conditions, the black 
population is made dependent on the whites. 
The black people are thereby forced to 
destroy their own land. They are forced to 
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work in the factories and mines owned by 
whites to be able to make a living. All riots 
are struck down by marshal laws, 
deathsquads, security police, torture and 
massacres. All of them being good old and 
sound colonial methods. 

Divide and Conquer I 

Social uproars, murders, and torture done 
by both police and military is by the whites 
described and laid forth as tribal conflicts. 
The whites own all the land, the blacks are 
deported to reservations, established by the 
white govemment.“Make your own 
democracy in your own land", say the white 
rulers. ..Create your own judicial system, 
your own towns and factories, make your 
own money. We have made our democracy 
and judicial system. You have to create 
yours." Here lies the basis of what is the 
problem in the global economic order: It's 
not possible for the black majority in South- 
Africa to establish their own ..democracy" 
and „ judicial system" like the ones we so 
blindly believe in in the western world, they 
are also made dependent on the economical 
exploitation system. They have inherited all 
the wars the white colonial powers have 
created. 

The white minority practices a 
conscious divide and conquer policy to break 
all resistance and attempts for revolution. 
Apart from making disputes between black 
groups by killing black people to incinerate 
tribal conflicts (as we have seen much of the 
last year), the white rulers have established 
a black middleclass society . A part of the 
black population earns more, they get better 
jobs which make them able to buy better 
cars and more food, and they get better 
positions in the hierarchy. 

An Old Method 

Divide and conquer tactics have been used 
frequently by rulers and conquerors 
throughout the history. In concentration 
camps during the second world war this 
method was often used: Some prisoners got 
privileges, for instance more food than the 
others, a better bed or warmer clothing. 
Thereby one had created a middleclass, 
which caused a division between the 
prisoners. It provided an effective stop for 
the prisoners' common resistance and 
solidarity. Guards andcamp authorities first 
created the classes and then set them up 
against each other. 

Global Apartheid 

The ecomomic and political order of the 
world's plundering is done systematically. 
When studying the South-African system 
one sees it functions the same way in a 
global connection. There exists an economic 
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and political dictatorship in which the north 
is the ruling minority. The white minority! 

Several African countries havebecome 
„free“ and ..independent", in the same way 
as countries in Asia and South-and Latin- 
America. But they are made dependent and 
economically governed by Europe, USA 
and Japan, the three biggest economic 
imperialist powers. 

The western countries have established 
a number of institutions to control the 
economies of the d-countries: For instance 
the Worldbank and IMF (the International 
Money Foundation) are forcing export from 
the third world. When a third world country 
takes a loan in the western banks, this 
increases the western wealth. More than 
US$130 millions ended in the western banks 
as payment on loans from Latin-America in 
the period 1985 to 1989. 

IMF and the World Bank 

The creditors force the d-countries to manage 
a tradingsurplus to pay the annual interest 
on the total debt. In 1987 the d-countries 
paid 13 billion dollars in interest, the 
tradesurplus was 7 billion dollars. The World 
Bank andIMF force the d-countries to raise 
prices on goods at home and increase the 
agricultural production for cheap export to 
industrialized countries. In other words: The 
World B arik forces the d-countries to export, 
which is increasing the production of Cash 
Crops (sugar, tea, coffee, rubber) to the 
world market. This causes the prices to 
decline, the d-countries have to produce 
more, the prices decline again, the d- 
countries have to produce even more etc., 
etc. This results in an exploitation of the 
basis of existence and an enormous inflation 
which in turn leads to higher cost of living 
for the poor population. 

In August 1990 the cost of living in 
Peru increased with400% because of raised 
taxes on social benefits and higher 
foodprices. This lead to interior commotion 
anduproars.Inmostd-countriesthe inflation 
rate is several hundred percent. 

Democracy'.Divide and Conquer II 

Most countries in the world act and are 
described as nationalstates, where some are 
represented as better than others. Countries 
in the western world represent themselves 
as better democracies. Wehave greater cars, 
better clothes, no-one starves and everybody 
can wash themselves every day. We define 
ourselves as developed and they as 
underdeveloped. This interpretation is 
sustained by the pictures we see in the media 
of starving children, war and dried-out 
land. This forms a concept in which we are 
superior and have the right to live in the a 
society of abundance, and have the right to 


live a life at the expense of three-quarters of 
the worlds' population. 

Western Know-How 

We in the north export our God given 
technology, know-how and our missionaries 
to the poor south. We believe we are 
developed and shall help d-countries 
foreward to elaboration and industrialization. 
First we plunder the countries for billions of 
dollars, then to help mend the poverty 
problem we give them development-aid. 
The whole complex of this problem is turned 
upside-down. All this help to create the 
consciousness in the western world about 
superiority and kindness as we send money 
to develop the d-countries. All this is 
covering-up the real problem: What do the 
industrialized countries live on? Who is 
supposed to leant from whom? And who is 
living civilized? 

Drawing the parallel to South-Africa 
and the Bantustianpolitics we can see that 
the white people there also use the same 
arguments. The black people are 
underdeveloped and have to be helped 
towards creating their own democracy and 
economic system within their own land 
which they have been ..granted". 

Excess Consumption 

The global economic system works in the 
same manner. As a result of this increasing 
exploitation of the third world their raw 
materials resources are being used up. This 
leads to a need to constantly intrude further 
into new and vulnerable natural resources 
such as in the Antarctis, Alaska, the rain 
forests and the Barent Sea. In genetic 
technology researchers have found the 
perfect methods to generate animals and 
plants with higher production: hormone 
growth in cattle, weed-and insecticide 
resistant plants etc. 

Our extreme excess consumption 
determines the lower consumption of the 
third world and vice versa. The enormous 
exploitation presupposes the forceful 
specialisation in extraction of raw materials 
such as gold, copper, diamonds, ores, sugar, 
cocoa, coffee, tea, opium etc. An example 
of this is that 55% of the arable land in the 
Phillipines and 80% of the land in Mauritius 
is reserved for cultivation of Cash Crops. 
The d-countries are made totally dependent 
on the western worlds' capital. The 
multinational companies are controlling the 
world economy. 

Nevertheless countries in the third 
world are told to create their own democracy 
and economic system, at the same time as 
the borders to the western world are closed 
for immigration from the third world. 
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EEC: The Rich Minority 

When we take a look at the South-African 
model, we can see that the EEC is one of the 
largest exploitersof the thirdworld countries. 
The EEC is a rich minority that survives on 
theft from the poor majority, these are the 
basic rules of the apartheid system. 

The US A is about to lose its position as 
an economic and political superpower. The 
EEC's income from the third world is twice 
as large as the USA's income. The multi¬ 
national companies on which the EEC is 
built (where Phillips has got the most power) 
are closely involved with the World Bank 
and the IMF's exploitation of the poor 
countries. EEC plays an active role in the 
extermination of the rain-forest, and has 
given large loans to multi-national 
companies projects in Brazil. The iron ore 
mine building project in Carajas in the 
Amazon has received a loan of US$ 250 
million from the EEC. Each year 15.000 
square kilometers of rain forest is cut down 
to supply the EEC with iron ore. 

In Brazil the forest is cut down to make 
way for the multi-national companies' soya 
plantations. In Thailand the EEC supports 
the destruction of forests so that Dutch 
companies can grow tapioca In Nigeria the 
forest is cut down to clear space for cheap 
palm oil plantations for the EEC countries. 
In Guinea the EEC supports a forestal 
program with US$ 2,6 million aimed at 
increasing the EEC's timber income 4 times. 
Every year a forest area four times the size 
of Denmark is cut down. 

As a part of the EEC's exploitation of 
the third world, the big companies are forcing 
down the export prices with threats of 
restrictions on importation to the EEC 
market. The EEC has also introduced a 
number of institutions that are to secure 
control over the flow of goods, people and 
capital. 

TRE VI (the police co-operation within 
the EEC) deals with the harmonization of 
the European immigration and refugee laws 
and the control of immigrants from the third 
world. 

EEC's Imperialism 

The Italian foreign minister has proposed a 
European military force within the EEC. 
There has also come a proposal to merge the 
West-Union with a coming EEC army, in 
addition there is a proposal that each EEC 
country shall participate with 5000 mat to 
the EEC army. Ten of the EEC countries 
have already reached this point by far, as 
they have agreed upon a common foreign- 
and security policy. The EEC army will be 
able to participate direcdy in conflicts fx 
like the Gulf conflict. In other words the 
EEC army will exist as a sort of world police 
like the US Army, to protect western 


economic interests in the third world. 

The EEC is built upon a common 
currency union, EMS, where the different 
currencies will be closely tied to the German 
mark, which is the strongest currency in 
Europe (Norway is also closely attached to 
the EMS, although we aren't in the EEC). 
This will make European capital even more 
powerful than the American dollar, which 
again will mean a stronger front line against 
third world economy and greater power for 
Europe and the multi-national companies 
that the EEC is built upon. 

Immigration from the Third World 

Under the apartheid system the poor 
population of black people are denied 
positions which would enable them to have 
power or influence in society. Black people 
are in reality not allowed to have equally 
good jobs as the white people. The white 
people aredependant on cheap blacklabour. 
The system of apartheid is built upon a way 
of life, without which the system would 
collapse. 

To make the EEC efficient all European 
borders are closed. All EEC countries or 
countries that wish to become a member 
must adapt their immigration politics to the 
EEC's. The idea and the aim is that once a 
refugee or immigrant is denied access to an 
EEC country then he or she is automatically 
denied entrance to other EEC countries. 
Airlines are fined if they bring refugees 
without passports and visas in to EEC 
countries. 

The Immigration Law 

This is also the case in Norway. Here the 
government has passed laws that are closely 
adjusted to the EEC laws. Immigrants have 
in reality no rights in Norway. Each week 
tens of immigrants, refugees and people 
seeking asylum arrive at Oslo Airport (Oslo 
is the capital of Norway). Instantly they are 
put in a refugee prison which is just outside 
the airport. The prison is surrounded by a 
barbed wire fence and camera surveillance. 
Often their applications for asylum or a 
residance permit are not even dealt with by 
the authorities, an eviction order is just 
faxed over to the police and the refugees get 
thrown out of the country, even if he or she 
is trying to escape from war, dictatorship or 
poverty. 

But most of the applicants don't even 
get that far. Norwegian authorities have 
passed a law which forces immigrants/ 
refugees to apply for a vis a/residance permit 
in their home country. This is impossible in 
most cases for people who are persecuted. 
Others are stopped by the airline companies. 

Furthermore the new immigration law 
also makes it possible to evict refugees or 
immigrants who commit smaller violations 


of the law. Where a Norwegian citizen is 
fined, a foreigner is held in prison for an 
uncertain number of weeks in jail before 
being evicted from the country. Norway is 
as closed in as any „good“ EEC country. 

The poor part of the worlds population 
has no access to the rich countries, they have 
no access to jobs orinfluence.Theplundering 
of the third world countries has lead to 
enormous numbers of people looking for 
work. After being exploited in their home 
countries by the western world they are 
forced to look for work in the rich western 
countries. But here where all their riches has 
gone, they are denied entrance. 

The wealth of the western countries 
relies upon the exploitation of cheap labour 
in the 3rd world, cheap labour for the multi¬ 
national companies. Fx NIS-registrated ships 
(NIS = Norwegian International ship 
registration) employ 15.000 Phillipine 
workers at a ..flexible" and cheap price. 
Viking (aNorwegian rubberboots company) 
has their factory in Malaysia where both 
raw materials and labour are cheap. In 
Malaysia one also finds what is defined as 
stabile political conditions, i.e. the workers 
aren't allowed to organize unions or furtner 
their demands. 

The well known myth that „they“ steal 
our jobs and tax money is completely 
irrelevant both nationally and 
internationally. We have no right to close 
our borders to immigration from the third 
world. All our wealth comes from the 
exploitation of the third world. 

Increasedfight for the resources 

The North/South conflict will grow stronger 
in the coming years. If the development 
continues as it is at present, there will be a 
growing fight over natural-and raw material 
resources between the different economic 
superpowers and the third world. Natural 
catastrophes will increase, the repression in 
the third world will grow larger and in v as ions 
will become more and more necessary so 
that the west can control the economy and 
the production. 

The political and capital interests are 
encouraging more consumption in the 
western world. Energy consumption is to 
increase with 50 %. In Norway gas 
powerplants are planned to be built, instead 
of research on alternative energy forms. 
Also the use of cars is planned to increase. 
The building of a lot of highway s has started 
in Norway and Europe like the Scan-Link 
project, which is a highway that will go 
from Germany to Norway. 

The EEC will participate in making the 
North/South conflict greater. The system 
will be maintained with closed borders and 
the basis of the world economic system: 
Buying and selling. The leader of the 
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environment department of the WorldBank, 
K.W. Piddington, visited Norway in 1989. 
He admitted that the World Bank affairs are 
based on competition and the buy ing-/selling 
principle, this was to be sure that they would 
get their money back. The World Bank is 
not supposed to be any welfare organisation! 
The basic idea of the World Bank is wrong 
in itself. It presumes growing consumption 
in the west and increased exploitation of the 
third world. 

The western environmental debate is 
not very consistent and has a typically 
western perspective. It bases on collecting 
bottles and recycling paper, but it doesn't 
attack the real problem: The actual 
production of the goods is bad for the 
environment. With the growing 
industrialisation and competition, the North/ 
South conflict will increase, as well as the 


differences between the western and the 3rd 
world, and increase the global apartheid, 
exactly what is killin g the ecological balance 
on the earth. 

Apartheid is not a question about being 
good or evil, it's about economy, it's not 
possible to solve the environmental problems 
without understanding and solving the 
North/South conflict, without understanding 
that the economic system is systemised 
racism. The exploitation of the third world, 
the formation of a powerful EEC and greater 
power within multi-national companies in 
the west depends on racism. 

A consistent environmental solution 
depends on us learning from the natives. We 
have to understand that we are dependent of 
the primeval forest and the Indians in the 
Amazon, that our existence is depending on 
the peas ants in Ecuador, and that institutions 


like the EEC, the World Bank and the IMF 
and the mulitnational companies have to be 
built down. 

The people in the third world can see 
this clearly, they know they are the exploited 
part The debates about enviromental and 
rascial issues in the western world have to 
be seen from a third world perspective. The 
trade unions, the anti-racist movements and 
the environment movements must all have a 
third world perspective on their fight and 
have active contact and solidarity with 
similar organizations in the third world. The 
ruling economic system must be destroyed 
and we must fight the global apartheid. This 
requires consistent anti-racism and 
environmental struggle as well as the fight 
for the liberation of women. 


Repression in Oslo 


In the last issue of Clash we wrote about a 
boy from Blitz who was sentenced to eight 
months of prison, accused of breaking a 
bottle on a cops head at a demonstration 
outside the West-German embassy two 
years ago. The judge found thaf there was 
enough evidence to lock him up for eight 
months in spite of the fact that four witnesses 
and the accused himself claimed that he 
was innocent. This was confirmed after the 
trial, when his brother reported himself to 
the police. The four witnesses affirmed that 
he was the ..perpetrator", and the case was 
taken to The Appeals Commitee of The 
Supreme Court. The case was dismissed, 
the Supreme Court did not find any reason 
to believe that the wrong man had been 
sentenced. 

The Police Chief of Oslo, 
Willy Haugli, was the prosecutor in this 
case, and he will lose a lot of prestige if the 
sentence is changed. He demands that the 
four witnesses and the brother of the boy 
that was sentenced are to be charged for 
giving a false testemony. Willy Haugli 
thinks their testemony is a serious attack 


against police and the judicial system. 
There's a great risk that five more innocent 
people will be put in jail, just because 
Haugli wants to show his strenght against 
political activists on the left side. A 
campaign has been started to get the sentence 
changed. 

The case against Stein L. (read about it in 
Clash #2) is finished, he was sentenced to 
seven months of prison. He was i. a. accused 
for stealing a cops helmet and truncheon, 
kicking apolicedog, shouting "nazi-pig" to 
the police, spray-painting the german 
embassy, etc. The police and the media 
have been trying to frame him as the ..leader 
of Blitz" for some years, they do not want 
to admitthatamovementcanexcist without 
someone to tell everyone what to do and 
when to do it. 

Before the trial started,the 
prosecution had dropped several counts of 
the indictment, among them §140 - 
instigation of uproar. That means that none 
of the charges that gave them reason to keep 
him in custody for four weeks are left. The 


sentence can only be seen as an attack on 
Stein as a political activist, and an attempt 
to scare people from participating in 
demonstrations and other political activity. 

The anti-abortion organistaion Pro Vita tried 
toholdameetingonthe8thofMarch 1989. 
This was a provocation against all women 
and their right to deceide over their own 
bodies and lives. 

There was a demonstration, and the meeting 
was stopped with butter-acid. 

A woman, who didn't participate in the 
demonstration, has now been accused of 
leading the demonstration and throwing the 
butteracid. The trial was supposed to take 
place in February, but has been postponed. 

In the summer '88 there was a large 
demonstration against the city council of 
Oslo, where i.a. a pile driver was used 
againstthecops. Several people got arrested, 
and one person has just been released from 
jail, serving a sentence of 45 days, accused 
for violence against the police. 







... and eviction 
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Listen _- 

something 


we got 
to tell! ! ! 


The november the 2nd, 1990, we sqatted 
a house on Ozanamstreet, no. 3, in order 
to struggle against developers/specula¬ 
tion and to create initiatives bgsed on 
mutual aid, selforganisation rather than 
social work. 

□ur first desire was to live collective¬ 
ly, because, for us, it's a way to realise 
our projects. So, we set up a vegetarian/ 
vegan restaurant, MAC-NO, in a self-mana¬ 
ged structure, which proposed meals for 
a free price(everyone paid according 
to the money he get). After few weeks, 
abaut 70 to 90 people came regularly 
to eat, which means that this kind of 
structure is an actual need. Sometimes, 
we organized info-evenings on different 
themes: school education, rape, vivisec¬ 
tion, vegetarism, etc... 

Ue have been constantly oppressed by 
the developer, the townhall and their 
accomplices. Some facts: 
november,6th, 9.30AM, builders paid by 
the developers try to break the door 
with crowbars and various tool. The elec¬ 
tricity company is here too, because 
we gave them a date to connect out 
the electricity. They seize the opportuni¬ 
ty to take fuses and to cut off the gaz 
system. Their instruction is:"UJHATCH OUT 
SQUATTERS, ASK FOR A TENETCEY". 
nov. 7th, we distribute a pamphlet about 
these facts at the market place. One 
pamphlet is stuck up on our shop window, 
nov. 8th, the phone company disconect 
the line. 

nov. 9th, about 20 people occupe the 
electricity company office during two 
hours. They ask for open again the elec¬ 
tricity line and gaz pipes. No succes. 
nov. 13th, we are woken up by E.J.S.'wor¬ 
kers (private concern). The foreman tell 
us a story about groung analyse. But 
in fact, they hollow in front of our main 
door, right to the gaz pipe and electrici¬ 
ty cable. After their departure, we refill 
the holl. The following night, we build 
up a wall within our shop in order to 
protect us from a possible attack, 
nov., 14th, new attempt from E.J.S. compa¬ 
ny. This time, they hollow on the street, 
still fron/ of our house. Ue make them 


dec. 4th, other workers come around 
trying to breack the outside (on the 
street) water pipe. Two minutes later, 
they are gone... To face this constant 
pressure, we have strengthened our bar¬ 
ricades. Ue have broadly diffused infos 
in our neighbourhood, in order to break 
the silence and the fatalism of the peop¬ 
le. 

We must struggle. Struggle against the 
few developers who share the housing 
business of Lyon between them. Struggle 
against the Townhall policy which manages 
misery and overburdens poors, olds, mi¬ 
grants and young people. UJe must denoun¬ 
ce these money swindles which will eelct 
Us of our area. THE "CROIXROUSSE” IS 
NOT FOR SALE ! 


Sqatters versus Front National 


For nearly 3 weeks, tension are growing 
up beetwen fascists of the Front National 
and sqatters of Qzaname, 

The starting point is the city-town elec¬ 
tion campaign of Gollnisch (the front 
National candidat). Indeed, this fascist 
party tried to develop a hupe racist 
campaign in the "Croix-Rousse 'area, in 
which the migrant and poor population 
is important (40% are under the minimum 
wage). 

First, sqatters hunted them from the 
open market. The following days, some 
fascists started to prowl around our 
house. 

On thursday, january 24th, Le Pen came 
to lunch in "Le petit Montmartre", a res¬ 
taurant within the Croix-Rousse, very 
close to Onamanstreet (about 200 meters). 
For us, it was an actual provocation 
from this fascist leader to come in our 
area, stating that poors areas were sour¬ 
ces of terrorism... 

About 15 bodyguards blocked the "Petit 
Montmartre" street and provoked us, 
filmed us, showed us their guns. We re¬ 
acted by throwing stones...until the cops 
coming. Then, we quickly get back to 
our house, and got out one hour later, 
becouse few youngs of the area were 
calling us. After 10 minutes, the fascists 
bodyguards charged us while five CRS 
(riot cops) vans surrounded the house. 
We got enough time to get in back. We 
spent the following few hours on the 
roof, to denounce the coming of Le Pen, 
and the friendly behavior of the cops. 


In spite of the problems we met during 
the first weeks, few of our projects 
have been realized. An info-shop with 
few brochures, booklets and pamphlets 
(from various countries and french) is 
opened. A photo and a ■ musik 

practice room havtl been set up. ^ Few 
more initiatives are now going on (videos 
evening once a week, for example) and 
we work for the opening of MAC-NO a 
vegetarian restaurant, which function 
is to enable people to eat something 
else than meat, to denounce a consumpti¬ 
on system which exploits and slaughters 
millions of animals every day, which ex¬ 
ploits and starves the third world, and 
spends a lot of money for bio-technolo¬ 
gy research. 

On monday, march 11th, five days before 
the end of the "winter law" (which should 
protect us from eviction from november 
1st to march 15th), about 300 cops came 
to evict the house. It was 5.30 AM, when 
a cops sqad specially trained (RAID: used 
for example to struggle abainst terrorism) 
violently came within the house. It realy 
seemed to be a commando action, piey 
had dogs,a bomb disposal sqad, secret 
police, etc... 

This military action probably cost a lot ... 
just to evict 10 sqatters ! 

However, this kind of violent police ac¬ 
tion is, for us, a part of the fight they 
started against sqatters, here. Yet, the 
government tried to suppress the "winter 
law". For us, it means that sqatters would 
not be protected from eviction during 
the winter, and that eviction will be 
decided by the owner (rather than by 
the local*county authority) and done 
by private police (up to now, in Lyon, 
eviction are done by the police...private 
police are a lot more violent). Their ac¬ 
tion looked like a test to measure our 
resistance forces. 

The destruction of our house is the strai¬ 
ght result of the speculation policy which 
rule Lyon and the "Croix-Rousse". Housing 
policy which evict the poors from the 
inner city, and build for the rich. Housing 
policy which rules big cities throughout 
Europe. n 

The rich and the politicians of the Croix 
Rousse" area, mayors Noir and Chandelon, 
would like to hunt us from here. They 
should know that we gonna stay... 


run away... 

At 2 PM, they all come back (E.J.S., the 
electricity and gaz company with foreman, 
a sheriff's officer and a few civil cops). 

Ue were all there in Ozanamstreet, sqat¬ 
ters and speculation/renovation enemies, 
nov. 18th, we receive the eviction order 
dated from nov. 13th. 

nov. 18th, creation of the "November 
17th prisoners support comittee" (Comitfee' 
de soutien aux interpelles du 17 nov.) 
following the events of the 17th where 
2 peoples have been caught after a fight 
between cops and few young people of 
the area. 

nov. 22nd, workers and a bulldozer start 
to destroy the block of houses in which 
Onamanstreet 3 is a part of. Sqatters , 
climb up on the roof to prevent them. ^ 
From nov. 23 to 28 we distribute an info- fi 
pamphlet in the neighbourhood about ■ 
the two young sqatters who are in pri- B 
son... sometime with support sale of post- H 
.cards, warm wine, coffee... J 

nov. 29th, 10 minutes after we put a huge 
black flag on the roof, cops come. They 
want us to put it away. One hour later, j. 
2 more vans and 2 more cars of police 
come around. Ue put that flag away... 
dec. 3rd, the bulldozer come back and i 
its keys "mysteriously" disapears. After 53 
the workers promise us they go away, 
keys are found back. £ 


Since that, tensions are growing up. The cwirTED OUR HOUS, NEVER 

window of MAC-NO, our vegetarian restau- thFY STILL CAN EV1CTE 

rant, has been smashed down, tyres of THEY'LL EVICT OLJR IOC J 

our vans have been burst. ~ ^yxlINlST 

Ue remain watchfull... rnARl^ ^ 

VtSS «— «»IdlioW'TT, 


our vans have been burst, 
tiie remain watchfull... 


° Ur threat coP ? , 
m ERNAno/^S ! S ---THEY WON'T SlO^J S 

Old sqatters of Ozanamstreet ^ 


f! ash down 


/NlNlO 
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Since the annexion of the 
GDR by the FRG we 
hear alarming reports from 
the former GDR. 

In the big cities or in the 
countiyside - fascist gangs 
are terrorizing the streets. 
They are not only attack¬ 
ing centres and clubs of 
the different youth-cultures, 
but also totally unpolitical 
discos. Chibs have to 
close, the kids in the 
countiyside or in the de¬ 
solate concrete-suburbs 
have to choose either to 
hide or to join the Nazis. 

Of course, especially cen¬ 
tres and chibs of the left 
are concerned. Faced to 
that menace, many resig- 
nated. The squatted houses 
in Dresden e.g. were left 
by the squatters themselves 
because of the attacks. 

The apparently hopeless 
situation makes the politic 
of retiring understandable. 
The history of the anti¬ 
fascist struggle in Leipzig 
shows, that fascists are 
only able to obtain a real 
strength where the Left 
resignates in its own 
weakness. 



In the West, Leipzig was 
supposed to be a Fascist- 
Town, because of the na¬ 
tionalistic and fascistic 
parades during the "revo¬ 
lution" in autumn 89. A 
kind of negative myth 
existed, which gave the 
impression of only Nazis 
living in Leipzig. But 
Leipzig was a centre of 
the GDR-opposition and 
punks persecuted by the 
SED. There have always 
been people and groups 
engaged in left politics. 

During the autumn the 
right-wing-parties, from 
Kohls CDU over the 
REPs [a new right-wing- 
party] to the NPD [the 
traditional fascist-party] 
became more and more 
successful joining the 
"Monday's"-demonstrations 
[since 1989 the meetings 
of opposition in Leipzig]. 
They changed from mani¬ 
festations of real oppo¬ 
sition to "reunification- 
demonstrations", as parti¬ 
cipation became less dan¬ 
gerous. It turned out to 
be more and more difficult 
for leftist groups to ex¬ 
press their political tasks 
on these demonstrations. 
After trying to build up 
an opposition within the 
demonstrations had failed, 
they tried to express it by 
demonstrating in the other 
direction. The exulting 
crowd spit on them and 
called them "children of 
STASI" [secratary of state 
security, the GDR-observa- 
tion and oppression agen¬ 
cy]. Faced to this, they 
gave up on their counter¬ 
demonstrations. 

Another attempt aimed at 
hindering the Nazis. The 
founding party rally of the 
REPs was militantly attak- 
ked. This action was 
rather successful, but 
nevertheless the Nazis and 
their domination over the 
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streets didn't seem to be 
stopped. In this situation 
there were two "alterna¬ 
tives": either to give up or 
to snatch .away the doifii- 
nation over the streets 
from the Nazis. At this 
time more or less unorga¬ 
nized people started to 
organize themselves. Espe¬ 
cially pupils, students and 
apprentices founded the 
first anti-fascist structure, 
later called the Antifa- 
Youth-Front Leipzig [AJF, 
Antifa Jugendfront Leipzig]. 

THE FIRST STEP: 

OUT ON THE STREETS! 

In spite of all the back- 
strokes the people decided 
to go on. When Kohl de¬ 
tained a big manifestation, 
the Left (including the 
PDS) mobilized for a 
counter-action. Kohl's 
appearance was disturbed 
massively for a time. A 
mob, proded by the chan¬ 
cellor and led by militant 
Nazis, hunted the intruders 
into the university-building. 
The brutality of the exul- 
ters and the Nazi-skins 
showed many of the - so 
far non-violent - GDR- 
Leftists the necessity of 
militant resistance. At the 
time only some individual 
action took place: some 
ash-trays /flew against the 
agressors. 

THE SECOND STEP: 

STAY TOGETHER, 

DON'T RUN AWAY ! 

On the first of May 
[Middle German National- 
Democratics: Mitteldeutsche 
Nationaldemokraten], a de¬ 
partment of the NPD, or¬ 
ganizing most of the mili¬ 
tant Nazi-skins at that 
time, planned to organize 
a parade. It was decided 
not to let the Nazis take 
over this day ot the wor¬ 


king-class. The AJF Leip¬ 
zig organized a demo. 

Subsequently the place was 
supposed to be squatted. 
100-200 people stayed to¬ 
gether. The Nazis appeared 
as a close block, marching 
towards the place in arms 
- a frightening look in 
the presence of the daily 
fascist terror. As usual, 
most of the Leftist started 
to rum away. But some of 
them stayed, some came 
back and some even threw 
bottles against the Nazis. 
Others were encouraged 
and the fascists were con¬ 
fused, they only moved 
slowly. The cops went 
between both groups and 
prevented a struggle, which 
would have ended badly 
for the anti-fascists at this 
point. But it was the first 
time people didn't run 
away in the presence of a 
Nazi-attack. 

THE THIRD STEP: 
DEFEND YOURSELVES! 
STRIKE BACK! 

The predominance of the 
Nazis hadn't been stopped 
by the last step. They are 
still a danger for all the 
other youth near by dis¬ 
cos, at the station etc., 
but especially at big con¬ 
certs. One of these con¬ 
certs was the appearance 
of "The Cure", idolized by 
the GDR-Youth, in the 
Central-Stadion. But this 
time the people decided to 
prepare themselves. Driving 
guards were organized and 
they discovered a group of 
60-70 Nazis. Some people, 
not more than ten, 
brought tracer bullets 
along with them and col¬ 
lected projectiles. Then 
they attacked the Nazis. 
The fascist scene in Leip¬ 
zig never was confronted 
with opposition and they 
never expected any resis- 
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tance. The gang ran away 
in a wild flight. From now 
on it's clear participation 
in nazi-terror can damage 
the health! 

THE FOURTH STEP: 
ATTACK ! 

Encouraged by the sucess, 
united by common at¬ 
tempts to protect left- 
wing-projects and grown 
stronger by the common 
organizing, the people 
themselves started to 
attack the Nazis. On spe¬ 
cial days, e.g. after soc¬ 
cer-games, when the 
streets used to be control¬ 
led by the Nazis, leftest 
groups were present on 
the streets. Sometimes the 
Nazis were attacked at 
their meeting-points. One 
extraordinary action was 
the attack of the BILD- 
[newspaper, defending the 
German Schaferhund ... 
Annotation of the correc¬ 
tors] branch, which has 
hired Nazi-skins as armed 
guards. The skins had to 
piss off and a lot was 
destroyed inside the 
branch. 

With the background of 
these actions, the Leftists 
could proceed in a diffe¬ 
rent way, more offensively 
and self-confidently. At a 
big peace-demonstration in 
january there was a block 
of autonomes (near by 
150 people), which is quite 
a lot for Leipzig. After 
the demonstration they 
moved through the city 
centre. The concerts or¬ 
ganized by the "Reaktion"- 
collektive, knowingly orga¬ 
nized as political, non¬ 
commercial culture-events 
will go on taking place in 
future. The squatted hou¬ 
ses in Leipzig-Connewitz 
are still an aim of fascist 
attacks, but meanwhile are 
partly defended. 




Rechtsradikale in Leipzig 


The Nazis work seems to 
stagnate. In the concrete- 
suburbs, in clubs or at 
the station Nazis still 
terrorize the neighborhood, 
But for the Left, these 
are no longer "forbidden" 
areas. .Among other things, 
lots of antfascistic parols 
have been sprayed there. 

A new quality rose with 
the events in february this 
year. One weekend, the 
Nazis tried to make a pa¬ 
rade. Previousloy the Anti- 
fa had mobilized. The lar¬ 
gest part of the 100 
people taking part came 
from Leipzig. This already 
was a success. In the city 
they found 60-70 Nazis 
who were immediately at¬ 
tacked. The Nazis didn't 
defend themselves in any 
way. They run away im¬ 
mediately and left their 
slower "kameraden" to the 
anger of the anti-fascists. 

Who's familiar with the 
situation in Leipzig under¬ 
stands the people's hatred 
against the Nazis, under¬ 
stands the brutality and 
violence. This brutality is 
exactly what is necessary 
to oppose the Nazis and 
to show their danger to 
irresolute trimmers. We 
dont't want to valuate the 
actions seperatelv. But 
such a situation easily can 
lead to inner brutalization. 
Then, the violence doesn't 
hit the right ones any 
longer. We must be con¬ 


scious about this. In op¬ 
posite to the Nazis, vio¬ 
lence for us never ends in 
itself. 

Nothing is decided yet in 
Leipzig. The Leftists aren't 
forced to only defending 
themselves any longer. It 
was necessary for their 
further existance. Before 
this step hadn't been ta¬ 
ken , the situation seemed 
to be decided for the Na¬ 
zis. In other cities, where 
this step failed or hadn't 
been tried at all, the Na¬ 
zis control the streets to¬ 
day. Leipzig's Antifa wres¬ 
ted this monopoly from 
the Nazis: by fighting for 
the streets they overcame 
their own fears and made 
important experiences. 

But this struggle is only 
the precondition for the 
struggle for the people's 
hearts and minds, it can 
not replace it. The radical 
left can't stop at this first 
phase. The spaces obtained 
by fighting have to be 
used now. 

Without the uniting effect 


of the common cultures 
and structures, without 
centres like squatted hou¬ 
ses or occasions like "Re- 
aktion"-concerts, where lots 
of different people come 
together, these successes 
wouldn't have been possib¬ 
le. Now it's important to 
develope self-defence-struc¬ 
tures and, at the same 
time, to intensivite the 
political work in the quar¬ 
ters, schools and factories. 
That means, to start an 
offensive and to organize 
the own strength. 

Surely, the example of 
Leipzig couldn't be repea¬ 
ted or imitated. But it 
shows, how activities 
from the left withdraw a 
base from the Nazis. 

Many young people in the 
GDR don’t join the Nazis 
because of a fascist con¬ 
sciousness, but because it's 
"in" to oppose and be¬ 
cause the Nazis managed 
to destroy every alternative 
kind of youth-culture. 
Furthermore, the atmo¬ 
sphere in the former GDR 
is partly a rather racist 
and authoritian one. Only 
a strong Left can resist 
this. People who theoreti¬ 
cally and practically fight 
for contrary principles: 
antiracism, antisexism, anti¬ 
militarism, solidarity from 
below against exploitation 
and opression. 
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EUROPEANWIDE ACTION DAYS ON THE lOth/llth OF MAY 


1991 


Against the imperialist peace! 

we are people from the squatter 
movement and political centres 
in europe. even through we 
are divided thousands of kilo¬ 
metres, there are a lot of 
common experiences, desires 
and ideas, we are linked by. 
now we want to develop common 
steps, in our houses we have 
established the occasion for 
a culture from below, we need 
this space to develop our 
ideas of selfdetermin'ed life, 
we don't want to stay apart 
from society, but try to change 
the society out of our squats, 
the european governments have 
decided, that we shouldn't 
exist in this way any more: 
to evict all squats is one 
result of the conference of 
TREVI, which is a meeting 
of all european secretaries 
of the interior. in most of 
the westeuropean countries, 
they already started to trans¬ 
late this decision into action, 
in order to protect what they 
call "law and order" and the 
"interior harmony" 


we call for an europeanwide 
action day on lOth/llth of 
may 1991 under the slogan: 
AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST PEACE 
here in europe, in the high- 
industrialized countries, 

with its banks and trusts, 
imperialist peace means, that 
the complete social life is 
ruled by the logic of profit, 
at the same time "stronghold 
europe" shall be controlled 
and closed up against immi¬ 
grants from countries of the 
south and eastern europe. 
immigration laws and rascism 
are the means of the authori¬ 
ties to obtain this objective, 
in order to ensure their accu¬ 
mulated wealth from all over 
the world. the consequence 
i°r the exploited countries 
of the south is, that millions 
of people become worthless 
for the interests of profit 
of the ruling class, whose 
main interest of exploitation 
is directed on the resources. 



24 



the result is, 
day by day, death by hunger, 
desease and torture. this 
is the reason for the immi¬ 
gration flows to europe and 
also background of the gulf 
war 


foi securing wealth and power, 
the ruling class has to keep 
under a controlable level 
the contradiction between 
rich and poor in the centres 
of capitalism, more and more 
this contradiction comes to 
a point by the transformation 
of production, agriculture 
and cities. the chance of 
the structures of production 
creates a gab between people 
with relative high incomes 
and a few rich on one hand, 
and on the other hand, a lot 
of people driven to existential 
distress, but even those people 
with secure living feel the 
destruction by alienation 
of working and living condi¬ 
tions from their social pur¬ 
pose. all people are effected 
by the destruction of social 
structures and the environment 
as the basis of life. 



squats and selfdetermined 
centres are our replay to 
the artificial shortage and 
speculation with habitations 
and the permanent increase 
of rents. we take what we 
need. 

on the other hand we want 
to create living conditions, 
where we can build up social 
and human structures and values 
and a culture apart from the 
logic of profit, our seeking 
for a new social purpose has 
also significance for all 
society. 


in this context we see the 
increasing evictions of squat¬ 
ted houses and political cen¬ 
tres, as an attempt to destroy 
and effort for a perspective 
of a different way of life, 
this is not a private con¬ 
frontation between squatters 
and cops, as the ruling class 


\ 


AWA 

wants us to believe, actually 
our struggles are part of 
the permanent struggle between 
supressed and supressors. 
more than before we squatters 
want to connect our fight 
wwith: 

people and struggles in 
the communities 

- other social confrontations 
existing, for example in fac¬ 
tories and schools 

the liberation-struggles 
all over the world. 
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today imperialism wants to 
establish his rule over the 
rest of the world, by war 
respectivly or peace as quiet 
as a grave, they call it new 
world order, against new 

world order we have to enforce 
ourselves and our squats, 
by the action days we want 
to oppose our intention for 
se1fde termined living and 
activity against this europe 
of the capitalists. we want 
to get organized on an european 
level and relate ourselves 
to each others, in doing that 
we also want to gain a more 
intensive public resonance 
and to get through in the 
mass medias. for us it is 
necessary to destroy the image 
that the confrontation between 
government and Squatters is 
presented and accepted in 
public oppinion as a "private 
war". our objective is that 
the social significance of 
this confrontation will not 
be denied any longer, we start 
from the fact, that there 
ae different starting points 
and conditions in the different 
countries, cities, houses 
and centres. we would like 
everybody to take part in 
the action days and we re¬ 
gard various ideas and kinds 
of resistance as necessary. 


the people of the second inter¬ 
national preperation meeting 
for the european action days 
from 25 cities and 7 european 
nations. 



AGAINST THE EUROPE OF THE RULING 
LET’S BUILD THE EUROPE OF THE MOVEMENTS 


A PROPOSAL 

Against the Europe of 92, the Europe of the ru¬ 
ling let's build the Europe of the movements. 


VENICE 

June, 7-8-9 1991 

!NH RNATIONAL MEETING 

l he national antinuclear antTmperialist coordina¬ 
tor (C.N.N.A.) was born in 1983 after the heavy 
' egression season of the late 70s. It arises 
I mm the necessity to confirm the historical 
.durse of the antagonist monement and of 
camerade of "Autonomia operaia" towards a new 
political stage. 

from its birth the coordination hasn't represen¬ 
ted and won't be an ideological sintheses, nor 
will it be an organized top structure of all 
the groups, comitees and social centres which 
are part of it, but a real coordination and a 
centre of the assembly confrontation, 
from the beginning the building blocks of the 
C.N.N.A. have been antistitutionality, direct ac¬ 
tion and self-organisation. The confrontation has 
always been characterized by the attempt to 
link together theoretical debate and direct 
action. 

The national campaign against prisons (mainly 
against torture, differentiation and segregation), 
against nuclear, against imperialism and the 
NAIL) bases - the squatting of houses and cen¬ 
tres - the continous construction of self-orga¬ 
nisation moments outside of the unions in wor¬ 
king places, all those experiences have been 
the political fields in which the growth of C.N. 
N.A. has allowed this structure to become the 
real reference joint over the whole country. 

Our historical heritage and ground of confronta¬ 
tion are: the suggestion of acting by direct ac¬ 
tions and in the struggle camps (campeggi di lot- 
La), in the demonstrations and through boycot¬ 
ting as areal form of internationalism. 

I nday the C.N.N.A, represents a large area of 
antagonist camerades very able to diffuse pass¬ 
words and appointments at a national level, and 
also to coordinate them by an experimental com¬ 
munication network via computers and by free 
radios and antagonist movements magazines (Ra¬ 
dio Onda Rossa - Roma; Radio Sherwood - Padova; 
Radio Onda d'LJrto - Brescia; Radio Casbah; Auto¬ 
nomia; Kaos; E.C.N; Crack etc.), 
in november the C.N.N.A. proposed a seminar in 
which 300 camerades were present and it was di¬ 
vided in 3 workshops: 

" TEinow world order" "NATO" "Europe 92". 

From the final discussion arised the necessity 
of an international meeting on the european 
situation. 


We belive in the necessity of an international 
meeting in order to outline again the possible 
horizon of the antagonist movements, especially 
within the historical current changes. The euro¬ 
pean social-political horizon has changed be¬ 
cause of the deep, radical movement of the 
imperial world-economy towards a new interna¬ 
tional order. This calls for a redefinition of 
the european scene. 

lile belive in the necessity of a communication 
network we should convey all the antagonist 
actions, all the struggle experiences and propo¬ 
sals which are moving towards the commun hori¬ 
zon of the social and proletarian Autonomia 
operaia. 

lile belive in the necessity of a confrontation 
at present and mainly for the future and we 
think it is urgent and undelayable, lile think we 
are a little late for the rapidity of the current 
transformations on the fields of theories, ana¬ 
lysis-inquiries, organisation and practice of the 
struggle: we are now rushing blindly and in 
open order. 

Is the Europe of the ruling, the Europe of '92, 
still today the one we could imagine only some 
yearr/ago or just before the Gulf war? 

Or did the Gulf war draw a boundary line in 
the developement of a new order (disorder...)? 
An order that we'll found a radical inversion 
of the funktion of the european states and the 
economical-political-military bodies: EEC, NATO, 
UEO (West european Union), political overnatio ¬ 
na l institutions. 

Gulf war and East integration: how do they 
interact in the redefinition of new impositional 
mechanism of the capitalistic control? 

And how do they act in the new planned and 
wild mechanism of the unification of the mar¬ 
ket: of the capital, of the commodities, of 
the multinational european and the third world 
labourpower? 

What is the relation North-South? 

How do the new relations delineated by the 
Gulf war between the old central areas and the 
new peripheral areas define the international 
system of the imperialistic exploitation? In 
this situation what is the role of Europe? 

These are only some of the questions we are 
putting forward, but they can show hoW our 
plan is unitary and why we can't relate to 
it, beginning only from seperated "national" 
realities. 

From now we need and it is vital t.o accumulate 
knowledge, experiences and instruments at le¬ 
vel which must be at least europe-wide. 
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THE CATASTROPHE 

AND HOU) WE MUST FIGHT AGAINST IT. 

Hie capitalistic ruling is drawing its planetarian 
order anc its world system of imperialistic 
exploitation in a catastrophic manner. This po¬ 
licy together with the end of the bipolarism 
(USA-URSS) are the reasons why we must build a 
new scheme of theories and analyses from the 
point of view of Autonomia operaia, and imme- 
diatly relate to each other all the struggle 
possibilities. - 

From T.OW on this process must be the minimum 
program of all the antagonist movements. 

Tor this reason we think that the meeting de¬ 
bate on the world-economy, on the new imperial 
on the Europe of '92, on NATO, etc. must have 
a general and unitary framework, can't be 
cut into pieces, but we must discuss all toge¬ 
ther in a clear and sincere manner to go into 
the theories and the analyses. WHERE ARE UJE 
GOING, AND UIHAT ARE WE WILLING ? 

At the same time we must put in a communica¬ 
tion network all the experiences and the strug¬ 
gle proposal defining the present ground of 
political action. 
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Up-to-date information 


M Our proposal is: ' 

f A meeting that must be a "general permanent assembly of debate", and this assembly 

musn t be rigid, but related to workshops, albe to deepen the specific fields and where 
people can confront their experiences, actions and analyses. 

The specific subjects could be: 

/ Internationalism, imperialism, solidarity 

Free areas and free time, squatted houses and centres 
World of labur and collective working relations 
Migratory streames and racism 
Nuclear and pollution 

/ NATO und military service 

Communication and the proposal of a telematics netork of antagonist news 
Repression and the new european legal apparatus 
... and so on ... 

evening Pr ° P ° Se S ° mB specific debates and the projection of selfprodureri viedeos in the 

• sis ind a your e ag e ;elm P e r n D t P s OSaI ** *“* ^ ^ t0 SOnd y ° Ur L ' pi " ion:i - Vur prupo- 
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FROM BLOODY SUNDAY TO 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE... 


"I'd shoot some of these bastards, I would, honest... this is more liki» Northern Ireland" (comments by police, 31 March 1990) 

The Trafalgar Square riot of 31 March 1990 was a liberating experience for most of those who took part in it. The attempt by the police to 
assert their control over a crowd of 200,000 anti-poll tax protestors was met with massive resistance and for a while we were in control of 
the streets of the West End. 


Although the police might have "lost it a bit" on the day however, they have been determined ever since to show who's boss. Even on the 
day there were 391 arrests, and many demonstrators were injured by the police. Immediately afterwards the police imindyvt Operation 
Carnaby- more than 100 people were arrested as the police raided the homes of anti-poll tax activists. The Crown Prosecution Service set 
up a special unit to rush people through the courts in political show trials, where magistrates have been handing down heavy sentences (e.g. 
Robert Robinson was jailed for two years for allegedly kicking a police van being driven at high speed into a packed crowd). On October 
20th the police made a further 135 arrests when they violently dispersed a Trafalgar Square Defendants Campaign picket outside Brixton prison. 


Ihe level of state repression has clearly taken some people in the anti-poll tax movement by surprise. In itself the fact that so few covered 
:heir faces at the height of the fighting on the 31st shows how unprepared people were. This naivety mi ght be understandable if it wasn't 
:or the fact that the British state has been dishing out such repression- and worse- for years just over the Irish Sea. 


In the North of Ireland (with a total 
population of one and a half million) there 
are more than 30,000 members of the 
security forces on active duty, This includes 
13,000 heavily armed members of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and its reserve, 10,000 
British troops, and 6,000 Ulster Defence 
Regiment soldiers. By way of a seasonal 
uresent 600 extra troops were sent over in 
:ime for Christmas. The firepower of these 
xxiies of armed men is almost entirely aimed 
it the working class in the catholic areas bf 
he six counties. 

!n this part of the world raids on people's 
Domes are a common part of the daily level 
rf harassment. At the beginning of December 
:or instance upwards of 800 homes and other 
premises were raided in Derry, as troops 
arried out house-to-house searches (the peak 
rear for house searches so far was 1973, 
vhen 74,556 searches were carried out- 
imounting to nearly one-fifth of all homes in 
he six counties). 

People here don't have to just worry about 
rideo surveillance in the streets (as is 
Decoming common in English city centres). They are subject to 
nassive and permanent electronic eavesdropping as the state attempts 
o watch every move they make and listen to every word they say. 
Demonstrators have been attacked not just with truncheons, but with 
DS gas, plastic bullets and live ammunition. 



Ireland either. Under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act, introduced by the Labour 
Party to intimidate Irish communities in 
Britain, 7222 people have been arrested, 
detained and questioned (as of December 
1990). Many have been excluded from 
Britain without even being charged. Every 
year 50,000 Irish people are stopped and 
questioned at British ports. And as the cases 
of the Guildford 4 (the first people arrested 
under the PTA) and the Birmingham 6 
demonstrate, being Irish in the wrong place 
and at the wrong time is a major crime in 
British courts. 

Still, some people would no doubt say, things 
are different in Ireland. After all, isn't all 
this repression simply a response to the 
bullets and bombs of the IRA? NO! In fact 
the tactics used by working class catholics in 
the early phases of the present "troubles" 
were remarkably similar to those used by the 
anti-poll tax movement today. 

In Derry, 1968, the movement initially 
focused around poor housing, and in 
particular the discrimination against catholics 
which stopped them getting council houses. The Derry Housing 
Action Committee began by disrupting meetings of the Londonderry 
Corporation, the local council. Empty houses were squatted, private 
landlords charging exorbitant rents were picketed, and Electricity 
Department officials prevented from cutting off supplies. 


rhe "conveyor belt justice" being meted out to poll tax protestors is 
lothing new either. Trial by jury has been abolished in Northern 
reland, where the "Diplock Courts" have a high (and rapid) 
xmviction rate of 90-95%. 


A whole series of "dirty tricks" have also been used, with British 
ntelligence working hand-in-glove with loyalist terrorists when it 
iuits them. Fred Holroyd, a former M16 officer has claimed that 
3ritish Intelligence supplied the explosives that were used by 
loyalists to plant car bombs in Dublin and Monaghan in 1974, 
rilling 31 people. 

" You're Innocent until proven Irish “ 
(woman arrested under PTA) 


British state terrorism against Irish people is not confined to 



A similar campaign was carried out in Belfast. The struggle for 
better housing here was based at first around opposition to the 
building of the Divis Flats high-rise complex, and continued when 
they were built. During 1969 the police reacted increasingly violently 
to protests and there were frequent riots. On one occasion fifty 
people armed with a telegraph pole attempted to break down the door 
of Hastings Street police barracks. 

In .Derry too even peaceful demonstrations with the most timid 
demands for "civil rights” were clubbed into the ground. On 5 
October 1968 police baton charged a banned march in the city. In 
January 1969 a march from Belfast to Derry organised by the left- 
wing People's Democracy was attacked at Bumtollet Bridge, a few 
miles outside of Derry. Loyalists in open collusion with the police 
waded in with nailed dubs, stones and .bicycle chains. Rioting broke 
out in the dty, and barricades went up in the Bogside. The police 
were kept out of "Free Derry" for five days. A pirate radio station 



("Radio Free Derry- the Voice of Liberation") began broadcasting and 
defence patrols armed with sticks and iron bars were organised. 

Battle of the Bogside 

The barricades went up again on August 11 in anticipation of an 
RUC and Orange attack the next day, the day of the Apprentice 
Boys march (the annual celebration of protestant supremacy). The 
next day. as feared, RUC men and Apprentice Boys marchers 
attempted to charge into the area and fighting erupted. "The Battle 
of the Bogside" lasted for about forty-eight hours. Open-air petrol 
bomb factories and first-aid stations were set up, and dumpers 
hijacked from a building site-were used to carry stones to the front. 


army base had been violently attacked, and street fighting had 
become a regular event. In this period fifteen people were killed in 
the area. During rioting people organised themselves with wet sacks 
to put on top of smoking gas canisters, basins of water and vinegar 
were placed outside houses to wet handkerchiefs or faces during CS 
gas attacks, and front and bade doors were left open to enable rioters 
to escape army swoops. An attempt to build an RUC station was 
abandoned when people overran the intended site. Rioters overcame 
troops and rode off in some of their jeeps. In short the state "lost it 
a bit", not just for an afternoon as on 31 March, but for a prolonged 
period. The RUC, the Army and thousands of gas canisters had 
failed to subdue the insurgent working class of Belfast, Derry and 
elsewhere. 


Meanwhile people took to the streets, in Belfast after hearing a taped 
plea from Derry for solidarity. Teenagers with petrol bombs faced 
police armoured cars with high-velocity, heavy .30 calibre Browning 
machine guns (with a range of almost two and a half miles and 
capable of shooting through brick walls). A nine year old boy, 
Patrick Rooney, was killed in his bed in the Divis by one of these 
bullets. Although some IRA members used their few guns to defend 
the catholic ghettoes in Belfast, the organisation's role at this time 
was minimal. Indeed graffiti such as "IRA = I Ran Away" appeared 
on the Falls Road (it is important to stress this fact as many people 
in Britain imagine that so long as we don't use arms, neither will the 
state). 

Back in Derry, the Bogside 
was not only successfully 
defended (youths lobbed 
petrol bombs onto the police 
from the top of a block of 
flats overlooking the main 
entrance to the Bogside), but 
the police began to be pushed 
back towards the commercial 
area of the City. It was at 
this point that the Labour 
Government sent in the 
troops. The army were not 
sent in to protect the catholics 
or as a neutral peace-keeping 
force, but because the 
situation was getting out of 
control and the RUC were 
losing. This much was later 
made clear by James 
Callaghan, home secretary at 
the time: 

'When 1 got bock to the 

Home Office, I was informed that earlier in the afternoon, Sir 
Harold Black, the secretary to the Northern Ireland Office, had 
telephoned to say that Anthony Peacocke, the Inspector General, 
feared that the police would be unable to contain the Bogside for 
much longer, and that if troops were not made available, the police 
would be compelled to retreat from their position in front of the 
barricades " 

Initially the troops were welcomed in some catholic areas as a 
neutral force. Such illusions were also pedalled by British leftists 
who defended sending in the army, such as the International 
Socialists (forerunners of the SWP): 

"Because the troops do not have the ingrained hatreds of the RUC 
Specials, they will not behave with the same viciousness" (Socialist 
Worker, 21.8.69) 


Any illusions in the Army's "peacekeeping" role didn't last long. In 
July 1970 the Army imposed a curfew on the Falls Road in Belfast, 
in the course of which four catholics were killed. On 4 November 
1971 Emma Groves lost both her eyes after a soldier fired a rubber 
bullet into her living room from close range. 


Resistance to the army grew steadily, and by the summer of '71 a 
mass popular movement had developed in Ballymurphy, with street 
committees, women's committees, youth committees, etc. A picket 
("consisting mostly of local women) outside the Ballymurphy British 
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Bloody Sunday 

"What became known as Bloody Sunday then has often been, and 
frequently still is believed to have been, an act of undisciplined 
slaughter perpetrated by blood-crazed Paras. This assumption though 
is wrong and to a large extent lets the British establishment off the 
hook. By assuming that soldiers "ran amok" it puts the blame on 
individual soldiers who pulled triggers and killed people. Bloody 
Sunday was a planned, calculated response to a demand for civil 
rights, designed to terrify organised protestors away from protesting. 
It fits easily into the catalogue of British involvement in Ireland as 
a quite logical and even natural event" (Fred Holroyd, ex-British 

Army Intelligence Officer.) 

In August 1971 internment 
without trial was introduced. 
On the tenth. Operation 
Demetrius was launched. 342 
people were arrested and nine 
people killed by troops. In 
this period experiments in 
sensory deprivation torture 
were carried out on some 
people arrested, with the aim 
of psychologically breaking 
them. With hoods placed over 
their heads, they were made 
to stand spread-eagled against 
a wall balanced on their 
fingertips. They were kept 
like this for four or five days, 
being bombarded with white 
noise and beaten if they 
moved, denied food, drink, 
sleep, or access to toilets. At 
intervals they were taken up 
in a helicopter and thrown out while just a few feet off the ground 
having been told that they were hundreds of feet up (they were still 
wearing their hoods). 

In protest at internment, a rent and rates strike was organised which 
attracted the support of some 40,000 households. By October this had 
escalated to non-payment of TV, radio, car licences, road tax, ground 
rent, electricity, gas and hire purchase (this a good idea that we 
should imitate- after all why stop at not paying the poll tax?). In 
response to this crisis the Payments of Debt Act was passed, 
allowing debts to be deducted directly from benefits- no doubt our 
rulers remembered this idea when they dreamt up the poll tax. 

The introduction of internment was accompanied by a 12-month ban 
on all demonstrations. Despite this, on January 30 1972 tens of 
thousands of people attended a demonstration in Derry. The state's 
response to this act of defiance was a cold-blooded massacre. CS 
Gas and water cannon had already been used by the time the 
Parachute Regiment came onto the streets and opened fire on the 
crowd. The Army claimed that they were returning fire, but forensic 
tests on the 14 people killed showed that none of them had had 
contact with weapons and no weapons were found anywhere near the 
bodies. 

Since Bloody Sunday many more have died. In the last twenty years 
more than 300 people have been killed b\ the army and police. 





Bringing It an back home 

"Some of the tactics adopted by the London police and later by other 
forces were those developed and used by the army and the RUC 
Special Patrol Group in Northern Ireland. The introduction of 
"snatch squads" and "wedges" in demonstrations, and random stop 
and searches and roadblocks on the streets were based on the 
Army's experience in Ulster" (Robert Mark, former Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner) 

"The British Army has a great deal of experience of what we call 
"counter-revolutionary" warfare" (Army recruitment advert, December 
1990) 

If people in Britain have been slow to learn the lessons of Ireland, 
the same cannot be said for our rulers. They have used the North as 
a laboratory for social control, where methods of repression can be 
tested before being tried out on the rest of us. 

This is not a new phenomena. For instance as long ago as 1883, 
the police Special Branch (originally called the Special Irish Branch) 
was set up to deal with Irish rebels. Before long they were being 
used against any radical opposition in Britain and Ireland, so that 
by 1978 Merlyn Rees (Labour Home Secretary) could accurately say: 
"The Special Branch collects information on those whom I think 
cause problems for the state"- a lot of people! 

Snatch squads were used against 
pickets during the 1977 Grunwick 
strike, and in the same year riot 
shields were introduced at 
Lewisham when a crowd fought 
fascists and the police. But it was 
the 1981 riots in English cities 
that marked a real turning point in 
the application of the lessons 
learned in Ireland. 

The first riots occurred in Brixton 
in April 1961 (a helicopter-borne 
night-vision TV camera was used, 
as seen in the six counties). In 
July then wen further riots in 
Brixton, Manchester Moss Side, 

Birmingham, Luton, and many 
other places. At Toxteth in 
Liverpool CS Gas was used for 
the first time in Britain. 

John Biggs-Davidsoo once wrote: 

"If we lose in Belfast we may have to fight in Brixton or 
Birmingham". In 1981 the spectm of the British state losing 
simultaneously in all of these places appeared briefly, as the riots in 
England coincided with a resurgence of mass protest in Ireland in 
support of the prisoners' struggles in the H-Blocks and Armagh. 
Hunger strikers' death s were marked by intense rioting, and the 
similarities between the repression facing the working class in Britain 
and Ireland became increasingly apparent. For instance two youths in 
Derry were killed by an army land rover, later the same tactics of 
using army or police vehicles to break up crowds led to the death of 
David Moore in Toxteth (it is a miracle that nobody was killed at 
Trafalgar Square when police vans were again used in this way). 

In response to the riots the government announced that plastic 
bullets, armoured personnel carriers and water cannon would be 
available to the police. On 14 July, six senior police officers flew to 
the six counties for a crash course in riot control from the RUC (it 
is now standard practice for police superintendents to do a tour of 
duty with the RUC). 



The militarisation of the police was further consolidated with the 
appointment of Sir Kenneth Newman as Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police in 1982. His reorganisation of the Met, with the 
creation of riot-trained Territorial Support Groups to deal with public 
order, was based upon his previous experience as Chief Constable of 
the RUC. 

In the Broadwater Farm uprising in 1985, plastic bullets were 
deployed, but not used. In the North of Ireland 17 people have been 
killed by plastic and rubber bullets, and they have been widely used 
in "crowd control"- in May 1981 no fewer than 16,656 plastic bullets 
were fired. British police had stockpiled 20,000 plastic bullets by 
1986. 

The post-riot repression on Broadwater Farm was straight out of 
Belfast or Derry, complete with raids on people's homes and frame- 
ups. In a letter from prison, Winston Silcott (jailed for thirty years 
after being convicted of killing PC Blakelock) wrote: "If the police 
get away with it against us, many more people will be in trouble, 
because the police has just tested what they can get away with. Just 
like they try things in Ireland and when it works over there, the 
police bring the tactics on the streets of London". 

During the 1984/5 miners strike, many mining areas were placed 
under police occupation. Roadblocks were extensively used to prevent 

the movement of flying pickets. A 
striking miner who had served 
with the army in Northern Ireland 
said at the time: "As far as / can 
see the police occupation here is 
exactly the same as we were doing 
in Northern Ireland". 

The international outcry after 
Bloody Sunday (in Dublin a crowd 
marched on the British Embassy 
and burnt it dowp) helped force a 
change of tactics on the British 
Army. Since 1972, live 
ammunition has rarely been used 
on crowds; instead SAS death 
squads and their locally trained 
allies have targeted particular 
individuals for assassination (and 
anybody who gets in the way). 
Probably their best-known 
operation was the killing of Sean 
Savage, Mairead Farrell and 
Daniel McCann on Gibraltar in 
1988. In Ireland many more have been killed, such as Fergal 
Caraher, an unarmed man killed by soldiers in South Armagh on 30 
December 1990. 

So far the SAS has not been used in this way in Britain. However 
an undercover SAS unit has been in operation here since 1984. In 
October 1987 the SAS used stun and CS grenades to end a jail siege 
at Peterhead prison. During the 1990 Strangeways riot there were 
calls from sections of the establishment to send in the SAS there. 


the poll tax 

"If a genuine and serious grievance arose, such as might result from 
a significant drop in the standard of living, all those who now 
dissipate their protest over a wide variety of causes might 
concentrate their efforts and produce a situation which was beyond 
the power of the police to handle. Should this happen the army 
would be required to restore the position rapidly" 

(Brigadier Frank Kitson, Low Intensity Operations) 


At the same time the Army gave police chiefs a demonstration of 
armoured troop carriers ami water cannon at a military research 
establishment in Surrey. A riot training programme at the River Way 
Police Holding and Training Centre in Greenwich was subsequently 
developed by Brigadier Michael Harvey, on secondment from the 
Ministry of Defence. 


The poll tax is potentially the "genuine and serious grievance" Kitson 
feared. It has lowered the standard of living of practically the entire 
working class, and has provided a focus for all the anger that has 
built up in ten years of defeats.There |ias been massive resistance. 

» Millions have refused to pay, anti-poll tax groups have been set up 
in estates and workplaces throughout Britain, and central London has 



seen the roost serious rioting for a hundred years. 

Police tactics developed in Ireland have been used against us. They 
have attempted to intimidate people off the streets, notably by the 
use of thousands of riot cops to smash the poll tax prisoners support 
demonstration on October 20th. Senior police officers have called for 
the banning of future demonstrations. Nevertheless the rioters of the 
31st did not face the gais and the bullets that our comrades in Derry 
suffered in 1972. Why is this? 

Obviously the particular logistics of March 31st made the use of 
such weapons problematic. The West End is the heartland of the 
tourist trade; wealthy tourists and shoppers would inevitably have 
been caught up in gas or gunfire. 

A more general reason is that the state has learnt a lesson in Ireland 
that we can take some comfort from: repression is a double-edged 
sword. Bloody Sunday might have scared people off the streets for 
a while, but it politicised many more, leading in the long run to 
further resistance. 

In the North of Ireland the British state can take the chance of 
provoking such resistance. It is dealing with the minority population 
of a statelet, and furthermore its propaganda machine works overtime 
to keep the struggles of this population isolated from the rest of us. 
Shooting down poll-tax protestors is another matter. The state simply 
did not want to risk a massive escalation of the struggle with who 
knows what consequences. 

We shouldn't be lulled into a false sense of security however. The 
armoured cars and tanks and guns are ready and waiting. If the 
crowds that charged up St Martins Lane and Regent Street had 
headed off towards Buckingham Palace it ijiight well have been a 
different story. In the ambulance dispute we saw the army used as 
scabs; lets not kid ourselves that we will never see them armed on 
our streets. 

We might not be facing the army at the moment, but we still have 
a lot to learn from what's going on in the six counties. This doesn't 
mean that we should tool up with semtex and armalites. It does 
mean that we should pay a lot closer attention to what's happening 
just across the Irish Sea. Quite simply, Ireland shows what the 
British state is like with its back to the wall. 

Internationalism begins at home 

People all over the world (including Ireland) have recognised the 
anti-poll tax struggle as their own. There have been actions in 
support of our movement in Australia, Greece, Holland, Poland and 
elsewhere. It is vital that we adopt a similar internationalist approach. 

Some people in the anti-poll tax movement might think it's just a 
matter of getting rid of the Tories (even though Labour councils are 
sending in bailiffs against us). Some people in Ireland might think 
its just a matter of getting rid of British troops (even though the 
Irish state carries out its own repressive measures, as in the recent 
extradition of Dessie Ellis to face a British show trial). In fact just 
swapping one set of bosses for another, or flying a different colour 
flag over the pirisons, barracks, and factories, won't make any 
difference. Behind all their apparent differences (democratic, military, 
"socialist", republican, monarchist), all the governments of the world 
are united against the working class. All of them try to enforce the 
rule of the bosses' profit system with its money-work-wages routine. 
And all of them use force against those who seriously challenge this 
set-up. 

It is only by uniting against all of them that we will be able to drive 
all the cops and troops off the streets, not just in Belfast and 
london, but everywhere else too. We need to link up our struggles 
internationally and fight together for a classless world community 
where our needs are what counts, not capital's. 

Since Trafalgar Square there have been similar working class riots in 
such places as Germany, Greece, France and Morocco. We could and 
should build links with people in these places. But if we don't even 
try to build links with p>eop!e on our own doorstep in Ireland, the 


emergence of a wider internationalist perspective in Britain doesn't 

look very likely. 

This doesn't mean becoming armchair cheerleaders for the IRA. It 
means linking up at a grass-roots level with struggles in Ireland, 
North and South. It is true that the poll tax hasn't beeh introduced 
there. For a start it would be unenforceable- as it is there are whole 
parts of West Belfast where people don't pay for their electricity- 
and besides it would risk encouraging protestant workers to unite 
with their catholic neighbours. This happened during the 1932 
Outdoor Relief Strike when catholic and protestant unemployed 
workers fought the police together in Belfast. However we still have 
plenty in common; for instance we could draw on their experience 
of dealing with the courts and prison system. 

England had its own Bloody Sunday a hundred years ago. On 13 
November 1887 socialists, radicals and Irish people came together to 
defy a ban on meetings in Trafalgar Square. Tens of thousands 
marched to the Square, protesting against "coercion in Ireland", 
among other things. They were attacked by the police and several 
people were killed. Today there is still repression in Ireland, we are 
still facing the police in Trafalgar Square, and our rulers are still 
scared of united resistance in Britain and Ireland. Let's not wait 
another hundred years to turn their nightmares into reality. 


CASEMENT ACCUSED RELATIVES COMMITTEE 

"TRAPPED IN CAR LIKE ULSTER CORPORALS... Police 
feared they would be ticked, beaten or even burned to death 
during the bloody poll tax riots. One terrified officer thought 
he would be dragged from his car by the screaming, spitting 
mob- like the two soldiers killed in Northern Ireland. Sergeant 
James Millar said: "It flashed through my mind that I would 
be killed. My thoughts were with the soldiers"" (Today, April 
2 1990) 

The incident referred to here took place in Belfast on 19 
March 1988. A few days earlier the funerals of the Gibraltar 
Three had been attacked by an armed loyalist, Michael Stone, 
leaving three people dead. At the funeral for one of Stone's 
victims, two armed undercover soldiers drove into the funeral 
cortege at high speed. They were disarmed by the crowd and 
later killed. 

Today newspaper was right to compare this to Trafalgar 
Square, but for the wrong reasons. For in Belfast and at 
Trafalgar Square vehicles were driven into the crowd. And in 
both places the working class heroes who defended themselves 
and many others were vilified in the press as "savages" and 
"animals" and subjected to political show trials on the flimsiest 
of evidence. 

22 people were convicted and jailed for periods ranging from 
two years to life for defending the funeral. Messages of 
support should be sent to Casement Accused Relatives 
Committee, c/o Jim Kelly, 51 Rockville Street, Belfast 
BT12, from whom further information can also be obtained. 

FREE THE MURRAYS 

Marie and Noel Murray were convicted in 1975 of killing a 
cop in Dublin, and have been in prison ever since. The two 
were active as anarchists at the time of their conviction by the 
non-jury Special Criminal Court. Marie has now spent longer 
in an Irish prison, north or south, than any other woman. The 
Free the Murrays Campaign can be contacted c/o Tenants 
Corner, 48a Oval Mansions, Vauxhall St, London SE11. 


please send comments, criticisms, etc. to: 
Box 9. 124 Vassall Road. London SW9 



32 


» 


IxJEE REM/AIINl 


COMMITTED AND CGOIM- 
FIDENT If\] VICTORY' 

- OGLAIGH [\)/X 
HEIREANN 


0. From media coverage it would ap¬ 
pear that the mortar attack on 
Downing Street ia the moat signifi¬ 
cant IRA operation aince Brighton. 
Would you agree? 

A. Well, there are perhaps a number 
of pointa to be made on this opera¬ 
tion. The first would be to congratu¬ 
late the ASU involved. It was meticu¬ 
lously planned, accurate, and took 
nerve and ingenuity to carry out this 
operation in the very centre of the 
British establishment at a time when 
security had actually been stepped 
up to war-time levels. 

The reasoning is obvious enough 
— any action in Britain has many 
times the effect of a similar action in 
the Six Counties. 

Like any colonialists, the mem¬ 
bers of the British establishment do 
not want the result of their occupa¬ 
tion landing at their front or back 
doorstep. 

Like all colonialists throughout 
history, they wish to occupy areas 
and contain the horrific effect of their 
rule within the borders of that occu¬ 
pied area. 

In the Six Counties that policy, 
which is a mainstay of British rule, is 
called Ulsterisation, operations in 
Britain go a long way to defeat that 
policy. 

It has always been the mark of 
colonialists in the past that those 


who legislate for oppression have al¬ 
ways lived and legislated safely at a 
great distance from the conflict and 
oppression. 

These mortars brought the reality 
of their rule directly to them and their 
conscience. It removes them from 
their ivory towers and puts them in 
the underground bunkers that the 
footsoidiers in the British army have 
been living in for years in their for¬ 
lorn attempt to maintain British rule 
in Ireland. It also brings it home to 
them in a personal way that they are 
responsible, and will be held ac¬ 
countable, for the action of their 
armed forces. 

Volunteers of the IRA are pre¬ 
pared to give their lives that Ireland 


be free. Are the members of the 
British cabinet prepared to give their 
lives to hold on to a colony? They 
should understand the cost will be 
great while Britain remains in Ire¬ 
land. 

This was not, as was claimed by 
some, an attack on democracy; it was 
an attack aimed at forcing the British 
establishment to restore democracy 
to Ireland. 

Q. Was there any significance in the 
timing of the attack or in the fact 
that this is the first time mortars 
have been used by the IRA in 
Britain? 

A. The only significance I can think of 
in timing is the fact that, because of 
the Gulf War, security had been en¬ 
hanced around Whitehall to a war¬ 
time level. As most of the planning 
took place before the outbreak of 
hostilities in the Gulf, the ASU de¬ 
serves credit, and congratulations, 
for its versatility and daring in 
launching the attack at the time it 
did. As to the use of mortars for this 
attack, quite simply they were the 
most suitable and most accurate 
methods of carrying out this attack. 

Q. Will you use mortars in Britain 
again? 

A. I can't discuss future operational 
plans except to say that we will not 
allow ourselves to be held to one tac¬ 
tic or particular modus operandi. Our 


intention always is to keep the ene¬ 
my guessing. 

Q. Shifting now to the Six Counties, 
and particularly to the border areas, 
what is your assessment of the situ¬ 
ation? 

A. In one of the mainstream papers 
— no friend of republicans — a jour¬ 
nalist recently wrote that the British 
have actually been forced back from 
the border. I think that there'are de 
facto no-go areas in some of the bor¬ 
der districts. In long stretches 'along 
the border the crown forces have 
been completely forced out of land 
vehicles because of our ability to 
control the road traffic. Indeed this 
has been the case in South Armagh 
for many years. The British have also 


been forced onto the hilltops and into 
the air. Transport is almost entirely 
by helicopter. They have been forced 
to build massive bunker complexes 
underground to have any semblance 
of safety while in barracks, and when 
they come out on patrol they are 
forced to come out in great numbers 
for fear of attack. 

Paradoxically in some areas, most 
notably South Armagh, the tactic of 
saturation patrolling has simply pre¬ 
sented more targets for ASUs. So 
you might hardly see a soldier for 
days or even weeks on end. Quite 
simply the Brits know it is safer to 
stay indoors. 

The bulwark of existence in the 
border areas for the Brits are heli¬ 
copters, but because the IRA have 
shown that they are capable of taking 
them down with heavy machine-gun 
fire, that bulwark becomes very 
questionable. 

Helicopters no longer fly in ones 
or twos but in fleets with heavily 
armed choppers riding shotgun. 

To watch it's like looking 
at Vietnam war footage. 

If the IRA increases its 
capability to take out chop¬ 
pers, the Brit forces' infras¬ 
tructure could be put under 
a lot of pressure or be 
placed in danger of collapse 
in these border areas. 

Q. What is the specific in¬ 
tent of targeting those who 
work for the British forces, 
but who are not members? 

A. Well, in this particular 
conflict obviously the per¬ 
son who supplies material 
to the military or feeds 
them or builds their rein¬ 
forced barracks, or armours 
their vehicles or fixes their 
engines, is making a delib¬ 
erate decision to help the 
British occupy our country 
and oppress our people. 
Collaborators are an impor¬ 
tant part of the infrastruc- I 

ture of the British war-ma- J 

chine, whether they are I 

touts giving information I 

which can lead to the im- m 

prisonment or death of Vol- fl 

unteers, or supplying the I 

Brits with equipment or do- 
ing work which allows the d 
Brits to release more uni- 


This was not an attack on democracy; it was 
an attack aimed at forcing the British 
establishment to restore democracy to Ireland. 
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Obviously, they 

must be dealt with. shotQ 

Collaborators 
have always been 
shot and cannot be 
allowed to carry out what is essential¬ 
ly tasks the military should be doing. 

Recently such people have been 
used in the checkpoint bombings 
such as at Newry and Derry. 

Contrary to reports, there was no 
intention to kill them. They were giv¬ 
en a chance to escape even though, 
as collaborators, they would normal¬ 
ly have been shot. 

This tactic, along with the other at¬ 
tacks on contractors, has forced the 
British to spend millions in the rein¬ 
forcing of such checkpoints and take 
uniformed troops off the streets to 
work in maintenance and supply, 
abandoned by non-military personnel. 
Furthermore, those collaborators who 


survived and have stopped such work 
have no more to fear from the IRA. 

The response of the British to 
these attacks was to increase harass¬ 
ment and intimidation of local com¬ 
munities. Even before these attacks 
local farmers had to go through daily 
harassment at checkpoints on their 
land; now they aren't even allowed 
access to their own land at night. 

We would appeal to any person 
still collaborating in such a manner 
to cease and let it be known that they 
have ceased. 

Q. What is the thinking of the recent 
targeting of commercial premises 
like Sprucefield and the hoax-bomb 
disruptions in central Belfast? 




No major employ¬ 
er has been forced 
to go out of business due to IRA ac¬ 
tions. There will probably be far 
more employed in the rebuilding of 
Sprucefield than there were em¬ 
ployed in the everyday running of it. 
The reason behind such targets is to 
chop and change guerrilla tactics. It 
is one tactic amongst many being 
used to highlight the fact that this ar¬ 
tificial statelet was set up and is be¬ 
ing run without the consent of the 
people. It is ungovernable and IRA 
actions throw into relief the fact that 
it cannot be governed. We will 
spread the crown forces into guard¬ 
ing as many areas as possible. 
Stretch them to the utmost. Nibble 
and bite at them from every angle. 
We will not allow them to set the 
agenda or choose their field of battle. 
We will not let them contain the 
fighting in the nationalist ghetto ar¬ 
eas or to Crossmaglen or Cappagh. If 
we can tie a regiment down checking 
out hoaxes or an incendiary, if we 
can force 100 RUC men into almost 
permanent duty around Sprucefield . 
or Castlecourt, we will do so. That is 
the nature of the conflict. 

What we must not do is allow 
them to narrow our targets to one or 
two specific types so that they can 
concentrate all their formidable re¬ 
sources into killing or capturing Vol¬ 
unteers in the small area the Brits _ 
themselves choose. 

Q. There has been recent media cov¬ 
erage of RUC claims that loyalist and £ 
republican groups are involved in* 
drug smuggling to raise cash for 
arms. What is your reaction to this? , 
A. There were varied headlines andt 
reports we noticed recently. Even the I 
most cynical anti-IRA person knows 
(and the RUC actually stated) that the 


IRA has always been and 
remains anti-drug push¬ 
ers. Anyone caught by 
the IRA pushing drugs in 
the Six Counties will be 
extremely lucky to es¬ 
cape with their lives. 

Two points should be 
made here. The first is 
that the RUC congratu¬ 
lating itself on the lack 
of hard drugs in nation¬ 
alist areas is a non¬ 
sense. The nationalist 
people, with the assis¬ 
tance of the IRA, have 
made sure that hard 
drugs were never al¬ 
lowed to take root in our 
areas. The second point 
is that such a stance is 
not just some sort of tra¬ 
ditional anti-drug gut- 
feelings. Our stance is 
beset firmly in the 
knowledge of the de¬ 
cline, misery and suffer¬ 
ing it can bring to young 
drug addicts and whole 
communities once it 
gets a footing, as can be 
seen in inner-city Dublin, 
New York and London. 

Q. Some time back 
there were reports in 
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th« pr*s« that all 26-County forcoa 
who cross tha border wars in dan- 
gar. lsthistrua? 

A. No, that it not tha situation. Tha 
whole controversy arose from a very 
serious turn of events affecting our 
units along the border. As mentioned 
earlier, we are in virtual control of 
some border territories and tha 
British find it very difficult to move 


We will not allow them to set the agenda or 
choose their field of battle. We will not allow 
them to contain the fighting in the nationalist 
ghetto areas or to Crossmaglen or Cappagh. 


about in such areas and consequent¬ 
ly good intelligence is hard to come 
by for the Brits. Over the last few 
months, a number of individuals in 
the 26-County forces have been com¬ 
ing across in civilian clothes, into ar¬ 
eas the Brits cannot penetrate, and 
collecting information which they 
have obviously passed on to the 
British forces. This has resulted on a 
few occasions of operations having 
to be abandoned and of Volunteers 
being endangered. It is a small num¬ 
ber of individuals, some of whom are 
known not only by Volunteers, but by 
the local community. While our Gen¬ 
eral Army Order prohibiting aggres¬ 
sive action against 26-County forces 
has not, and will not be changed, we 
are asking people in shops and 
garages along the Six Counties' side 
of the border to boycott these people 
who are working directly for the 
British forces and endangering the 
lives of Volunteers. 

Q. Could you give a general 
overview of military and political 
strategy and objectives at present 

A. For security reasons, no specific 
tactic for the future can be dealt with 
in any detail. However, I can say that 
as a matter of course, strategies and 
tactics are constantly under review. 

New tactics are discussed before¬ 
hand and then analysed afterwards on 
the basis of their effectiveness. Areas 
of operation for instance sometimes 
need differing approaches for differ¬ 
ent logistical or political reasons. Our 
general aim is to break the British will 
to rule over a part of a country which 
they have no right or mandate to rule. 
We aim to make that rule an intolera¬ 


tion — to disengage from Ireland. 
Then very quickly we would have a 
situation in Ireland where the Irish 
people could decide themselves what 
type of government they want Histo¬ 
ry has proved in many, many colonial 
struggles that once the colonial power 
leaves, true peace and democracy can 
flourish, it is ironic how the British are 
calling for Russia to allow indepen¬ 
dence to countries within the USSR 
such as Lithuania, Latvia etc, yet have 
not the moral integrity to give Ireland 
its independence. 

That said, we will win our own in¬ 
dependence and our organisation re¬ 



ble and unbearable burden for those 
in government in Britain and those 
troops on the ground as welL 

This is not an intractable problem 
aa the Brits would have the world be¬ 
lieve. The power to free the log-jam 
and to free our country lies with the 
British, if they have the imagination 
and the moral strength to move to¬ 
wards the only possible lasting solu- 



The three-day suspension was 
simply a seasonal gesture of goodwill 
to activists, their families and the na¬ 
tionalist people, all of whom have en¬ 
dured so much throughout this long 
struggle. It was three days in which to 
relax and was wholeheartedly wel¬ 
comed by the community. It had the 
added bonus of wrong-footing the 
British, with British manderins and 
supremos having to leave cosy holi¬ 
days to cobble together a "politically 
acceptable" response. It has no other 
significance. There is no talk or pres¬ 
sure from within the IRA to call a 
ceasefire and no pressure from our 
comrades in Sinn Fein. Any activist in¬ 
volved in the struggle for the last two 
decades knows that ceasefires and 
truces achieve nothing without a dec¬ 
laration from the British to withdraw. 

Q. A final question. With all the 
'Gulfmania' at the moment, do you 
have any comment? 

A. 'Gulfmania* is the right way to de¬ 
scribe it, it is a war which is causing the 
death and destruction of an incredible 
number of people, soldiers and civilians, 
and over what — over oil — not the lib 
eration of people, but the control of oil 
It looks from a distance that there is a 
danger of Western colonialism again 
taking hold in the region, and if it does 
there will be continuous wars, large and 
small, for years to come. 


Self-determination is inevitable in Ireland 
only the British refuse to see it. Yet. 


mains totally committed to and confi¬ 
dent in victory. The Brits must go 
sooner or later. If they make it soon¬ 
er, many lives, both British and Irish, 
could be saved. 

Self-determination is inevitable in 
Ireland — only the British refuse to 
see it. Yet. 

Until they do we will fight them 
on every front — military, political, 
cultural and social and in every area: 
the Six Counties, Britain, Europe and 
further afield. 

Q. What of all the ceasefire specula¬ 
tion around the three-day suspen¬ 
sion of hostilities at Christmas? 

A. When the press do not know what 
is going on they speculate — usually 
they try to make that speculation 
detrimental to the Republican Move¬ 
ment as a whole. 


That would be disastrous for this re¬ 
gion and indeed the West 

The other thing that strikes me about 
it in connection with Ireland is the brass 
neck of former Direct-Ruler Tom King 
sanctimoniously accusing the Iraqis of 
placing military weaponary, troops, anc 
barracks close to civilian areas, so that, 
he argues, civilians will be killed by al 
lied bombers. This, he says, would nev 
er be done by the British. I wonder 
would the nurses living in Broadway 
Tower agree. Or the residents of Divis 
Tower in Belfast, since the top floors of 
both these living accommodation blocks 
have been confiscated for use by the 
British army as barracks and heavily- 
armed observation posts. 

In fact, I cannot, off hand, think cf a 
Single barracks in any town or city in 
the Six Counties which the British have i 
not deliberately built in the middle of or j 
immediately beside housing estates. I 
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|m!^Kjx^paper we got from tne 
of the prisonerscollective Wotta Sitta.| 
It. it; not especially written for publicatic 
in the CLASH originally, but to open a dis¬ 
cussion in Italy, this article here is a ver¬ 
sion shortened for the publication in the| 
CLASH by themselves. 

"...because the entire statement is within 
the idea of an common european construc¬ 
tion. moreover, it reflect our point of 
view about many questions in the european 
arid international context. We think it can 
r a contribution for the realization of 
common discussion because it concerns 
the whole conception about struggle and 
fight in Europa." (Quote from the introlet- 
ter from Wotta Sitta) 

□ne aim of the CLASH is the organization 
of discussions in between revolutionary 
movements in Westeurope, this because 
we want to understand ourselves better, 
to learn from each other, to find similari- 
t.ys, but also to determine common aims 
and to fight together. We think this paper 
is an important contribution to this. 

Althogh it has to been seen in context 
with other contributions according to this 
complex from Wotta Sitta, which have been 
published in the series of "TEXTE" in FRG 
and other countries, we think it is impor¬ 
tant and can be read apart from the other 
nnLributinns and stands for itself. 
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Dear comrades, 

the development of the international revo¬ 
lutionary process is arrived at a new point. 
The decade opened in 1990 has started 
under the sign of dynamics that are chan¬ 
ging the arrengement of the whole world¬ 
wide system (...) 

I hey come from the international crisis 

that is undermining the power of the impe¬ 
rialist borgeoises from over twenty years. 
Now this process is arrived at a new stage. 
We can see the crash of the residue politi¬ 
cal barriers in the Eastern Europe along 
with the deregulation of capital's market, 
the re-arrangement c the policies about 
the alleances of the "Warsaw block" and 

the so-called "soviet disengagement" on 
the one side; on the other, we can see 

the materialization of the imperialist war 

in a more increasing way, by the marching- 
up of the US marines in the Gulf as well 
as the more closely integrated action and 
unanimous decision of the imperialist coun¬ 
tries, in view of an attack more and more 
probable. 

Ibis dynamics is bearing an objectively 
greater polarization than before, whena 
new stage of struggle was opened, after 
the events in Vietnam. 

1 The boundary line between the accumulation 
of wealth on the one side and poverty 
on another side, is - orrizontally and ver¬ 
tically - going through in the "periphery" 
of the system as well as in the "center", 
and the proletarianization is the common 
factor of all the areas of the system. The 
further pushing towards the universal ex¬ 
pansion of the contradiction between prole¬ 
tariat and borgeoises, that occured in 
this decade, it will sharpen. 

The whole revolutionary process js condi¬ 
tioned by this polarization, the long-term 
struggle will have to develop itself with 
a closer connection, enforcing and turning 
the unity between the struggle within the 
imperialist "center" and within the coun¬ 
tries of the Trikontinent. (...) 

The process of the construction of the 
Front is an european reality for more than 
eight years. The turning point from the 
80's to the start of the 90's was marked 
with a guerilla's attack, that pave the 
way towards a hew stage of struggle, that 
will be harder but surely more mature. 
"All of us, the whole revolutionary move¬ 
ment in West Europe, are confronted with 
a new stage. The completely changed situ¬ 
ation and the new developments request 
tnat the whole revolutionary process must 
be determined on new basis." (RAF '89). 
his is the point for us, too. Not only we 
hould take note about changes and think 
over them, but we should understand how 
the opening new stage invests the revolu¬ 
tionary subject, now and in perspective. 
Fnr us, one thing is clear; how we carry 
on the way that we have chosen for some 
time, the way of the unity of the revolu¬ 
tionary prisoners in West Europe, in the 
perspective opened by the Front. 

We are moving in a difficult context. (...) 


(There is no difference if revolutionary 
^."prisoners are neutralized by a disregation 
proces or with an attempt in order to depo- 
■“* liticize their identity, as here in Italy; 
or by the hard attack against their collec- 
. tive existence as in Spain, with dispersion: 
I policy in 87 prisons; or with cosmetic chnn- 
ges, as in France, FRG and other countries J 
i The situation is the same. We are aware 
’ that we are one of the contradictions that 
j the imperialist borgeoises would close in 1 
I a profitable way for them, in this stage/ 

■ trend of withdrawal (of the revolutionary 
movement) and attack against guerilla's 


i experience . 


g.|—n i j 



















m /7, the FRG tried to put an end to 
the guerilla once and for all and to force 
the whole left into a deep resignation and 
powerlessness by defeating us. In the same 
way, the attack against the prisoners of 
Grapo and PCE(r) is meant to hit the whole 
revolutionary movement and all the progres¬ 
sive forces in West Europe." (RAF '90) 

Then, the target for us is this: opposition 
against the integrated counterrevolution 
with the unity of the guerilla's forces 
and the unity of the struggles. The new 
stage the revolutionary movement in all 
the Europe is arrived to, also includes 
our experiences; our advance depends by 
our capability in order to stay, as an ac¬ 
tive part of the whole revolutionary pro¬ 
cess, within the process at construction 
oT these new basis. 

Since 30 november '89 is continuing the 
struggle of the comrades against the anni¬ 
hilation policy of Gonzales Administration, 
taken on by all european borgeoises. This 
struggle is started after a frontal and 
total attack: the crashing and scattering 
of all the revolutionary collectives of the 
prisoners into 87 prisons. 

The choice is not accidental. 

The economic re-arrangement in Spain is 
staying into a stage of transition on the** 
way of the homogeneization within the west- 
european block. This requests political 
decision in order to enforce the integration 
and the cohesion of the whole west-europe- 
an areas. Vhis is happening through the 
imposition of the integration social costs 
against all the social sectors - policy that 
led to one of the biggest general strike 
in the post-Franco Spain -, as well as 
through the counterrevolutionary attack 
against the subjects representing the most 
radical political opposition to the govern¬ 
ment. This is the reason of the attack 
against the revolutionary prisoners, using 
them as hostages and blackmails at the 
guerilla; and once again the "dirty war" 
against ETA. 

The polarized attack is part and parcel 
of the attack taking place in the context 
of the imperialism enforcement in the entire 
Europe, to which all the comrades have 
replied with determination and generosity, 
since - as Antonio Iglesias wrote to one 
of us at the beginning of the struggle 
- : "If we'll achieve the re-regroupement 
and we'll put in check the suppressive 
policy of the State, the’ this will be a point 
of support and a precedent for the strug¬ 
gle of all the european prisoners; I believe 


it should mean an example and apushing 
for solidarity's movement in the entire 
West Europe, becouse it's very clear that 
the penitentiary policy is the same in each 
european State, even keeping in mind the 
different conditions about the revolutiona¬ 
ry movement and the political situation 
in each country". 

It's so, annihilation policy is a common 
reality in the entire Europe, as well as 
the struggle of all the european prisoners 
and international solidarity movement. 

Finally, this lead to a fondamental concept 
for the revolution in our epoche: a victory 
in any place of the system is a victory 
for all, as well as a defeat for the imperia¬ 
lism in a place will reflect on the entire 
system. And vice-versa. 

A fundamental concept of the revolution 
in our epoch that must reflect within our 
praxis. It means, at first, to focus the 
common aims and targets of the anti-impe¬ 
rialist struggle, becouse only in this way 
we can contruct the size all at one in 
order to weigh in the balance of the con¬ 
frontation and to result an advancing. 
The common struggle of the comrades in 
Spain and elsewhere against the isolation, 
or against annihilation project of the enti¬ 
re european block against revolutionary 
prisoners, is not an "apart" struggle from 
the common anti-imperialist struggle. 

UIe are not estranged frum the difficult 
conditions in which the revolutionary forces 
are living and working: long-term struggle 
and proletarian internationalist perspecti¬ 
ve are not the whole of the impulses that 
the struggle and the sujects embody step 

by step. It's an awareness and organize 
construction process, focused within a 
perspective - that opened by the Front- 
arid, then, a process of leadership as well, 
the difficult and in a sense jammed situa¬ 
tion also results by this. But the process 
in which "all of us, the entire revolutionary 
movement in West turope are confronted 
with a new stage", is opened. We must un¬ 
derstand, each one from the own political 
stand, that we are part and parcel of an 
united confrontation. 


Without this understanding one risks of 
facing in a weaken and separated way from 
the european revolutionary movement, what 
the imperialism is already unifying: the 
concentric attack against the struggle 
and revolution, and the imposition of ex¬ 
ploitation pattern for all the developed 
capitalism areas, including - in equal and 
different way - both the "center" and the 
"periphery" of the system. 

Europe running on '92 has already imposed 
more productivity and more poverty here 
too: both the Confindustria (It is the Union 
of the private industrialists) and the new 
cut-back of State budget on the inner 
side, and the leading role in the "Gulf-cri¬ 
sis" management, taken on by the italian 
State with the EEC semestral chairmanship, 
are playing own part. The change in the 
crisis management from italian borgeoises 
is* the activation of the necessary policy 
in order to impose the new development 
of the european capitalism here, and attack 
in a preventive way what it can develop 
from class contradictions, struggles and 
revolutionary initiatives. 

tveryone have felt a polarization of social 
and class contradictions, which is at the 
base of a more evident politicization of 
class antagonism. Gn the one side, also 
here there is the re-contruction of strug¬ 
gle environment in the new conditions, 
along with the new class composition of 
must of the imperialist metropolis, being 
more functional for the turnover and more 
cheap. On the other side, there is the 
"old" proletarian resistance against imperia¬ 
list restructuration, that has never been 
stopped and it's recovering vigour in the 
new situation of social confrontation. 
Moreover, there is the liberation struggle 
reality developing in a different way, as 
the intifada and people's guerilla in Central 
America; but, aboee all, it's pushing as 
cuncrete reality here too, now in a more 
"invasive" way, becouse it's no longer a 
matter of propagandizing oppression and 
liberation, but of concrete struggle for 
concrete achievements and a need of an 
effective' proletarian internationalism. 
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UJe aim to a real advancing, becouse 
necessary and possible. Its necessity 
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ri'Sl'fSivS'X;!'! already been enhanced by the confronta- 
M'M'l'l'Iv'.'l'iOX' tion, the possibility lies on the capability 
of each one to take choisen to be able 
fjr,;;-,:-,-.-,-, L* REALLY and CONCRETELY start such a 

;X;X\;XyX;XvXvX process in order to achieve the aim: paving 
the way for a new internationalism just 
starting from here, enforcing anti-imperia 
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struggle in Europe and eLsewhere there 
:.:.X , :*X*X-X>XvX-X-.-.-.v.-X*. is fighting against imperialism, the view 

about oneself as a part of the revolutiona¬ 
ry movement in Europe. Only interlacing 
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Ibis necessity is more and more pressing' arid drawing together different experiences 
becouse of imperialist war outbreak in ' ' ‘ ' 

the current scene: imperialist war from, 
northern 'centers' against Trikont. As res-■, 
ponse to 'their' irreversible crisis and! 
attempt to preventively and massively anni- r 
hilate the pushing from liberation and anti-; 
imperialist struggles, that will be increa-■ 
singly stronger in face to economical 
social spoliation in which southern 

at e forced to survival. If Vietnam has ope-^ confrontation 
- of 


real 
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in a unifying direction, can result a 
advancing on the revolutionary level. 

If one understands that a different pers¬ 
pectives for the comunism can only start 
from this, then there is no meaning that 
one continues to add every own initiatives, 
as if they were on the same level. Now 
and;| it's more evident than before, that every 
people j| struggle, alone, cannot face the actual 
3s nno-!» rnnfrnniahnn ia,,oi Some choices are impo- 
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ned the epoch of revolutionary process;; sing to everyone, at his/her respective 
interdipendence, today any revolutionary;! level each one. Some choices should be 
needs more and more to being on •Xv.V.V.V.V. 
hip/on unity each other, in order I&XyX’XvXt 
.......... La extend itself. *.yX able to enforce this process which must 

and being to result and advancing 
everyone, not only for oneself. Every 
g p oup, every situation, every reality of 
the revolutionary movement cannot be 

•%•!•!■!•! Thus ' the focus of Li ,a issue is that the - by alone - part of the whole. 

L ' nnditions for organizing oneself and strug- Xv The activity for one's own political existan- 
L WXw 9lin 9 are changed, the ripening of the Xv CG in a separated way from such construe- 
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3.october iqgu 


;XyXy This is an "open-brief" -slightly shortened- 
XvX;X that we wrote in early October ’90, and 
X’XyX that has been published on a counter-in- 
;■ formation magazine here in Italy (winter 

yXyX; issue of Controinformazione Internazionale). 

We have conceived this contribute especial- 
!jJXyX ly thinking about and looking at the revolu- 
; tionary situation here in Italy. 

; Having written it at the end of the summer 
; '90, just at the beginning of the "Gulf cri- 
• sis", it lacks of more definite references 
.about the development of the situation 
disembogued in a devastating imperialist 
war. 

If you want to know better our political 
point of view, our contributiops have been 
published on "Tcxte t" and "Angehorigen- 
info 58". 


The comrades of the Communist prisoners 
Collective "lilotta Sitta"! 
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SHE OR HE WHO DOESN'T FIGHT 
DIES LITTLE BY LITTLE 
SHE OR HE WHO DOESN'T FIGHT 
DIES LITTLE BY LITTLE 


FREEDOM IS ONLY POSSIBLE 
THROUGH FIGHTING FOR LIBERATION 


On the first of April 1991 we shot the 
president of the Berlin 'Treuhandanstalt', 
detlev korsten rohwedder, with the ulrich 
wessel commando. 

Rohwedder has been in keypositions in poli¬ 
tics and industry since 20 years. As secre¬ 
tary of state for economical affairs in 
Bonn in the seventies he organised the 
basic outlined conditions that the FRG- 
capital needed for it§ profits, all over 
the world. At that time he was, for example, 
substancially involved in the deal with 
the fascist south-african regime : know¬ 
ledge of how to build nuclear weapons in 
exchange for uranium for the nuclear indu¬ 
stry of the FRG. During the time the nuc¬ 
lear program got pushed through he was 
a member of the boards of state energy- 
corporation and of international comitees. 
But also for the smooth running and count¬ 
less coverage of shipments of weapens 
to fascist third world regimes, he always 
searched and found a way. Already then 
he was one of those masterminds that ruth¬ 
lessly plann the misery and death of mil 
lions of people in the interest of power 
and profit. 

In the 80-ies rohwedder made himselve a 
name as a brutal rehibilitater when being 
in charge of the hoesch-group (large ger¬ 
man multinational). He threw out more than 
two-third of all workers in a few years, 
led the bankrupt company to new profits. 
For that he was elected 'manager of the 
year'1983. Rohwedders function as a gover¬ 
nor of Bonn in east-Berlin should have 
been the crown ori his career. Since it's 
annexation the ex-GDR actually is a colony 
of the FRG ; the political, economical and 
military decisions are made in Bonn or by 
the west-german corporations. That colony- 
status is planned to be temporary because 
the FRG needs the ex-GDR for its aspira- 


tons of power to become a functioning 
capitalistic part - because after all that 
is the main source of political power here, 
economical stregth. Before putting capi¬ 
talistic power into position however, to 
organizi the reconstruction of the system, 
according to it§ needs, over the heads 
of people that lost there roots and without 
any barriers left, the east-german economy 
ass well as it§ social structures (from 
health-care to day-nurseries) has got to 
be systematically dismanteled. 

That's the plan. And the treuhandanstalt 
should organise this destruction-programm. 

However the big corporations are not realy 
interested in a big supportive action for 
the economy of the ex-GDR. The few selec¬ 
ted divisions of certain companies, that 
have been bought untill now, are mainly 
meant to secure certain monopolies in par¬ 
ticular industrial branches. Apart from 
it's mainly amodernization of the country's 
infrastructure - ranging from the tele¬ 
phone network to energy productions, the 
multinationals split up the peaces of the 
cake - and wait for the treuhandanstalt 
to finish it's work of destruction to sub- 
sequentely rebuild anything which is profi¬ 
table on the world market. 

The governement chose rohwedder to ac¬ 
complish all this and seemed to have 
picked out the right man with the right 
amount of brutality and arrogance. In his 
eyes the ex-GDR had nothing to offer,from 
the start, that could have satisfied his 
geeds for profits. To him it was nothing 


38 



but a bankrupt estate 40 years of socia- 
lisme in the ex-GDR have caused more da¬ 
mage than the second world war", he said 
on a conference for bussinessmen in Vienna. 
Only a man that looks upon the world in 
a sence of profits and productivity and 
for whom human live doesn't count, can 
say something like that. 

The assignement of the treuhandanstalt 
means more to people ass just the loss 
of their jobs, the closure offactories and 
a pure fixation on profit for everything 
that should be rebuild again. In the process 
a structure should be enforced on the 
people and their country, which is required 
by international capitalisme to be able 
to rule. All values should be adjusted ac¬ 
cording to its principals, which means 
nothing but material disstress for millions 
of people without jobs, as well as poverty 
in the heads and hearts of people. 

It's important for capitalist stategists, 
like rohwedder used to be, to create the 
conditions for an attackon the soul of 
the people, to arrange a thorough deforma¬ 
tion of their personalities, which isolates 
them from another and builds up seemingly 
undestructable walls between them. Because 
people in the ex-GDR were, to him, human- 
beings "that lost the normal demensions 
of thought"- that's why it's imminent for 
kopper, the succesor to herrhausen (killed 
by RAF dec.'89) president of the 'deutsche 
bank' to push through "a process of adep- 
tation in the heads of the population. 


The free market system apparently offers 
people a chance to create a secure place 
within a welfare state of Great-germany 
and to become happy in an euforia of con- 
sumption._In reality it's meant to make 
people death and dumm while hunting for 
more. If something like this really exists, 
then only for those who are inconditional- 
ly prepared to sell more of themselves 
than others in competitive struggle for 
a secure place, and who are in the same 
time prepared to accept this prosperity, 
even though everybody knows or is able 
to know, that this is only possible, because 
millions of people in the third world are 
paying for it, with their sweat and blood. 
What should count is using your elbows, 
showing efforts and consumption etc.,not 
the human being, live, nature. 

The author of r. schernikau expresses the 
loneliness and emptyness in the live of 
millions of people in the rich capitalistic 
countries quite striking ;"l don't know 
what impoverishment should be other than 
a mause running in a wheel, wearing jeans 
and a Walkman". 

Those who want to subordinate themselves, 
to capitalistic principles, have to accept 

a live in isolation. Isolation is the pre-_he 

condition for manipulation and the main 
root of acontinued imperialistic rule, be¬ 
cause people that are isolated from one 
another, without real communication, are 
far away from being able to imagine them¬ 
selves in a different reality and subse- 
quentely start doubting the system. 

The process of transforming the entire 
production-system according to the demands 
and competitive character of the world 
market, develops now much harsher , in 
the former GDR, than we've ever known 
from the FRG. Less and less people work 
in high tech produktion plants - throughout 
western europe and other capitalistic coun¬ 
tries, one experience has been made du¬ 
ring the last decades ; that in the competi¬ 
tion between men/women - machine, men/wo¬ 
men always lost and millions lost their jobs 


for ever. Those are the backgrounds for 
the 2/3 society in the FRG, which means 
at least 1/3 of the population has become 
almost useless to capitalisme. These enorm¬ 
ous amounts of people, who either have 
completely been kicked out of the produc- 
tion-proces or are doing so-called unqua¬ 
lified jobs, should be kept relatively quiet 
and accept the misery and injustice, accep¬ 
ting capitalistic values as a law of nature. 

The system especially needs those which 
have decided to completely accept its va¬ 
lues and have been put in priviliged posi¬ 
tions in high-tech production or the service 
sector. They are the maggots in the meat, 
those who we call yuppies, whose peseption 
of life does not go far beyond,’born to 
shop'. City-development meets with there 
disires for luxury-shops, yuppie-bars and 
unaffordable luxury-renovated apartements- 
this cooupt yuppie class and the bosses 
are the only ones, which profit from this 
glossy shit that emerges or should emerge 
everywhere. For most of the humiliated 
and offended people this development con- 
stituates the destruction of their condi¬ 
tions of life. They should be deported to 
suburbs that have been designed in order 
to isolate people from one another. 

This destruction of communicative life- 
forms has been going on here for quite 
some time and is now seriously threatening 
to overrun the people of the ex-GDR with 
isolation and individualization. 



Since the dissolvement of the GDR, racism 
against refugees and foreigners which al¬ 
ready lived here and sexist behaviour 
against women increased and became very 
open. Fascist groups have gained strength 
wich results in brutal everyday attacks 
on pensions for foreigners, left-wing people 
and women organised in feminist groups. 
Certainly one of the causes lies in the 
fact that during the period the SED was 
in power, solidarity and equal rights for 
women were decreed by the state. Many 
indeed didn't want any part in it or didnt 
learn a bit beneath the surface, because 
it was pushed from above. It was prescribed 
, nothing which went vetry deep, it wasn't 
supported by a lot of people. On the other 
hand it is impossible to think of a capitalis¬ 
tic system without racisme and oppression 
of women. It used to be and stillis state- 
policy, a flood of propaganda focusing 
on ’germany the one and only fatherland', 
which made nationalisme socialy acceptable 
again and especially in the ex-GDR pushed 
disgusting chauvinist slogans like ;"Now 
we are somebody, finally real germans 
again". It's a state policy that enforces 
racists and fascist thruogh building up 
an inhuman law-system on refugees and 
foreigners. The borders of rich western 
europe should be closed for all, who want 
to come out of the third world (three con¬ 
tinents) or east european countries in de¬ 
cline. 

IjJomen are the thirst to be fired at the 
closures of ex-GDR companies. Day-nurse¬ 
ries are closed down and it should be taken 
out of the hands of women themselves to 


decide wether and if, how many kids they 
want to have. Just like we already know 
for a long time in the FRG, the paragraf 
218, the anti-abortionlaw. Racism and oppre¬ 
ssion of women are necessary to the impe¬ 
rialist great-german state, because it hopes 
that it might lead to dissatisfaction and 
frustration, not being directed against 
the system, but against those, that are 
in a lower position in social hierarchy. 
Fascist organisations however also offer 
the material possibility to capitalist states 
to use them for actions of terror, like 
the bombing at the octoberfestival in 
Munich (FRG) or that on the railway-station 
of Bologna (Italy), as well as deliberate 
attacks on left-wing or progressive people 
like what happened when they evicted 
squatted houses in Frankfurt/oder (GDR). 


UJe look upon our action against one of 
the architects of great-germany, also as 
one which hits this reactonary development 
at its roots. It§ obvious and was proven 
again by the german history towards the 
third Reich, that poverty, social decline 
and mass unemployment do not lead by itself 
to a mobilisation for human causes against 
the rulers of the state. 


The dissatisfaction and disappointment 
of progressive thinking people is to be 
canalized on purpose by the unions, before 
all. Its their main task to prevent industrial 
action into becoming a political struggle, 
which challenges the system as the cause 
for the miserable situation. Currently the 
union-big shots, are trying to place them¬ 
selves at the front of the protestmovement 
in the ex-GDR with exactly this in mind 
- the fact that they considered stopping 
the weekly Monday- demonstrations (which 
led to the fall of the SED- regime, but 
comes up again and threatess the present 
Bonn- regime) fits perfectly. 

They call our action "a political catastro¬ 
phe", because they fear the possibility 
that people in the ex-GDR might understand 
us. Llaigel (financial secretary) follows 
up with the threat, that investments by 
the corporations would be stopped, in case 
the strikes and demonstrations continue. 

But to prevent many people to even start 
to consider the goals of our action, this 
trash of us walking by the hand of the 
Stasi (secret police in the ex-GDR) was 
immediately being thrown into publicity 
by their brain-washmachine. 


U)e stated it before in the statement on 
the action against Neusel (attack on secre¬ 
tary of state of internal affairs, 

June'90) : all of us that fight for a human 
life in dignity and free Qf rulers, should 
roll up their sleeves to get to become 
a common force. 

Especially today, a time in which imperialism 
delivers blow by blow, to force its new 
world order upon the peoples here, as in 
the three continents (less arrogant name 
for the 3rd world) (the war in the Gulf; 
the development towards Great-Germany; 
the tough approach towards the struggle 
of our imprisoned comrades; the attempts 
by the state to destroy (beforehand) any 
liberated spaces, built up by people.), a 
revolutionary movement should be able 
to be everywhere when needed. 

The only -way by which we can imagine our¬ 
selves, a development in which the complete 
system is torn down, is by building up 
counterforce in the process of pushing 
through very material demands and goals, 
a counterforce, which can impose the ne¬ 
cessary changes on the imperialist system 
and is able to liberate humanity in an ex¬ 
tensive fight. 
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The revolutionary movement should become 
an actual and noticeable political force. 
Actual and noticeable through creating, 
together, the ability to block essential 
developments and achieve real changes 
for the people. This means to us, that we' 
will answer to any attacks by the state 
in the future which aim on hitting back 
the overall development of revolutionary 
counterforce, like for example the brutal 
eviction of the squatted houses in the 
MainzerstraBe in East-Berlin (nov.'90). ' 

Byond that, we think it is important to 
be able to intervene in current conflicts 
with concrete demands - like for example 
our action against the U.S Embassy (in 
Bonn (feb.'91) - besides strategic attacks 
like this one on Rohwedder. 

UJe want to organize together with others 
to be able to work out militant campaigns 
in order to push through common aims. 
Something we feel can be done with all 
people, that experience reality in a capita¬ 
list society as being oppressive, start get¬ 
ting organized with their own ideas in mind 
and act accordingly. 


The revolutionary movement must develop 
a real and concrete human perspective, 
hereby becoming attractive for everybody 
who feels this system is oppressive. 

The sprout of a new society must energe, 
in which people start living together with¬ 
out rulers and self determinated. Selfdeter¬ 
mination also means to us < for example not 
to just repeat the fact that there are 
numerous questions left over about how 
to advance the revolutionary development; 
self determination means beginning to look 
for answers as well. Everybody shares a 
common responsibility, in bringing radical 
change forward and everybody must also 
be willing to deal with that responsibility. 
Thase who decide themselves, accordingly, 
can overcome the feeling of powerlessness 
that has been pushed upon them and turn 
themselves towards the real problems to 
seek and find solutions one step at the 
time. 


This includes not to remain on the ground 
whenever we feel defeated, but to rise 
again and start looking for new roads; 
it's only through this way, that a revolu¬ 
tionary movement can achieve continuity 
and identity. 

Until today we are confronted with the 
echoes of the defeat at the hungerstrike 
of political prisoners in '89,as when, despite 
of maximal mobilization, as had never been 
seen before, during a previous hungerstrike, 
the state refused to give in and our comra¬ 
des didn't achieve their demands. 

The real defeat for the left isn't the lack 
of power in the mobilisation for the achieve 
ment of those demands, but lies in the 
fact that most have given up the goal 
we wanted to achieve, leaving them with 
nothing but a feeling of helplessness out 
of this experience. 

It's a question of identity, for every revo¬ 
lutionary movement in the world, to look 
for ways to gain freedom again for political 
prisoners. A revolutionary movement who 
doesn't care about the prisoners, can't 
be revolutionary. 


THE ROAD TO FREEDOM FOR POLITICAL PRISO¬ 
NERS LEADS THROUGH ACHIEVING THEIR RE¬ 
GROUPMENT. 

AGAINST THE FRONTAL ATTACK OF THE IMPE¬ 
RIALIST MACHINERY 

OUR GREATEST EFFORT TO BUILD UP REVOLU¬ 
TIONARY COUNTERFORCE. 

LET US PUSH THROUGH THE PRE-CONDITIONS 
FOR A SELF-DETERMINED LIFE IN HUMAN 
DIGNITY, IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
REACTONARY GREAT-GERMAN AND WEST-EURO- 
PEAN PLANS TO OPPRESS AND EXPLOIT THE 
PEOPLE, HERE AS WELL AS IN THE 3 CONTI¬ 
NENTS (3rd WORLD). 

4.4.91 red army fraction. 




On the 2nd of february 1991 the RAF fired on the US-embassy in Bonn (FRG) with rifle fire. 
The declaration to that attack is before us in english and german. Because it is widely spread 
over Europe and moreover we don't print it here again. 
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Introduction to the gulf-war articles 


The imperialists say the war is over. It's 
not hard to see that's not true. There was 
a war going on before the start of the 
official one (at the 15th of jan. '91) and 
it's as old as imperialime itself. We 
wrote more about it in our last issue. 

The imperialists are now directely figh¬ 
ting in the Middle-East. They're there for 
gaining economical and political interests 
The anti-war-movement in western Europe 
generally made the experience, in spite 
of innumerable actions and activities 
within alliances, not to be able to inter¬ 
vine effectively. Perhaps the lack of more 
thoroughly discussions has made the anti¬ 
war-movement collapse at the end of the 
(official) war. After the announcement of 
the cease-fire hardly any action 

took place anymore and it were mainly the 
Kurdish organisations who went on with 
their work and activities. 

To us this developement means that even 
though we do not have an especially clear 
position towards the southern Kurdish 
resistance, this shouldn't mean that this 
should stop us from being practically 
helpful and showing our solidarity. 

The situation at the beginning of april in 
the south of Kurdistan (Iraqi-Kurdistan) 
showed that millions of people fled in 
front of of the Iraqi troops. The rebel¬ 
lious and the population were attacked by 
MBB-helicopters (subsidiary company of 
daimler Benz). The latest developement is 
that the U.S. and it's allied forces march 
into Iraqi- Kurdistan. Their alledged aim 
is the help of the refugees who suffer 
from starvation, cold and disseases. 

It's in the allied interest now to propa¬ 
gandize the idea they really want to help 
the Kurdish refugees. But their provisions 
droppings are not at all meant to sub- 
stantually support the refugees and popu¬ 
lation, it's merely hollow propaganda, 
principally meant to appease the media- 
hunger. 



The international media-fixation towards 
the situation in Kurdistan is now diver¬ 
ting the attention of what's happened in 
Iraq itself. We should not forget that al¬ 
so in Iraq itself residential places, 
watersupplies, the infrastructure as well 
as hospitals are still in a devastating 
situation. 


* It's in the imperialists interests to 
keep up the idea that a clean and surgical 
war has been fought. 

* Sadam Hussein and the imperialists have 
no interests in a stronger Kurdish and 
guerilla. 

* The Turkish regime as a part of europe 
'92 wants to keep it's bordes shut for the 
Kurdish refugees. The Kurdish resistance 
should not be strenghened. 

What can an anti-war-movement do at amo- 
ment like this? 

For example ;In the past civil defence 
warehouses were robbed and the stuff insi¬ 
de was send up to different countries. 

Another thing is to look for 
organizations in both Iraq and Kurdistan 
or for people in your countries who are 
connected with them. You can ask them for 
what they need the most, which is proba¬ 
bly ...money. 

We think it's important to 
work with aid-organizations like f.e. 
'medico'. Appart from working with the 
most seriously reformistic organizations 
we think this is especially a moment of 
showing practical solidarity. 

Besides all this one can of 
course f.e. raise money, medicaments etc. 
and get it there on another way. 

The Turkish regime should 
be pressed by all means to open their bor¬ 
ders. This war is not over! 

We as the redaction of this newspaper feel 
responsible to call up for showing practi¬ 
cal solidarity. This also means that we 
want to support the developement of resis¬ 
tance structures to be able to respond to 
the imperialistic ware-fare..This means to 
that we want to work on a more coninual 
discussion 

What's left: We decided not to publish in¬ 
ternational actionlists on the gulf-war, 
mainly because of the fact there are so 
many. Besides that it must be possible to 
get them at your local info-shop or anti¬ 
war bureau. 


When you throw in the windows of a bank, 
it might just be even better to get the 
money! Send it there! 
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DEVRIMICI SOL 

WAR IN TURKEY 

Aft*jr the Gulf crisis began, six months 
ago, a campaign started up in Turkey 
(No Imperialist War). This campaign 
is organised by the Revolutionary Left- 
wing Forces (Devrimici Sol Guclnr). 

Many groups belong under this heading: 
Dev-Genc (Revolutionary Youth), TAYAD 
(familiy members of political prisoners), 
DEMKAD (Revolutionary Women's Organi¬ 
sation), Devrimici Mucadele de Memurlar 
(Civil Servants in ■ the Revolutionary 
Resistance), invalids in the revolutio¬ 
nary resistance, lawyers in the revolu¬ 
tionary resistance, resident's organisa¬ 
tion in the revolutionary resistance 
(such as GEYAD, MAKDER, slum inhabi¬ 
tants, land squatters). Artists in the 
revolutionary resistance and many 
cultural neighbourhood associations, 
Mucadele (The Resistance, a biweekly 
magazine), EMEK (youth association) 
etc... 

They organise large demonstrations, 
some legal, some illegal. They hang anti 
war banners, to which booby traps 
are attached (some real, some fake) so 
that the police think twice before 
removing them. Hundreds of banners 
can be, and are, hung in Turkey this 
way. Streets blockades are held. They 
organise school boycots; on the sixth 
of November 1990, after students were 
called to action by Dev-Genc, 70% of 
the universities were boycotted. 

In addition to this there have been 
massive strikes in commerce, hunger- 
strikes, go-slows in factories and work 
places. Pamflets and posters were 
distributed, walls were daubed with 
political graffiti, street theatre and 
concerts were given. Most ‘of these 
activities are forbidden in Turkey. 
During this campaign, which has now 
been going on for six months, hundreds 
of people have been arrested, many 
of whom have been tortured by the 
fascist dictorial regime. Tens of people 
were wounded during demonstrations 
by police bullets and/or rubber sticks. 
Tens of associations have been closed 
down by the state (lyo-der, Ayo-der- 
cnntral student's association of Dev- 
Genc, TAYAD, DEMKAD, EMEK youth 
association, genekondu (slum) inhabitant 
organisations, cultural associations 
etc). On the 18th of January our com¬ 
rade Birtan Altumbas, died as a result 
of being tortured after his arrest 
during an anti-war manifestation at 
Ankara university. This happened ba- 
cause such activities are not what the 
state 'aspires' to. 

But inspite of such repression, the 
activities of the Revolutionary Left- 
wing Forces continue unabated, this 
is thanks to the fact that there are 
not only legal organisations, but also 
semilegal and illegal organisations. 
According to our contacts in Turkey 
the activities of the Revolutionary 
Leftwing Forces increased with the 
beginning of 'the war' (16 January 
1991). But because of heavy censorship 
by the Turkish state we only have 
a limited view of what is happening. 
A summary: 

- Boycots and manifestaions at univer¬ 
sities (Istanbul and Ankara) where 
thousands of people took part. There 
were many wounded policemen as well 
as demonstrators (after the outbreak 
of war the police made sure they were 
well armed). 


- Many banners have been hung, with 
booby traps (fake and real). 

- Hundreds of illegal demo's, with be¬ 
tween 100 and 2.000 people. In Turkey 
this is called 'korsan'. 

- Go-slows and stoppages in factories 
etc. 

- Press conferences given by invalides 
etc. 

- Banners hung by Artists in the Revo¬ 
lutionary Resistance at the American 
embassy.- The police fired with live 
munition. 


At this moment in the Middle East 
a cruel and hidious genocide is taking 
place. The people of Iraq are being 
killed off. Imperialists are making a 
bloodbath of the Middle East with 
weapons brought into the area months 
before hand. Iraq has been turned 
into a hell by the bombarments of 
the "allied" forces. The UJestern mass 
media, under control of imperialists, 
are sending out false information. 
But even these lies cannot hide the 
cruelty which they themselves have 


- 20 democratic representatives, in 

protest with the war censorship, occu¬ 
pied the headquarters of the T.R.T. 
(Turkish Radio and Television, the only 
broadcasting station). State censorship 
recently went so far as to censor 
a CNN broadcast. 


enflicted. 


Jim 


BOMBINGS BY DEVRIMICI SOL - SILAHLI 
DEVRIMICI BIRL1KLER (Armed Revolutio¬ 
nary Units) 

In the past few weeks bombings have 
been carried out almost daily, at di¬ 
rectly associated business in Turkey, 
rectly and indirectly associated busi¬ 
nesses in Turkey. These are preferably 
American. The bombings are always 
carried out in the same way, that 
is: all personel are handcuffed and 
taken outside, after this the bombs are 
set off. 

A short summary of bombings: 


evision, the only 

State censorship A 

r as to censor 

IrannH Dnunll f miiifiis 


This war is being fought in the inte¬ 
rest of oil monopolies and oil sheiks. 
Blood is being spilt for the sake of 
imperialist tieves. Imperialism will accep 
no hinderance in its intersts in the 
oil-rich area. This is why the people 
of the Middle East are being repressed, 
so that imperialists can take a dominan 
position. At the same time that the 


war is going on they want to crush 


- Eight bombs exploded in TUSLOG 
building (the U.S. Logistic Organisation 
Group) 

- In the VBR (Vinnel Braun Root) buil¬ 
ding three bombs went off causing 
great damage. This building is used by 
the American Army as a customs and 
distribution centre for American mili¬ 
tary equipment. In the building were 
several military vehicals. 

- At a NATO base the fifth floor was 
heavily damaged. 

- There was an assault on Pan Am 
in Ankara. 

- There was an assault on the MESS 
office (the metal industry employers 
union, in connection with the Turkish 
miners strike). 

- The head office of the ANAP (the 
governing party in Ankara) was bombed. 

- There have been assaults on the 
American-Turkish Board of Council 
and the American Maritime Company 
in Istanbul 

The Regional Government building 
and the Tax building were bombed 
in Ankara to protest against the death 
bacause of toture of Birtan Altunbas. 

The American consulate and the 
Turkish-American Culture Association 
were bombed. 

- The French, Saudi, Japanese airline 
companies in Ankara were bombed. 

- In Izmir there was another bomb 
explosion in the TUSLOG building, as 
well as in the French consulate and 
the Turkish-American Friendship Asso¬ 
ciation. 

- In Istanbul the Italian embassy, an 
English assurance company and the 
American Migration office were bombed. 

- In Ankara there was an assault on 
the top-advisor of the prime-minister, 
who was also a former commander of 
the Special Army in Kurdistan, Hulusi 
Sayin. Sayin was responsible for bom- 


the national and social freedom move¬ 
ments in the area. 

Beside the input of the United States, 
Britain, France and saudi Arabia other 
imperialist nations are preparing them¬ 
selves for action. The Turkish govern¬ 
ment, which right from the start of 
the crisis has played the part of war¬ 
monger, is allowing its land to be used 
for launching attacks on Iraq and 
is preparing a second front so that 
Turkey can take an active role in 
the war. 

Despite propaganda from the imperialist 
press there is a growing consciousness 
among the people of the world, about 
why and in whoms interst this war 
is being fought. All over the world 
protest is growing. The anger of the 
people in Middle East is also growing 
and with it their resistance. The imperi 
alists shall not reach their goal by 
the means of genocide. They will be 
hit back hard at the end of it all 
just as history has shown with Vietnam, 
Algeria, Angola etc. 

The fascist regime of Ozal takes the 
political stance of collaboration with 
the imperialists. The offering of a 
NATO base in Incirlik to be used by 
America for the bombardment of Iraq 
is only an attempt to sink Turkey into 
the swamp of this war. Ozal is taking 
part in the frontal attack of the Arab 
people. Strengthen the resistance 
against the fascist regime of Ozal! 
SMASH THE IMPERIALISTIC UJAR 
IMPERIALIST TROOPS GET OUT OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST! 

DON'T BE SILENT ABOUT THE MASSMURDE 
OF THE ARAB PEOPLE! 

BUSH, MAJOR AND M1TTERAND ARE 
MURDERERS! 

ALL PEOPLE OF THE WORLD ARE BROTHER 
AND SISTERS! 

OUR FIGHT LIVES ON! 


bings on Turkish and Iraqi Kurdistan. 
DON'T BE SILENT ABOUT THE ARAB 
PEOPLE! 

FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIALIST AGRESSION! 


DEVRIMICI SOL GUCLER (Revolutionary 
Leftwing Forces) 

SILAHLI DEVRIMICI B1RLIKLER (Armed 
Revolutionary Units) 




AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST WAR 



this trial has been prepared by 
the state for defending the FIAT- 
boss cesare romiti, a man - well 
known to all the italian proletar¬ 
ians - who led the restructuration 
of FIAT corporation during the 
eighties leaving thousands of 

families destitute and who today 
belongs to that imperialist poli¬ 
tical management which pushes for¬ 
ward the imperialist war in order 
to solve the increasingly deep 
crisis of capitalism, 
romiti too is behind the daily 
bombings of the multinational force 
against the iraqui people occupying 
the Persian gulf area, 
the imperialist war launched by 
the west with the gulf invasion 
shows once more that capitalism 
is barbarity. 

the destructiveness of the american- 
zionist-european imperialist attack 
against irak, against the arab 
Palestinian people, against the 
south of the world is history of 
these days and it shall be for 
a long time yet. for this the psy¬ 
chological war driven by the pen¬ 
tagon experts aims to build up 
deliberately the necessary scene 
for bringing the military escalation 
to the highest degree, 
this war is an attack against the 
whole international proletariat 
and all the revolutionary movements 
of the areas of the "center" as 
well as of the continents of the /-gifi 
south. ^ 


Mr 






the real nature of this war is 
its worldwide character, it crosses 
over the borders of the middle 
east area because besides the con¬ 
crete reasons of controling the 
energy-sources, re-balancing of 
power on behalf of imperialism, 
global lowering of the contradition 
of the Palestinian revolution 
liberation struggle, there are 
all the reasons of the structural 
crisis of capitalism which pushes 
more and more the strategists of 
the bourgeosie to find warmonger- 
solutions. 


an objective is rebuilding strict 
laws on the production-circulation- 
management of the raw material- 
oil. another one is enforcing and 
settling up the new worldwide capi¬ 
talist order forcing further the 
yalta balance on behalf the us. 
the proletarian masses all over 
the world have already understood 
the destructive meaning of this 
war and are rising up against it. 
from the arab peoples already in 
open rebellion against their ruling 
classes allied with the west and 
more and more in solidarity with 
the attackes iraqui people, to 
the mass basemovements in the us 
and europe more and more in struggle 
against the new power ecstasy of 
the west and its multinational 
force. 

the revolutionary forces in europe 
and all over the world know that 
the only solution is transforming 
imperialist war into revolutionary 
war, developing the revolutionary 
processes in every country and 
the Unitarian attack against imper¬ 
ialism. the multiplicity and conti¬ 
nuity of the revolutionary attacks 
of the last days in many areas 
of the world (from mediteranean 
to latin america, from europe to 
Philippines...) is a first signal 
of this new internationalist cons¬ 
ciousness . 

as comunist prisoners we are on 
the side of the iraqui people and 
of the whole arab people attacked 
by the multinational force and 
on the side of al 1 the people and 
proletarians fighting against the 
imperialist barbarity. 


against the Imperialist war develop 
the international class war’ 
war "to NATO and ~to the multinational 
force! 

fight together against imperialism 
in europe and in the tricontinent 
of the south! 

reinforcing the revolutionary anti¬ 
imperialist front in europe and 
in _ the _ med iterranean-middle-east 
area! 


the triumphant bulletins of the 
"belligerent powers" (us, great 
britain, france, italy...) about 
the dozens of thousands of bombings 
on irak are not the clean balance 
of a technological war but the 
inhuman daily account of the arab 
men, women, children killed "in 
silence”. the racism of this war 
and of its media campain is so 
that the reality of the dead does 
not appear except when one drop 
of israeli blood is shed! 
what the imperialist bourgeosie 
takes into consideration and care¬ 
fully calculates is the cost of 
its high tech war machines and 
not of the human life of whole 
populations. 
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CENSORSHIP 
DURING THE UJ/\R 

The following are parts of an event onto 
the situation in Iraq and the arabian world, 
onto the character of the so-called gulf- 
wapSnd onto the politics of liiest Germany. 
This event took place in Stuttgart, Ulest- 
Germany on the 2. February '91. The refe¬ 
rent, Said Dudin, is the director of the 
Palestinian pressagency in W-Germany and 
has^een in Bagdad till a few days before 
the event. 

UJe choose those parts that deal about 
the censorship of western mass-medias (al¬ 
though the whole event was very instruc¬ 
tive!) 

SAID: Good Evening. I went to Bagdad on the 
13.January. From the beginning our opinion 
was that the politics of the USA - not 
only since the 2.8.90 but since the last 
two years - aimed on a war of agression 
against the arabian people. We arrived in 
Bagdad on the 13. The first 5 days after the 
attack I was in Bagdad and the 3 following 
days in the western region between the 
city Al-Dur and the frontier to Jordan. 
The attacks began at... 

... I'd like to give a short chronic of the 
first days to point out the role of the im¬ 
perialist medias. After the first two attack- 
waves, that each about 4 hours and meant 
300 flights only against Bagdad, Fitzwater 
declared in the Pentagon that the air de¬ 
fense was destroyed. He made Saddam Hus¬ 
sein the intellectually stimulating purpose 
to comit suicide or to capitulate. That 
declaration curiosly also determinated the 
reports of my collegues that were in Bag¬ 
dad. Also people that doesn't know anything 
about military actions must have noticed 
escpacially in that night the intensity of 
the iraqian air defense. The declaration of 
the iraqian foreign ministry after the se¬ 
cond attack wave, that the americans had 
destroyed 36 cardboard-missile was called 
propaganda by the Christian occidental 
press. Even in the fifth day when the chief- 
commander of the french invasionforces 
doubted the american statement because he 
had to find a reason for the shot aircrafts, 
even then the representives of the opinion- 
industrie unfeelingnessly went on to distri¬ 
bute the bloody ilusion, that the war would 
only last a few days like the white masters 
in the pentagon had planned it. Even then 
they spoke about a clean war and surgical 
operations. I'm conciously speaking about 
the fifth day because of certain reasons. 


□n the 3.day the americans changed their 
strategy. Because they hadn't succeded to 
reach their declared targets they began to 
use NATO-bases in Turkey. They also began 
to bring the B-52s into action to commit 
mass-murder at the civil population. Collea¬ 
gues of about 20 countries heard the news 
□f the destruction of the iraqian ministry 
of defense. They all were at the ministry. 
ii)e found one single man, about 50 years old, 
who was dead. His brother was completly 
beside himself and cried why they had bom¬ 
bed that building. It had been evacuated 
since 3.August last year. Not a single chair 
had been in there and the man had been the 
only guard. The colleagues went back to 
their hotel and confirmed the report of the 
pentagon. The interview with the old man 
was cut. The question was to distribute 
the hurray-reports about the military at¬ 
tacks of the USA. The colleagues were 
brought to a factory for baby-food, where 
about 30 workers had been killed. They just 
were recoverd. The journalists began to de¬ 
mand in a really criminalistic style to be al¬ 
lowed to go through certain doors, to col¬ 
lect certain boxes and glasses to proof 
if it had really been a factory for baby- 
food. Ule were told that the post office had 
been attacked. UJe went there. 7 schoolboys 
and 21 schoolgirls had been killed. They'd 
all been about 9 or 10 years od. Uie were 
brought to the old museum of Bagdad where 
still 3 dead assistants layed. I could endles- 
sy go on with this examples. The germans 
left Bagdad 6 hours aferwards but although 
they took over the reports of a clean war. 

A very good example for the lies that 
were produced there and distibuted all 
over the world is the following: the Iraqies 
had captured 14 aircrafts and 9 pilots at 
the first day. After 3 days they had captu¬ 
red 32 pilots. They announced that but 
General Schwarzkopf spoke about an arabian 
prDpaganda-fairytail. As a response the 
iraqian inf ormation-minister let all these pilots 
be shown in television where they had to 
tell their name, where they had been captu¬ 
red. and to what unit they belonged. After¬ 
wards he asked the americans to tell what 
pilots belonged to them because the others 
wouldn't be treated like prisoners of war, 
if the americans would not admit their los¬ 
ses. And the same colleagues that had heard 
Schwarzkopfs declaration about only 9 cap¬ 
tured pilots, declared that the barbares 
were against the Geneva Convention and 
had brought the pilots forward like animals. 
The whole reparting was part of the war 
against our people. The journalists could 


like us leave the hotel at any time, go 
on the street, take a taxi, go to the old 
town, make interviews with everyone they 
wanted. I tell this because here it's spoken 
about censorship. Sme of the journalists 
did it, but the arguments of the piople 
there weren't part of the information-poli¬ 
tics of the western medias ... 

... I'd like to go into some special argu- 
ments.For example they speak about censor¬ 
ship. I saw the reports of CNN, CBS and the 
only german group, RTL (a private TV-Sta- 
tion). And I can tell names... not at any 
time any reporter has been hindered to 
go to any place that had been attacked, 
if had got informations about that. 

Now to the sources of information we had 
there. Nearly any reporter has a radio 
and we could hear the broadcasts of the 
Emirates, Saude-Arabia, Jordan, Egypf, Syria, 
Algeria, Marocco, that also broadcast in 
engliijh. And of course the israele radio all 
day long. 

By that none of the jornalists can say he 
had only one-sided information. There was 
total transmission in english all around 
the clock. 

The second thing is, that often a represen- 
tive of the iraqian information-ministry 
came to the hotel and asked: Have you 
been at the museum, in the hospital, in 
that school? It wasn't so that they came, 
put one in a car and sended him there. 
They just asked if one had been there. 
So far I regard every attempt to defend the 
own reparting-politics by saying one was 
forced to do it like that as very serious. 

An example: 36 hours afer the attack I 
was phoned by two Berlin radio stations... 
that were very strange people. A woman 
asked me: liJhen will the army at last revot 
agains Saddam Hussein. During a live trans¬ 
mission! I said her if I jind a general I can 
give him your telephon number, than you 
can speak with him about that. 3 hours 
later really the BBC phones and asks: Is it 
true that in Bagdad the army has taken 
over the power. 1 was really rired to keep 
cool but I should have confirmed that re¬ 
port and tell them that they even had ap¬ 
pointed Margaret Thatcher their new prime 
minister. But you don't feel like that. There 
are hospitals destroyed, school, museums,... 
massmurder, and small-minded persons sit 
around and try just to invent any sensatio¬ 
nal rubbish. 


Ml 




I experienced it when they destructed the 
ministry of defense. When I asked the col- 
legues of CBS or espacially from that nota- 
rious CCN why don't you transmit in two 
sentences what that man said namely that 
it was empty? Really the colleague from 
RTL was the most honest when he told me, 
we don't want to know that. They just simp¬ 
ly don't want to know it. 

The commentator asks: what have you seen 
today and he get's a description of the 
scene in the food-factory and he says: 

No such emotional stuff. And if the Iraqies 
want to censor - everybody began his re¬ 
port with: "the dictator of Bagdad has de¬ 
clared" - if they really want to censor 
they would have told him, no, that will not 
be transmitted. 

But we have to do it with two levels. The 
most ugly form of censorship obvisiouly 
begins during the education of these jour¬ 
nalists. They know exactly what orders 
they have to carry out. They are under big 
pressure of expectation. I realised their 
dilemma when they were formulating, simply 
trying to quality a crime. For example the 
destruction of a hospital. A collegues asked 
me really umpteen times: is there really no 
stategical important object near by the 
hospital... I'm now for a long time in that 
business. Since years I'm a member of the 
"Journalists for peace". And I know that 
even a journalist like Franz Alt who rende¬ 
red outstanding services to the reaction 
who's a member of the Christian democrates 
since 32 years, was immediatly out of the 
game after making one or two critical com¬ 
ments in a TV-newsmagazin. Also Klaus Be- 
duarz another wellknown TV-commentator 
after only one critical comment. 

In so far the baddest form of censorship 
is self-censorship. 

Than there's on the second place the res¬ 
ponsible editor. I know a journalist in West- 
Berlin who made a periodical programme 
where he brought two americans, one israeli 
but sometimes also a Palestinian or an iraqi. 
This programme was concelled. That's the 
reality. There's a much more dangerous 
censorship without scissor, that of sociali¬ 
zation. And than this people earn... an exa¬ 
mple not from Iraq but from Palestine: A 
man phones me from Gaza: I was . called by 
the army today to collect my son from Au- 
sarz. I asked why doesn't he come himself? 
And he picked me up. There was my son 
in a bag. He was dead. The bag was throwm 
in a Landrover and we went to the grave¬ 
yard and buried him. The man was completly 
besides himself. His son had been prisoner 
of administration in Ansar 2. I phoned that 
Friederich Schreiber in Tel Aviv and told 
him the adress of the man, his telephone 
number, the graveyard. After the third re¬ 
quest he went to the father. He sees the 
house is in mourming and the father tells 
him in all details what had happened, where 
his son is buried and of course begs him... 
Schreiber goes to Ansar 2, has a cup of 
coffee with the commander, the commander 
looks into his card file and says, they never 
had a prisoner of that name. So Schreiber 
says: I can't accept the responsibility for 
a report about that for a report about 
that. But mister Schreiber works 2 1/2 month 
on such a scribble about the near east con¬ 
flict. That scribble get's bought for BooooDM 
by Mister dallhaus, who is vice president 
of the zionistic organisation and president 
of the 'States Center for political Education 
and is distributed at schools and also in 
bancs. 


I can tell dozens of examples how 
censorship works and this people cry 
the most loudly: therelt s pressure 
put on us althrough we are free jour¬ 
nalists and and and..-fact is that the 
structures of the medias are so dense 
that a journalist has to wait until 
he's in a realy high position till he 
partly can say his opinion! mean Klaus 
Beduarz isn't a nobody, he i9s the 
chief of one of the most important 
political programms in gerrnany. al¬ 
though he is send packing, that are 
the realities in the medias. there were 
some journalists that even gave me 
advice: if they want to make a inter¬ 
view with you, make it before 7 pm 
in the morning because at 8 or 9 0 % 
clock this one and that one will come 
and than you'll have no more chance 
that it will be transmitted, that's 
the situation, i tell this because one 
say's that this are the successors 
of Goebbels (Nazi-propaganda-minister) 
but i doubt that Goebbels would get 
a job today, that he had enough quali¬ 
fication. 

and the result of that reparting: after 
month, years, in a land, where millions 
of intelligent women ; and men live, 
they say: we don't understand whats 
happening, because the whole reparting 
is determined that people don't under¬ 
stand. now they tell that they'd been 
thrown out of bagdad. it is outregeos 
how the ra around hysterically, every 
employee of the hotel raschid had 
to play psychatrist at the day when 
the attack begun, the really reacted 
unbelievable hysterically, and then 
there convoi has simply been accom¬ 
panied, except these that wanted to 
stay - we still have a team of three 
peoples, the CNN of course has people 
that works there - and than they 
started cry:"we 've been thrown out." 
then they were asked if they want 
to come back and a convoi of amman 
was let in again. 

i mean who are the so-called iraquin 
censors, they are students that got 
their education in politics or jour¬ 
nalism in Canada, they look after the 
canadien journalists, those who get 
their education id gerrnany look after 
the jounalists of gerrnany and so on. 


and there are certain questions, that 
are really asked humorous, for example 
the ex-embassador of iraq in the GDR, 
sherberakdar, says to a german tv- 
correspondent:" with you we really 
have a bone to pick. Momper, mayor 
of berlin gave the mayor of .Jerusalem 
an award, i mean the military comander 
of kuwait is also waiting of something 
like that." and then one can see how 
these people react: but you can't 
compare that, and so on. 
and i can only say that there hadn't 
been any pressures put on these 
people. 

i read the report of a british jounalist 
he said that he was working around 
without identity-card and than was 
arrested for 3 days and beaten, that 
is not the real story, the reason why 
he was arrested is: when the news 
came in that a missile had been fallen 
on Tel Aviv he began to say that the 
arabs are nazis. and he was arrested 
and expelled because of racistic behav 
iour. and the identity-card, i know 
nearly nobody in iraq who is carrying 
his identity-card with him. we are 
not in middle europe there, but i'd 
reallu prefer to have these people 
there, for example those of the state- 
TV that one tells them you saw that 
and that but in your report you 
brouht that and that and that.' why 
that? i gave it up. 

don$ t forget the whole arabien region 
when we were in the comitee of "jour¬ 
nalists for peace", who really risked 
support the standpoints of the peace- 
movement. 






In very normal pay negotiations what jour¬ 
nalist risk to identify himself totally with 
the stand point of his vision ? And they 
speak in s superlatives about freedom and 
democracy. I wasn't prejudiced with illu¬ 
sions, but if you are on the spot and see 
how lies come into being ...! Even after 
they had seen in quarters that they were 
reduced to rubble, even when Schwarzkopf 
told them about the attacks of B-52s, and 
every idiot knows that B-52s are good 
for massmurder and extensive bombing, even 
then they reported about attacks on mili¬ 
tary targets. 

Eveb when the Iraqis put a helicopter at 
their disposal to show them the town A1 
Doursi 300 km in the north, that had been 
reduced to rubble, only the italian TV took 
the chance- and censorship exists on 
all levels. If an italian admiral takes the 
liberty to doubt Bush's "wisdom" he get 
this removed. Like the french war-mini¬ 
ster,who said:"l think the things are not 
goingin the interest of France".For me 
that's dictatorship what rules here ... 

1 pointed out, how confused the whole atti¬ 
tude to the Islam is. If you now compare 
the reporting on the islamic mudjaheddin 
in Afghanistan with the reporting about 
the Iranians - althoughthey have the same 
social-political concept, one is for the 
islamic mudjaheddin in Afghanistan and 
against the islamic fanatics in Iran. That 
supports the confusion... 


The atmosphere in the arabian region for 
example in Amman contracts totally to that 
in Europe.Today in a german newspaper 
stood :"The people want to die". The people 
don't want to die , the people who go to 
Iraq, they simply want to defend themselves 
against the death, they don't want to die. 
Here it's described like that. But the death 
is there and the people defend themselves. 
That's the situation for example it's impor¬ 
tant to know that in Agypt 3000 journalists 
strike. Here that's rarely reported. 

All mass-organiations, doctors, pharmacists, 
teachers, they are all unified against the 
politics of the government. 

In Sudan more than 1 million peoples are 
on the street. In Maroc there's generalstrike 
I don't know if it's reported here. So the 
people here they believe a lie when Bush 
says the arabian world stood on his side. 










Th, 


lank 




* _ - o 

o ° ®* • 

A ° o • 
o® a ® o© 

®o o°°o 

9 0 l °° 0 ® 

a ° ° © o© 

' o « ®« 

, ® o ® o 
\®o „® ‘ 

O © 

® ® © O * 

0 OO p 
»© • C 
1 ® ©° 
»°®o C 




he 


X**. for 


the ; t/lar Wc l*, 

... tnarnn UJar a 

he ^rv T Cin 9 

- v *°Wng 


the .S' n ' na °e , 

af ricel hanc e t?_ ^he 
of 

5? '•*; 


t »'>*£. • '?'»»» "*»5 


W O f° a tC **£: 
P - oba b?^ to Can 


° f *fe V «* fil t <nh°^' S - nCe 

it..* Otaa 


fSSrfsgSgs 

t-o ! 'eel I inhere * u of th? U8Ue se ' in 


t^ s 

Per, 


^>e p 0 

t/, e ota Soo 
JUs tice^ CaiJ ea rt 0l/e f t/, 

Scta y JSc ° sti ^ ef t 7 h t/)e Serf eCa ° s e C<J/t 

< t- ■XX’- 

2-? 


tl *t ion a 9o. 


° ® ° &ife^Lfi^ere^ 


Thl h £* y ^ *C t 5*255* 

fis^ fi%t ba >^^ ks 

- ^9 ( ?o ,0f) ^ 




afrj. 


Ca ns 

c °ntj r . ! ' J <«»,_-.. t ‘™ L '’tir;. l tu>l is ,, u i><’rr,. 


y- 

yt b il 'n Ws lbl i Urt her 

S’rS "c^ 

S‘s a -t % ju «s° "■ , s ow 

Jri 9 t/^ J J v e 0£ s S ° f th e ltbas been te lr 
rer nark s 7ec tur e C mjt v 
">V C some ®- that , fe s° f W>e 
p °s e , , p er s sPe c /fy c ' ‘"eat-g ® p °n Sor ^ 

©7'a(.,' s houln ! hi s *■ r aifi- Jr >tn 

hi. 


~ f ^sv s °< Pe °P7o oe a tio n 

a a ^o ns ar ^. **•*£% > 

soC e in 2**> i>, >nr o ^ a n0 ^gcfetf 


^ar 


■og- 

Jo 


aor/ °Hg G ef ric^ s )~r ISc o, 
t a o re ^; ^ 

-a, do £$£? 

° e *n 4^ hi s af ^n c ^ 


So. 


' V>’ at , fee ^ 




^Ifleniyto 


i&Z < 

- '7/y 

in 


■tng ~‘ Sq Uss i Ce ' 

S9a 'n St 2^/ 

W er e ^Of^ 8 W " ' v -' 

res t ed ’ a 6oe t i/5 e ro° u ^e/J * ^ 

^c rui ’ n t g hi s 


50 pl S>t in th? tn 


\'// N 

m e , 7 n '" 0wy n 9 ,yl\;/':>^, 

'e ' / ,V'-r^->‘ 


3e 0 so C /*"“ aWTf o^ v r ?°' 

Jde 3s V Wr ' cno,- for Oe s • t ^ a t / ^ p r 
fn tA,e cr,°° the mJt ^nt\^o h h ta lk 

mT n e * a * P le m ? al Just^ 0 ^ s °^ or 
are"/,? ^ ^ Cf! ^e^e^ 

f b °01 t ? 0ll eg es d . Pi'7 So ° re Voorir, . ^V, 

ab Of ST ,Uni t^ n c °^nil atin o ’oT eri ' 

A,e mih^-harntjyti^ a »yea 


;n th£ n ° ce n %*rn£*»* st F 

ft r L 9 °^s i nc, i*n fr °nt Uat 
^ZjherT 




a. 


^l/Gj 

V ^ * 


mvdoaj ** | as ra oo;tv -i',< 
•- " 


os? 1 /": «L»ou,: n °* 


fa, 
i< 

Se S7J 


a 

this 


far^ti^ ~co nte ab0Ut 


','< yejc^'C 


Qry 


°mbers 




Oef, 


3 es 

e ns e 


-sea ai a nd t - Patr, - 




_• • •;.. . • <?v . 


in ■ oe f n „ ”'Oido " e or P *, ^ 

thenars ? n 9 a ° r u s , ® ■^igdt r ^ c n/ 

t f "5 5l|£ e ^ e ^^Xr?' 

r^y&is^ 

of a?dT °n ° 0l >t > ,fc so^ id °° 


t/j e o?° d mor e f ° ^ddj, 


^erg Sp me of 


V. 'i ■•< •■ 

• »; .-■*■' « j if .*■'•» ‘ * 


_, t , fc/ ie 




48 


W’ 

fp^'4. 

Vt'K :V^S^ 
;^iSsr,'VT: 


'•'?■•'. r: 


* <T . 









i£:^v£ : 


Mpbeen the recipients of AiDS-education!^^ 
M That activism has^define itself, today, l|!| 
V in relationship to the war that is un-ip 
folding in the Persian gulf % 

K This is black history month. Africarv-9^ 
F ' american history month. It used In 

f he called negro history week, when 

' 1 was in elementary school. When I ^ j 
was a young student we called it negro 
history week, and I'm some what ambiva- ^ 
:*■ lent about the idea of setting aside |p| 
■ .. one historical space, within which to fSjl 
V’ confine our recognition of the fact lii 
: that there are people, in this count i \ 
i- •• who have contributed to the history 1||§ 

£' : °T this country, who are other than 

% people of european descent, (applause') 

IH ...and when I look at the newspapers ||||i 
' and see that now, instead of only having 
V-; one sale during this period 'presidents- 
day-sale', which is going to be happen-||l|j 
ing. When is it?...Monday or so , thelllj 
very huge sales on January 15, the W 
.. day before the war broke out, the liay ' * 
which marked the beginning of the wai, 

\ the day that we dedicated to the cele-ffl|| 
bration of the great Dr. Martin Luther 
King jr. That holiday, is bing objecti- 
!■ Tied, edified, commercialized, commodi- 
•1| fied, because there are now MartinJjPf 
! Luther King day sales, (laughter) -;':. %'S... §fp 
i So, 1 want to talk a little bit aboutl M 
v i history. History...our history as afri-japl 
^ can-americans, how it has intercepted HMk 
p|with the specific historys of other Hp 
? people of colour, and particularly thelpfl 
"ipeople of the first nations, of...tl is 1 
•tcontinent. I want to talk also, about JjHlg 
: .: : -.my own individual history. I would like®!® 
i us to remember that history is rather 
un-popular, in the United States nfiHB 
America. History is not even a very p||| 
popular subject in institutions like thisl ^PP 
ffi ...It is generally considered to be quite|pl| 

■ boring to have to study things thatS^ 
.... °ccured so long ago, that they appear 

I ™ to have no relevance to what is unfold-|l|l| 
ing today, particularly in the way inl l fB8 | 
which they are constructed...as dead.||l|j| 
.. Moments which are a part of a past.taB 
'which has been severed from our pre-|pp8i 
P* sent. Not too long ago, I encounteredpHr 

I " 'a young black boy, perhaps 8 or 9 years f ill ip 
of age, he was with his mother. HisPlljp 
m mother recognized me, and said some- 
^ thing to him about my history, my trial 
H during the early 70's, and I guess sheJHpJ 
|| drew the connection between what had <j 

I iii happened to me, and the history of - 
the black people, and mentioned that "*1 
1 was perhaps, something like, a figurp ' t 

















So, this little boy comes up to me and 
he looks at me, and says, 'Are you black 
history?' (laughter from audience) It 
was as if he was amazed that I was 
alive, that I was a real person. Yeah, 
because history is constructed as some¬ 
thing that is dead...and that is why 
it is boring to us. I want to suggest, 
that all of us need to reflect upon 
the way in which we have been...shaped- 
by...that history of ■ those people CSho 
populate this society, who have been 
marginalized, and how history's are 
marginalized. There are all kinds-of 
marginal histories that we study. We 
study sort-of on the sidelines...black 
history, we study nativn-american his¬ 
tory,you know, some of us...we study 
the history of all of the other peoples 
,who are considered ethnic minorities, 
which is a serious problem, I think...eth¬ 
nic. You know, minority or ethnic 
people...because if there's some of us 
who are ethnic and some of us who 
are not...(laughter from audience) 

Of course, that is represented in a 
hierarchical sense. Somehow, it is more 
universal, and more human, not to be 
ethnic. Those who are not defined 
as ethnics...people of european descent. 
People of european descent, many of 
whom don't even relate to the fact 
that they do have an ancestry, a cul¬ 
tural ancestry. Sometimes we, those 
of us who wear african clothes or what¬ 
ever, they'll get called 'cultural'. UJe're 
cultural, you know, (laughter from aud¬ 
ience) I want 

to say that this is a moment, in which 
we must acknowledge the way in which 
all of these specific histories, are 
woven into the history of this country, 
and not only the histories of those 
of us who happen to be of cultures 
other than european, but those of us 
who are 


working-class, regardiess of our ‘ethnic 
backgrounds* as opposed to the middle- 
class or bourgeosie, and that is a term 
that can be used in a sense that does 
not mean somebody who drives around 
in a mercedes and wears a fur-coat. 
We can talk about that later, (laughter) 
Those of us who are women. 
Women of all ethnic backgrounds, and 
those of us who are gay... gay women 
and men, of all ethnic backgrounds. 
It is really important for us to recog¬ 
nize the way in which these histories 
intersect. Those of us who are disabled 
and 1 would like to thank the signer 

£§ r wh h o ari ^ht thi ge e KIaring^fmpa t ire8f of 


So, I am still alive...and I am, actually, 
still active in some of the very same 
movements, as I was active in the 60's, 
and the early 70's. I can personally 
attest to the fact, that we all exist 
on a historical contininum, which means 
that we encorporate our past history, 
the history which has shaped us, the 
history which has shaped not only those 
of u who made that history, but those 
of us who have no conscious memory 
of that history. There is an uncon¬ 
scious memory of that history within 
you, regardless of whether you acknow¬ 
ledge it or not...I know personally that 
I am just now beginning to recognize 
the extent to which my activism, in 
the 60 s and the 70's, was shaped by 
the activism of the generation which 
went before me, by my mother's activism. 
My mother was active, during the 30's. 
She was a member of the N.A.A.C.P. 
in the 30's, which then, amounted to 
being a member of the communist party. 
That s right...but if we don't understand 
their history, we tend to look at the 
N.A.A.C.P. as, perhaps a rather conser¬ 
vative expression, of the quest for 
african-american liberation. 1 knew 


when I reached the moment of mature 
political activism, that my mother had 
been an activist. I knew that she had 
been an officer of the seventh negro- 
youth-congress. 1 knew that she had 
been active in the movement to free 
the Scouts-Crow nine, but I didn't re¬ 
late to what she had done, to what 

I was doing. From the vantage, point 
of the revolutionary ideas which I em¬ 
braced, and which I still embrace, it 
did not appear that there was very 
much of a connection, between me and 
her. During that period, I never sat 
down with her and asked her to share 
with me her experiences. Some of you 
are looking out of the audience, and 

I see that there's some of you who 

are at least as old as I am, and you 
remember what they said about people 
over 30? (laughter) 

The early 60's. The civil rights move¬ 
ment of the early 60's, was a multi-gen¬ 
erational movement, but particularly 
those of us in the later 60's, began 
to see ourselves as having introduced 
something totally new into history. 
That wasn't true. liJe saw ourselves 

as historical innovators, in such a way 

that prevented us from understanding 
our relationship to the generation be¬ 
fore us. So, I have vowed to share 
the experiences of my generation, with 
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the young generation of activists today, 
whom must assume the leadership. The 
generation, from which I must be willing 
today to learn...because my life spans 
almost 5 decades that I've been here. 
In 3 years, I'll have spent half of a 
century, on this planet, (applause) 

That is about one quarter of the history 
of what is called the Uhited States 
of America, if we take the year 1776, 
but of course we must examine that 
critically as well, because the United 
States of America is only one formation 
that came to exist here, on the basis 
of the genocidal destruction of the 
original inhabitants of this land. 

Because I've been here for such a 
long time, I can tell you about the sys¬ 
tem of absolute gerjcro-segregation, 
in the South. I can tell you what it 
felt like, as a child, to know that 
I was barred from practically every pub¬ 
lic building, in the city of Birmingham, 
Amlabama. If I went downtown shopping, 
there was only one place that allowed 
black people to buy food, and then 
you couldn't eat it there, you had to 
take it ouside. You went to one section 
of the counter, bought your hot-dog, 
or whatever it was, and walked outside 
and ate it outside. UJhat does that 
sound like? It is important that we 
realize that apartheid in South Africa, 
was largely based on the experiences 
of the United States of America, on 
gencro-segregation in the South! (ap¬ 
plause)...and the Bautou's lands are 
a translation, into South African terms, 
of the reservations for the native peo¬ 
ple. The reservations to which the 
native people of this country were 
confined, (applause) 

Yeah, 1 grew-up in Birmingham, Alabama. 
I grew-up when it was illegal for black 
and white people to talk to eachother, 
except on economic matters. I grew- 
up when you could be arrested, i£ you 
entered into a relationship with a white 
person, that was not economic, which 
meant that if you didn't buy something 
from a white person or if you didn't 
work for a white person, you could 
be arrested. I do remember my. mother, 
who did graduate work in New York, 
so we did have some white friends... 
there was really not any white people. 
I wouldn't know a single white person 
until I left Birmingham, Alabama. I saw 
them, they were around, but I didn't 
know them. They lived across the 
street, and they never looked at us. 
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tile were not allowed to cross the street, 
although we did. As kids, we ran across 
the street. UJe had games, wecreated 
our games that were our form of resist¬ 
ing that system of segregation. My 
family lived on the border of the 'negro 
zone', right on the border, on the other 
side of the street, it was illegal for 
a black person to set her or his feet 
on the ground, unless that person was 
going to work for white people. It 
was bizarre, because after that system 
collapsed, and I would go home, my 
mother still lives in the same house, 
I would realize that once across the 
street, I would get lost...it was like 
another world. So I can ask the ques¬ 
tion...liberty and justice, for whom? 
I was aware, as a very young child, 
I was aware, I think as a three year 
old, that whatever that system was, 
that there was no justice in there for 
me...there was no liberty for me. I 
remember wanting to go to see movies, 
but I couldn't go, because I was black. 
1 had to understand then what that 
was all about. 1 also had to develope 
critically, in my own three year old 
way, of appraising what was going on, 
that I would not condemn myself to 
inferiority. I remember, that even 
thoughwe had to say the 'pledge of 
allegiance, to the flag of the United 
States of America and to the republic, 
for which it stands,' they didn't even 
have 'under god' then.'for one nation, 
indivisible, with...' you know,...'with 
liberty and justice for all.' 

I remember saying that, and wondering 
what we were saying. Fortunately, 
because the school system was so tota 
-lally segregated, we had our own 
teachers, our own structures, we had 
our own books, which were the books 
that were thrown away by the white 
students when they were finished with 
them, old tattered books. lile had 
teachers that insisted that when we 
said the 'pledge of allegiance' to the 
flag of America, when singing 'the star 
bangled banner', that we would also 
sing 'lift every voice and sing', the 
black national anthem, (applause) The 
negro national anthem, 'Lift every voice 
and sing till earth and heavan ring, 
ring with the harmony of liberty,' and 
that was our construction of liberty, 
'Let it, let the rejoicing rise, high as 
the glistening skies, let it resound, 
loud as the rolling sea, sing a song, 
full of tL< hope that the dark past has 
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I taught us. Sing a song full of the 
faith, that the present has taught us, 
facing the rising sun, till a new day 
has begun, let us march on till victory 
yg! won! ...and that is what I remeber.'till 
fS victory is won! 1 (applause) 

1 think *t is important for those of 
jjgi you. who are unaware of the experience 
Hi of segregation in the history of this 
country, to recognize that we didn't 
j just accept it, that we weren't just 

I victims. 1 noticed that someone, very 
correctly, challenged the use of the 
term 'victim', during one of the intro¬ 
ductions, because we were much more 
than victims. We resisted, we fought 
back, and so when the Montgomery bus 
boycott occurred, in 1955,. well a lot 
of people think, suddenly, there was 
Rosa Parks (laughter)...well, this is a 
meant construction of history. Suddenly, 
this woman appears, and for some reason 
...well, of course there are all kinds- 
of myths, about why Rosa Parks refused 
to move to the back of the bus. People 
say that she got tired.(laughter)...yeah, 
that's the construction of history. 
Here's a woman, who gets tired, and 
refuses to move to the back of the 
bus, suddenly, the civil rigthts movement 
occurs, (laughter and applause)...Yes, 
she was tired, but she had been tired 
for a long time, and all of us had been 
tired, even longer than that! (applause) 
Besides, she was a political activist, 
which you don't usually hear about. 
That was a conscious decision on her 
part...and this is why it is important 
to learn something of the history of 
african-americans, because it holds 
lessons for all of us today. 

There's some of us waiting around 
for the anti-war movement, just to 
happen, and when at a recent demons¬ 
tration, only a few hundred people show 
up, here in Boulder, people get depres¬ 
sed. They think that somehow or an¬ 
other, everyone is supposed to be in¬ 
fected with something that propells 
them out into the streets. It doesn't 
happen that way! Movements have to 
be organized. There'll be probably 
a whole lot of people, who would go 
out there, if they were reached, in 
some way or another. If there were 
students, who went to every single 
class on this campus, who organize the 
means of reaching reaching every single 
student and letting them know what 
is going on, and not only the students, 
but the organizations in the community, 
as well. 
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H When the Montgomery bus boycott happen-Mw 
| ed, it was because of a group of african- !*?, 
american women. A group of african-ameri- 

■ can women led by a woman named Jona Rob¬ 
inson, who taught at Alabama State Univer¬ 
sity. It was because they had been plan¬ 
ning for that boycott for a long time, 
nobody knew, but they were ready, when 
Rosa Parks refused to move to the back 
of the bus, to already have the text of 
a leaflet together. They had the mach¬ 
ines together, and they were ready to 
ditto, you didn't have a xerox then, (laugh¬ 
ter)...a mimiograph, thousands and thousands 
of leaflets, and that's why that movement 
happened, that was the right moment. 

Yes, the moment had to be right, but if 
the organizers hadn't been there, the 
moment would have been lost. This moment 
is right, for the emergence of a movement, 
the likes of which this country has never 
before seen...(applause)...never before!... 

and because those of you, who are young 
activists today, stand on the shoulders 
of us, who were young activists of another 
time! (applause) So therefore, it is possible 
for you to reach much higher, but you 
have to learn some basic things, as well. 

You have to learn how important it is to 
organise, to acquire organizing skills. 

You see, organizing is like house-work. 

It is that kind-of work that nobody ever 
notices, unless it is done. I mean, when 
the house is clean, well, that's the way 
it's supposed to be. You don't think about 
how it got clean and how much work it 
took to wax that floor, and how much ener¬ 
gy it required, but when the floor is all 
dirty, and the beds are unmade and the 
dishes are diry... especially some of you 
people of the opposite gender...(laughter) 
...you get quite upset, when you see that, 
(laughter) The lesson of the centrality, 
the absolute importance of organizing, 
that means 'real work', it means doing more 
than thinking in a progressive way, and 
unfortunately those of us who spend much 
of our time in institutions, such as this, 
and I know there are many people here 
who may not necessarily be students or 
faculty, but alot of us who spend much 
of our time in these kinds-of institutions, 
they begin to confuse thought with action, 
we begin to think all we have to do is 
think, and that somehow it becomes real, 
it becomes palpable. Well thought-out 
knowledge is absolutely essenbtial, and 
I would encourage everyone to work hard, 
in terms of holding those skills, but they 
don't mean a damn thing, unless...that is 
to say if you are truly commited to...liberty 
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and justice for all. They don't mean any- \ 
thing if you cannot figure-out how to unite 
your thought, with your action. 

Marx said a long time ago, in his eleventh 
...Feuerbach thesis that...well, he was speak¬ 
ing about philosophers. Philosophers have 
interpreted the world in various ways, the 
point is to change it, and that is not less 
true today, then it was then, when he wrote 
it. So, I want to spend a few minutes talk¬ 
ing about a movement of which I was the 
direct recipient. I was charged, in 1970, 
with murder, kidnapping, and conspiracy,* 
which were all capital crimes. I faced' 
the death penalty three times. As a matter 
of fact, when I went to court, 1 heard 
the attorney general say to the judge, 
that he wanted the death penalty not once, 
not twice, but three times and there was 
only ONE of me! (laughter) So, I realized 
that the state of California, while Reagan 
was the governor, in those days of course... 
was real serious. 

I've been on the FBI's ten most wanted 
list...(applause) Thank-you. Someone sent 
me one of those posters, containing a pic-" 
ture and information, about me and my 
scars, telling people not to attempt to 
capture me, because I might be armed and 
dangerous. Yeah, I have one of those' post¬ 
ers hanging in my house, and my mother, 
when she sees it says, 'why did you have 
to put that up?' I said, 'I'm proud! I'm 
really proud, that I was considered one 
of the ten most wanted people, by the 
FBI!' (applause)...and I have to continue 
to remind myself, because 1 have to live 
up to that! So, I spent about 18 months 
in jail. At least sixteen of which wer# 
in solitary confinement. 

(...here, a small piece of the speech is 
missing, due to lack-of space on the first 
side of the cassette.) 
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m The later 60's were...very much, for the 
~black community, the later 60's involved 
a war. There was a war going on in our 
community, literally. I accepted a job at 
UCLA teaching philosophy, teaching marxism, 
teaching dialectical materialism. Then 
^Reagan decided he wanted to fire me, be- 
M cause I was a communist. I was fired, and 
’ as a result of all the publicity that was 
? generated around the fact that I was a 

■ communist. I came forth, or at least the 
P image, was one of a black militant, because 
<a I had a big afro, which in those days, that 
Bwas a political sign that you would be stop- 

. ed by the police, for simply wearing your 

■ hair that way. I was, many times, before 
^anyone ever knew my name or who I was. 
J During that period. 1 got hate mail. I got 
I threatening letters. I got thousands and 
^ thousands of notes and telephone calls, 
Pfrom people who said that they were going 
Ato kill me, if I did not go back to Africa 
l^or go back to Russia. That's true. The 
a Reagan government stimulated this kind- 
flof connection between racism and anti- 

■ communism. So I had to protect myself. 
sjThe campus police protected me on campus, 

■ as a matter of fact, they came and es- 
*\corted me around, stood outside my classes, 

■ they started up my car incase there was 
I a bomb planted in my car. That was the 

1 type of life I led then, but they did not 

2 protect me off the campus, they wanted 
" to make sure that if I got killed, it didn't 
4 happen on the campus of UCLA, that would 

■ of been too much of a scandal. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, two black activists, members 
of the Black Panther party, Budgin Carter 
and John Fiuggins, had been killed on the 
campus, had been killed during a meeting 
of the black student orgaization on the 
campus, so you see what I mean when I 
say there really was a war going on. 

Speaking of the war that was going on, 
the green berets were offered special kind- 
of bonuses, if and when they returned, 
they joined newly concieved paramilitary 
sections of police departments called SUIAT 
squads. I saw with my own eyes a SUIAT 
squad attack the black panther party of¬ 
fice, in Los angeles, with dynamite and 
with weapons which had been used in Viet¬ 
nam. I saw hundreds of police an national 
guard and the SUIAT people, attacking an 
office where most of the people were women 
and children, black women and children. 
They fought back, and if they hadn't fought 
back they would of all been killed, because 
they shot back long enough for us to gath¬ 
er, to get in touch with us, and for us 
to gather a crowd, so they could walk out 
and surrender with wittnesses there. You 
see, that's what it was like, in those days. 
1 remember going to the near-by Highschool, 
and asking the principal if we could con¬ 
vene an assembly, asking the highschool 
students if they could please come and 
witness the surrender, so we could have 
as many people as possible. That's what 
it was likie then. So yes, I own weapons. 

I became involved in a movement to free 
the Soledad brothers, because I saw the 
connection between what was happening 
to me. The political repression I suffered 
and what Churchill, of course, has written 
a very brilliant study of that period. The 
political repression I suffered as a profes- 
i sor, on that campus, who simply wanted 
i to teach, was intensified,- and the political 
* repression that the Soledad brothers were 






suffering in prison. They were going to 
lose their lives, they were going to be 
executed, electrocuted. So, I became in¬ 
volved in their movement and the movement 
to defend them. Jonathan Jackson, who 
was the brother of one of the Soledad 
brothers, George Jackson, often did secur¬ 
ity for me, using those weapons. Many 
people did security, and he took those 
weapons and flew, from Los Angeles to the 
San Francisfco bay area. He _,went into 
a courtroom with those weapons...he was 
17 or 18 years old, and he was passionately 
concerned that his brother enjoyed some 
of these benefits of liberty. George Jack- 
son had been in prison mare than 10 years, 
ori charges of having stolen 70 dollars in 
a gas station. He received a sentence 
from one year to life. Yes, this is history. 

1 can vouch for that. He would of been 
in prison probably for the rest of his life, 
if he hadn't been assasinated, in 1971. 

Jonathan, his brother, carried weapons 
that were registered in my name, into a 
courtroom. None of us really know what 
was planned, but with those weapons he 
brought the judge out, the jury and the 
prosecutor and put them in a van. jThen 
the San Quentin guards opened fire, indis¬ 
criminately. Jonathan was killed. The 
judge was killed. Two prisoners were.killed. 

Many people were wounded and because 
those weapons were registered in my name, 
even though I was not in the bay area 
at the time, I was charged with murder, 
kidnapping and conspiracy. I had to run, 
because I knew what it's like to surrender. 

A friend of mine Bobby Hutton, a member 
of the black panther party, had tried to 
surrender to the police. With his hands 
up in the air and butt-naked, no clothes 
on, obviously not concealing a weapon, 
he was shot down dead, trying to surrender. 

That's what was happening tnen. When 
you think about the 60's there's this image, 
this construction of the 60's now, that® 
does not remember what really went on. 

Many of you are under the impression that! 
somehow-or-another we were these wild!® 
revolutionaries, talking about love andlpi 
some of us... you know love is fun. 1 love^^ 
love, but we had to fight. If we hadn't 88^8^ 
fought we wouldn't be here today and you^^g 
wouldn't be here to conduct the struggles 
that you're conducting today. 

Let me say then, that when I saw...I'm ggSl rfi 
not going to have the opportunity to dwell JEgSpIl 
for a long time on my experience of the 
criminal justice system, I did write an auto-3Kj|$3 
biography and it's probably in the library. 
here and if it's not, you can ask them* v “’"^ : 
to put it in the library, detailing my exper¬ 
ience in the jail in New York and Marin 
County and in the jail of San Jose. Let 
me say, that as a result of those exper¬ 
iences and the work that I had begun to 
do around the prison system prior to that, 

I was convinced, in 1971, that we needed 
to abolish the prison system as it existed 
then. I am more convinced than ever be¬ 
fore that we are to tear the walls of that 
system down! 

I presently teach in a jail. I teach a 
women's cultural awareness class to in¬ 
mates, at one of the San Francisco county 
jails. The first time I've ever been able 
to get into a jail and do that kind-of thing. 

I've been trying for all of these 20 years. 

There were those women who were there, 
women who had written bad checks, who 
had committed 'well-fare fraud', who were 
prostitutes, who had something to do with 
drugs, and when, of course, you look at 
the men, 25% of all young black men are 
either in jail or prison or under the control 
of the criminal justice system, in some 
way or another. Look at Florida, there's 
this so-called 'drug war' going on in Flor- 
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ida, since 1982. As a result of this so- 
called drug war, a white male has the 
chance of being arrested, on drug charges, 
at a 103% greater chance, in Florida right 
now. What about black men? Their chances 
of being arrested, on drug charges, are 
6,700% greater than in 1982. A third of 
all black men, between the ages of 18 and 
32, have been arrested on drug charges. 
So, what is this 'drug war'? lilhat about 
the people who are really responsible for 
the drugs being here? Where are they? 
I know that very few people of the black 
community, own planes and boats and those 
kinds-of things. I want to suggest that, 
there's a process of criminalization happen¬ 
ing here, over criminalization. Who are 
the criminals in this society? What do 
you think about when you hear the word 
'criminal'? That's exactly what you should 
think about! But be serious about that! 
Think about Oliver North, where is he? 
And then think about corporate criminality, 
that is so rampant. Niel Bush and all the 
S&L criminals. Think about occupational 
hazards. All these corporations they know. 
They know somebodies going to die. They 
may not know who, as a result of their 
failure, those corporations that just assume 
that instead of creating a safe work place, 
they'll just pay the fines, right?...and they 
\ may very well know, that someone's going 
to die. They don't know who, but they 

know somebodies going to get killed, some- 

. .-- 
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bodies going to get injured, but because 
it supposedly happens in this kind-of imper¬ 
sonal context, what do they do? They 
have to pay fines. They're not considered 
murderers. No one suggests that they're 
murderers. They ARE murderers! lilhat 
about the crimes against the enviroment? 
So, our construction of criminality is one 
that is based not on the reality of, crimin¬ 
ality, but on the ideaology of racism and 
class bias. Then there are all the political 
criminals that are still there. Leonard 
PoLtier is STILL in prison! 

Bush gave a speech called 'the state 

( of the union' invoking all of that rhetoric: 
freedom, democracy. ’ For two centuries 
America has served the world as an inspir¬ 
ing example of freedom and democracy.’ 
O.K., 1 don't really mind that he's saying 
1 that, but he should say for whom. Be spe¬ 
cific about it. For generations americans 
— have led the struggle to preserve and ex- 
tend the blessings of liberty. For whom? 
'^jFor the corporations? For big-oil? Then 
^Ihe goes on to say that 'the conviction 
^tiand courage that we see in the Persian 
gulf today, is simply the americans charac- 
tor in action, the indomitable spirit', just 
*,, listen to this language! 'The indomitable 
spirit, that is contributing to this victory 
•\gfor world peace and Justice. Victory for 
world peace and justice, is the same spirit 
that gives us the power and the potential 
' 'i;:to meeat our toughest challenges at home.' 
So, what kind-of challenge is at home? 
,Ulhat about the homelessness? lilhat about 
." the joblessness? lilhat about AIDS? lilhat 
about that challenge! 2% of the budget 


There are alot of very shrewd forces 
going on with such a figure head as Bush. 
Speechwriters, and people who have jobs 
called 'engaging in narrative deception.' 
That's one of the Pentagon jobs. I heard 
about somebody urfio worked at the Pentagon 
and did that kind-of work, it's called nar¬ 
rative deception, (someone in the audience 
yells, 'He went to Yale, Angela!') He went 
to Yale, she says.(laughs) 

Do you remember, in that speech, when 
he talked about civil rights? Somebody 
just gave me one example of the subtext 
of these remarks, that affect us in ways 
that we often do not understand. He says, 
'Civil rights are crucial. Everyone of us 
has the responsibility to speak out againsdt 
racism, bigotry, and hate.' George Bush 
said that. Speaking our against unemploy¬ 
ment discrimination, very quickly he adds, 
'Of course, with out resorting to the use 
of unfair preferences.' Which is to say, 
no affirmative action, right? What is the 
very next sentence? Does anybody remem¬ 
ber what the next sentence was? Because 
it was very instructive as to what is really 
going on. The very next sentence was, 
'UJe're determined to protect another civil 
right. Freedom from crime, and the fear 
that stalks our cities.' So, what he's say¬ 
ing to you is, yeah, there are all these 
people who are asking for civil rights and 
wanting affirmative action, but don't forget 
that we have to protect ourselves from 
them as well. Give them a few crumbs. 
Then he goes on to talk about 'tough crime 
control legislation', the implimintation of 
our 'national strategy for combating drug 


ing about killing black folks. He's talking 
about incarcerating black people. In the 
same breath that he talks about civil 
rights. He wants people to begin to asso¬ 
ciate civil rights with crime. Be critical. 
That's what they're supposed to teach 
you here, critical thinking. That's one 

of the ways in which you can use the skills 
that you acquire in these kinds-of institu¬ 
tions. 

This is black history. I think we should 
talk about the way in which black people 
are being turned into cannon fodder, in 
this war, and of course african-americans 
have been in every war this country has 
ever fought, EVERY WAR!...and some wars 
in which I'm very much ashamed of. I'm 
very ashamed that black people fought 
as buffalo soldiers against our native 
sisters and brothers. It is incumbent upon 
me to remember that, because that must 
never happen again. So, we're there in 
the Persain gulf, in disproportionate num¬ 
bers. Vastly disproportionate numbers. 
About 30% of us perhaps, over there. At 
least 32% of the army consists of african- 
americans. People say well it's, you know, 
an all volunteer force. So, those black 
people who go in, go in of their own free 
will. I want to submit to you, that there's 
a draft at work. There is a poverty draft 
at work. There is a draft that attracts 
african-americans, who may be better edu¬ 
cated than some of their brothers and 
sisters, because there are no jobs for 
.them in_the society...and Colon. Powell.(sp.?) 


is devoted to education and what did Bush abuse' and then he concludes that para- 
call himself? The 'education-president', graph, 'lile will not rest until the day of 1 
That man definately needs education! That the dealer is over forever.' So, he's talk- 
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who is confusing so many people, in the 
black community, because on one hand, 
| there are those who want to say,'Right- 
on! There's a brother up there, calling 
the shots!', but then, what is he doing? 
You know, this is a complex period. He 
said the military is the 'most just space 
in our society. The space where liberty 
prevails, to a greater extent than any 
other space. The space where there is 
a greaer degree of equality.' He suggests, 
that is why there is so many african-ameri- 
cans. Women, what about women? If you 
notice, that Bush and those 'guys', those 
guys that we see dressed-up in the desert 
fatigues, and Schwarzkopf and Kelley, and 
the ones over here too, they talk about 
men and women who are our troops. They 
never forget to mention that women are 
there. That's confusing to alot of people 
because alot of people are saying, 'Well 
yes, women's liberation. We are moving 
further in the direction of equality, be¬ 
cause there are women who are among the 
troops, who are actually in the combat 
area. Let’s applaud that.' (some people 
applaud, Angela laughs) I didn't mean liter¬ 
ally! I meant that we are called upon to 
assume that we should count this among 
our victories as women, because women 
now can equally participate in the process 
of killing and dying, in the military. Now, 
that's kind-of contradictory. Almost 48.75C 
of the women are black. So, many of them 
are over there because that was the only 
way they could get a good education. 
The recruiters come around and say, 'See 
the world! Get an education, acquire a 
profession, acquire a skill!'...and now what 
are they doing? Poised to kill innocent 
people in Kuwait and Iraq. What is being 
done to the people, who inhabit that area 
of the Persian gulf, is exactly what has 
been done to us. Is what has been done 
to the indigenous people 
1492 marked the beginning of a cycle 
of colonial’ violence, genocidal violence. 
That has brought it's tentacles all over. 
Talk about the quincentenury of Columbus. 
Somebody who didn't even know where 
he was going? Didn't know where he was? 
Thought he was in India!...and as a result 
of that historical mistake, the indigenous 
people are called 'Indians'! They're plan¬ 
ning to sail those 3 ships, down the coast. 
The east coast and then they want to bring 
them on the west coast. They want to 
spend millions and millions and millions...etc. 
of dollars. To celebrate 500 years 
Colombus' discover y of America. JH 
So, what is happening over 'there, is 
what is happening to us. Thousands of 
african-americans have been lynched, right 
here in the United States of America. 
Thousands and thousands, men and women 
alike. They demonized us, as they are 
attempting to present someone like Saddam 
Hussein, as the incarnation of evil. He * 
may be alot of things, and I have serious 
problems with the way in which he attempts 
to conduct affairs there, but he is not 
everybodies devil. Which is the way he 
has become THAT witch! People in this 
country are projecting all of their anxie¬ 
ties and frustrations, and they think that 
if we just get rid of him, then we will have 
solved all of ou> problems. This is what, 
has been encouraged. Bush called 













'Say-dam'...satan. Remember, I was talking 
about all that stuff that happens behind 
the scenes, I'm sure he was instructed 
to do that. He was told, to not pronounce 
it correctly, because the association will 
be with satan. Speaking of the language 
the res 'scud', what does 'scud' evoke? 
Thinking about the devil...murk and mire 
and mud...scud and mud. Then the scuds 
are intercepted by 'shining patriots'. Iiie 
have to become more critical, we can't 
allow this language to create the kind- 
of false sense of fighting for liberty and 
justice for all. Which is the reason so 
many people now, are opposed to the war... 
don't assue that somebody who expresses 
support for the president, for the effort 
there, is someone you write-off. Don't 
make that assumption. 


Speaking of histury, ] was there when we 
first began to organize against the war 
in Vietnam. Do you know how long it took, 
before we had reached anything like what 
we see today? it took '> years...about "> 
years, ho don't assume, don't turn people 
off. Now is the time to engage people in 
dialogue, and try to bring people over to 
our side. Recognize that we made some mis¬ 
takes during the last big anti-war movement. 

Ule made some mistakes, in the sense that 
we tended to see everything in tones of 
black and white, e tended not to see all 
of the grey shades, and therefore anyone 
who was over there was our enemy. Many 
of the troops who went over there to do 
t.he shooting, who were pawns, who didn't 
know what they are doing, and many of 
them are now so totally confused that they 
never will be able to live a life that is 
creative and clear. Many of them have gone 
to the woods because they can't stand 
being around people, and they are profound¬ 
ly sorry for what they did. Profoundly. 

It is important for us to express some recug 
nition of the fact that this is a military 
machine, is a machine that has been created 
by the government speaking on behalf of 
the corporations that control this country. 

I don't have any problems saying that I 
support the troops. I don't support what 
they are supposed to be doing over there, 
not at all, but I do support those women 
and men who are over there, largely be¬ 
cause of their socio-economic status. 

I don't see Neal Bush over there. 1 don't 
see the sons and daughters of the rich 
over there. And they're certainly not going 
to be in the ground war, and they're cer¬ 
tainly not going to be among those \«iio 
are killed in large numbers. All those things 
that we must learn, as I wind-up my remarks 
and I know I've already been speaking too 
long, blit let me conclude that a real chal¬ 
lenge is facing us, doing this lonely acti¬ 
vist organizing. liJe have to understand 
how all of the progressive movements are 
interwoven with respect to objectively 
being related to the anti-war effort. What 
I'm suggesting, is that we can't just say, 
let's talk about ending the war in the » 
middle east, and let's not talk about any ^ 
thing else, lets build a single issue move- * 
ment. We can't do that, because we have 
to talk about the fact that this is a racist 
war and that it is encouraging more flair 
ups of violent racism at home. 


Particulary against people of arab descent. 
This is a moment where we have to ask 
questions about if Bush is so anxious to 
preserve or defend the so-called souver- 
eignity, the liberty of a nation called Ku¬ 
wait, why not the same posture towards 
Palestine? If we understand that this is 
a racist war, it is a misogynist war. It is 
a war that certainly incorporates classbias 
in its dynamic. It is a war that incorporates 
homophobia in its dynamic. It is a war agains 
the enviroment, against all of us. So, all 
of us need to be standing together during 
this moment, but how do we do it? How 
are we going to be together? Because we 
are so influenced by the pervasive ideas 
of racism, sexism, homophobia and class 
bias, all of these. This is a moment when 
we're going to have to also work on our¬ 
selves, real hard. You see, the need to 
challenge this ought to bring all of us to¬ 
gether. There are women who want to have 
free child-care centers, we know the re¬ 
sources are being used up over there. We 
got to talk about jobs, and funding edu¬ 
cation, or FREE education, or FREE health¬ 
care. The peace dividend which we were 
going to use to begin to construct some 
of those institutions, is being used up in 
the Persian gulf. 

We have to come together, and how are 
we going to do it? (a man in the audience 
yells 'love') Love, yes, but some quiet things 
have to go on as well, because sometimes 
people wonder, and are saying 'Well, how 
come there aren't any black people out 
there? Black people ought to join us people 
of european descent.' People of european 
descent may say of people of african des¬ 
cent: 'HOw come they don't come and join 
our movement?', but you see, there is some¬ 
thing wrong about the way that was formu¬ 
lated. They said how come 'they' don't come 
and join 'our' movement. As I was saying 
earlier, it is as if we must construct a 
vast house which is home to everyone. No 
one should have to feel a stranger there. 
If someone builds a house and says:'This 
is my house but I want you to come in 
and join me,' when I enter that house I'm 
going to be a visitor. I'll always feel like 
a stranger. I'll feel uncomfortable, because 
I know this is not my house, but if I have 
helped to lay the foundation for that house 
... If I have helped to build it, then it is 
as much mine as it is anybody else's. That, 
is what the anti-war movement must be. 

It must belong to everyone. Ihat means 
people of european descent are going Lo 
have to work really hard to try to acknow¬ 
ledge, to identify the influences of racism. 





That means that people of african-american 
descent are going to also have to work 
hard to identify, the wav in which we have 
beer! historically influenced to ignore our 
native sisters and brothers. A lot of us 
like to talk abo ut the fact that my great¬ 
grandmother was flherokee, but what do 
we know about the t'herokee culture? UJhat 
have we done in order to stand together 
in solidarity with our native sisters and 
brothers? We must begin to do some real 
hard thinking and apply along those lines. 
Those of us who are members of communities 
that have not addressed the issue of homo¬ 
phobia...must begin to do that. We have 
to recognize when we talk about the gay 
and lesbian rights movement, that movement 
isn't a white movement. It shouldn't be 
a white movement. That is how it's construc¬ 
ted. You talk about the gay and lesbian 
movement, what do you thinkin your mind t 
Who do you visualize? Do you recognize 
native lesbians? African-american gay men? 
Latino lesbians, do you? The same is true 
of the disabled movement. All of these issue 
intercepr into our communities, and we 
tend to, sometimes, push them to the frings, 
that we can talk about a movement as 
if it has nothing to do with us. 

There was a time when we, black women, 
talk about the women's liberation movement 
as if we were not wanted, and as if we 
did not need to move toward our liberation 
as women. There still goes, in the black 
community, the talk about the black man , 
without realizing that we also have to talk 
about the 'black woman', but both of us 
have to do it. Black men have to be just 
interested in defending the rights of 
black women as black women must be in 
defending the rights of black men. 

We're going to need some militant here. 
We're going to have to educate ourselves. 

are tired of being the educators 


have been the educators too 


long, and we need,to sta rt thinking about 


ourselves as well. 


Some of us get upset, when others of us 


3 | decide that we need more space. As an 
africen-american, I might want to get to- 
gehter with my african-american sisters 
To talk about those things that are specific 
to our experience. People get all upset 
about it, like white women, why are they 
such seperatists? Black men, what do they 
think thea are, exploiting us? The assump¬ 
tion is that we exclude, when black people 
get togehter in the kitchen to eat, white 

I people talk about segregation... They' re 
segregatin^themselves^^over^there^^^^pr 

The thing is we like to be by ourselves, 
because we like to talk the way we talk. 

It’s our culture. There is a difference be-fe^ 
tween being a seperatist, and calling for*.^, 
some autonomous space. As a matter of 
fact, if we are able to strengthen ourselves 
in that space, we will bring that strength 
into the movement. 

In this 'house' that we have, sometimes 
we go to our room, right? That doesn t 
mean we're going to lock ourselves up in 
the room. We'll get ready to come out, and 
sit around the dinner table with everyone 
else. That is what we have to do, as sisters 
and brothers, we have to learn how to call 
ourselves sisters and brothers. Let me 
||| suggest, that those of you who are of the 
younger generation today, are able to 
accomplish this... in a way that we would 
never have n 

never have been able to envision it, 20 
years ago, because you have a new language 
fete you have a new vision, and you stand on 
our shoulders. We will be there for you, 
we will support you. Let me offer you the 
chance of getting out there and creating 
this movement, so we can get this war over 
with, in the Persian gulf, and get on about 
the business of creating the kind of society 
in which all of us will he proud to be able 
to live, with liberty and justice for al l 
I hank you. 
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we received a request to publish 
an introduction-pamphlet of through 
the walls - a prison news service, 
a local free radio from kingston, 
Canada that strongly whishes news, 
announcements etc. to be send 
in: 


since tuesday, oct. 20, 1990, 

"through the walls: a prison nwes 
service", is being produced weekly 
on CFRC radio, located on Queen's 
university campus. the program 
runs every tuesday between 5:30 
and 6:00 pm. 

the intent of the show is to break 
down prison walls from both sides: 
offering a forum for prisoners 
to bring their struggles to the 
larger public "outside", and to 
broadcast free radio into the 
prisons, bringing news from the 
outside world taken from an anti- 
establishment, prison justice/ 
abolition perspective. when it 
is difficult to get literature 
especially that of a political 
nature inside the prison, radio 
offers an effective vehicle of 
communication. as well, CFRC is 
known to have a high rate of pri¬ 
soner listenership. 

as a forum, the show and the col¬ 
lective of people organizing for 
the program, hope to give those 
organizations, prisoners 
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1) an exploration of present prison 
conditions, past history and what 
the future holds (maximum control 
units etc.) 

2) a political analysis which 
exdplains the class, race, gender 
functions of prisons as instruments 
of repression. 


space 

boration of their work, through 
interviews, teachings, music, 
poetry and alternative news, the 
program hopes to bring attention 
to prisoner's struggles, 
already, a loose grouping of people 
throughout the land are working 
to organize the show. "prison 
news service", a publication coming 
out of toronto, has been a solid 
source of discussion and agitation 
on prison issues. the bulldozer 
collective, which puts out PNS, 
is an integral part of the radio 
collektive. as well, activists 
and ex-inmates from montreal, 
Ottawa and elsewhere are to be 
involved. 

while the program is to be a forum 
for prison justice/abolition worker 
and for present and past inmates, 
and therefor is to be defined 
by their continued participation 
and what they see as being priority 
it is worth expressing here what 
we see as some primary features 
of the philosophy of the program 
and the collective. 


3) a focus on political prisoners 
the struggle of Natives Americans, 
Puerto Ricans, Blacks/New Africans 
and North American anti-imperial¬ 
ists in their struggle for liber¬ 
ation which have been repressed 
and criminalized. 

4) a focus on prisoners' struggles 
around basic human rights, AIDS, 
religious freedom, political or¬ 
ganizing etc. 

5) as an alternative news source 
we will broadcast news and infor¬ 
mation which is censored or margi¬ 
nalized by prison or social au¬ 
thoritarians, and in that to sup¬ 
port the political liberation 
movement of indegenous people, 
people of colour,, gays and lesbians 
the working class and all those 
struggling for freedom at what¬ 
ever level they experience their 
oppression. 

interest in helping is encouraged, 
write "through the wall", c/o 
472 Albert St. Kingston, Canada, 
or phone CFRC radio: 613-544-2382 
or 613-545-1438 
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On 8th of march 91 the Hamburg Info-offi¬ 
ce for prisoners phoned the last time 
to Spain. After the break-off of the hun¬ 
ger-strike all prisoners are in very bad 
conditions, the physical demages mainly 
concern the eye-sight and the function 
of stomach and kidnay. Nearly all get 
special diet although some prisoners refuse 
it. Some few have been transported to 
other prisons. The mail-censorship lasts 
on as well as there are furthermore res¬ 
trictions against relatives and lawyers, 
there aren't any negotiations with the 
gouvernement. Lawyers, relatives and pri¬ 
soners think that there won't be such 
negotiations in the foreseeable future. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE RE-REGROUPMENT 
OF THE POLITICAL PRISONERS GOES ON - 
COMMUNIQUE OF THE CENTRAL COMMITEE 
OF THE PCE(r) (reconstructed Communist 
Party of Spain) 

On 8. february we sended a telegram to 
different jails in spain in which we asked 
the militants of our party to stop the 
hunger-strike they started on 3D.november 
1989. Understandably enough that decision 
has not been easy. Before we made it 
we weighed-up every factor that influen¬ 
ces the present situation; particulary 
the very bad physical condition our 
timprisoned comrades are in was taken 
into account. It was'nt possible to go 
on with the strike without that many of 
them would have drawn closer to sure 
death in a foreseeable time. 


In or opinion one can't demand more than 
these women and men gave for the thing 
of the workers and the people, that it 
was right and necessary, to take up the 
hunger-strike and to drag it out, to give 
uo one's health and even to rise one's 
life, to be able to demonstrate the crimi¬ 
nal poolicy of the government and to fight 
for the re-regroupment. But there is a 
limitation that should'nt be crossed over: 
the sacrifece mustn't turn to uselessness 
or get contrary to the aims, that had 
been followed since the beginning of the 
hunger-strike; it mustn't lead to a sure 
foreseeable death. UJe believe that it's 
proofed enough that the governement 
would only have changed it's attitude 
if several of them would die - a price 
we weren't willing to pay. Also it's our 
opinion that the situation of the prisoners 
is something that concern all workers 
and the whole Spanish society and that 
it has to be the society fortheron stops 
the torture on the prisoners as well as 
the policy of isolation and destruction 
and to push through the complete freedom 
of the prisoners. Since then we have to 
fight on and put up resistance in every 
possible way, both inside the prisons and 
also outside as well, but also avoid to 
pay sucha high price as they force us 
to do now. Thats the main reason why 
we asked for the stop of the strike. 

Before we made this decision we discussed 
with the hungerstriking comrades and with 
others that aleady stopped it and we have 


obtained the opinion of their relatives 
and those of many other people ftrom 
the solidarity-movement. Before sending 
of the telegram we informed the strikers 
abaut our decision so that there wouldn't 
be any "suprise" and that they all could 
act on the same spirit of unity and with 
the same exemplary disciplin they had 
maintained every time, before as well as 
- especially - during that hard fight. The 
decision of the party-leadership has been 
respected by all militants from the first 
moment on as soon as they had made shure 
of the authenticity of the message. 

UJe understand that a considerable part 
of them expressed their disagreement 
with that decision and showed it's readi¬ 
ness to go on with the hungerstrike up 
to it's last consequence. The fact that 
the aim re-regroupment has not been 
reached brings them to holding on the 
position of steadfasrness. Also one has 
to imagine that the situation they are 
furtheron in - without any possibility 
to recover, exposed to the reprisals of 
the guards and police-forces - contributes 
to that attitude. As for us we are concer¬ 
ned, we understand them and we will carry 
on supporting them. Nevertheless we think 
that the conditions they will force ontu 
them, as bad as they might be won't be 
much worser than to be confined to bed 
and to get the drip a life long. In the 
worst of all cases it will be possible for 
them to take-up the struggle again with 
more power when the conditions for this 
are better. 

UJe didn't succed in wringing anyrhing 
out of the governement. UJe lost the com¬ 
rade Sevi and the healthiness of the other 
comrades is quiet groggy. But the Spanish 
state and the reactionary forces that 
are standing behind him did neither suc¬ 
ceed in destructing us nor to drive the 
imprisoned comrades to demoralization, 
detrayal or renouncement, like they had 
planned. Their political and moral defaet 
is more than obvious. In the opposite the 
prisoners kept on their moral and fighting 
spirit. Moreover they gained the accep¬ 
tance and the support of a big part of 
the workers during that struggle. 

Nevetheless we have to admit that this 
support is still not sufficiant, because 
it doesn't convert on a conscious politi¬ 
cal struggle that's getting organized to 
fight through the demands of the prisoners 
the amnesty and many rights rights against 
the state. That's the sense of our foght 
and on that way we are and we will follow 
it and fight fireless. The now ended hunger 
strike has meant an important step in 
that direction; and although in the moment 
the class-enemy has pushed through itself 
violently, he hasn't defeated us on any 
terrain. In the opposite: He lost the battle 
for the public oppinion; his real social- 
fascistic character has been unmasked 
before the eyes of the world; he was for¬ 
ced to show it's absolute lack of moral, 
as well as it's uncapability towards those 
who have the courage to fight. Comrades 
and friends - the struggle goes on. This 
struggle will last on very long and will 
demand numerous sacrifices from us. There¬ 
for we have to preserve our forces and 
to get more in addition. Now we retreat 
to be able to march on later. 

THE STRUGGLE GOES ON! 

NOW MORE THAN EVER: LET US GIVE ANV 
KIND OF HELP AND SUPPORT TO THE PRISO¬ 
NERS! 

March 1991 

out of 'Angehorigen-Info' no.63 
Communique of PCECr) 
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We got a tape with poems and music 
on it recorded by the PCEr in jail. 

Ule were asked to publish it in the 
Clash, but we got no adress for de¬ 
manding the tape from. So we decided 
to announce the tape and to distri¬ 
bute it, too. UJe found an infoshop 
who wnats to do tjis: 

Assata 

2e Walstraat 21 

6511 LN Nijmegen 

Netherlands 

Price: DLF,- and postal costs 


Poe/nas 



que 


“VJScail 

la luz 


The money that's coming in will be sent to the banc account of the Spanish prisoners 
families. UJe hope that this is according to the idea of the comrades from the PCEr. 


HUNGERSTRIKE-CHAIN 


Since the 2nd of january 1991 A prisoners 
of "Action Directe" in France are in a 
hungers trike-chain: 

*aginst the sections of isolation, aginst 
the special-sections, against the white 
torture and abitrariness; 

*for the re-groupment, against the solita¬ 
ry confinement and the "Wohngruppenvall- 
zug" (that means, that a few prisoners 
are isolated as a group), against the isola¬ 
tion and differenciation, against the cen¬ 
sorship; 

*for the dissolving of the special-courts 
and the abolition of the special laws from 
September 1986. 

in the beginning all A prisoners have been 
in hungerstrike together, afterwards each 
of them refuses the food by terms for 
one week. This streched form of fight 
shall obtain the construction of a front 
of resistance against the class-justice 
and the prisons. Besides this form leaves 
enough space for the developement of 
discussions outside. 

Meanwhile several other prisoners have 
joined the hungerstike-chain. UJe print 
parts of the 2nd declaration of one of 
these prisoners, Alain Trouvfj. At present 
he is imprisoned in the section of isola¬ 
tion in the SantS (prison in Paris) and 
demands his transfer out of this section 
and the abolition of all sections of isola¬ 
tion. 


La "Sant6" section of isolation 1991 
Communique nO. 2 


My first communique, which announced 
my decission to take part in a new long- 
termed struggle - among other things - 
against the sections of isolation, was 
to short for beeing understood on the 
whole in its political dynamic. Above all 
my step is a political act. It underlines 
the necessity to integrate the struggle 
in jail within a front of resistance and 
the fight against class-justice and the 
prison. 

I see this initiative as a new stage in 
the organization of the movement of the 
proletarian prisoners, who do'nt finish 
with moving themselves and fight against 
the machinery, which wants to submit the 
rebellious mind of the oppressed, their 
revolt. f . * . ) 


I 


Il\l FR/MXJC2E 


I myself several times have proposed such 
an approach, in doing so, every fighting 
collective, even every individual who takes 
part consequently at the fight against 
oppression in prison, could take its place 
in an unique front and in doing so keep 
its own political identity (anarchic, huma¬ 
nistic, nihilistic, communistic etc.). A front 
which would be protected from every poli¬ 
tical-ideological interference from putside. 
In my opinion a front which aims to com¬ 
bine each form of organization is differ¬ 
ent from an unique organization, which 
often only continues what is comming from 
the other side of the walls and what pre¬ 
vents her "neutrality" concerning fights 
at concrete points, and reduces her abili¬ 
ty to unite the masses in prison. 

As a member of the National Coordination 
of the antifascistic Prisoners, i'm enthusi¬ 
astic about this frontal initiative and 
join this front, while i decide myself to 
contribute the best for its development 
and strengthening. (National Coordination 
of the antifascistic Prisoners, C.P.A.F. 
has members in several prisoners in France 
and developped at first in the struggle 
of the central-prison of Clairvaux, which 
runs into a trial against three of its mem¬ 
bers because of muting). 

On these conditions it was not possible 
for me to seperate acting from my aim, 
therefor I have ranged in the hungerstri- 
ke-chain which started in the beginning 
of 1991. I take part in the form that I 
refuse the fopd one week per month. 1 
have chooso# the focal point section of 
isolation as the reason for my fight. I 
think that this is a junction of antiprole¬ 
tarian oppression in jail, not only in Euro¬ 
pe but also much further, everywhere 
where the torture and the political violen¬ 
ce in prison have to put on the mask of 
the civil "democratic legality". 

"Each step to the fron, every real adcance 
means more than a dozent of programs" 
(Marx) 

Alain TrouvS 

out of 'Angehorigen-lnfo no.6A‘ 
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0< SITUATION 


HRD 


fhe situation off political prisoners is 
intosified ail the time. To do so they use 
all available methods. Their repertoire rea¬ 
ches from daily break-in trainings and chi¬ 
canery (non sence orders) to the worst at¬ 
tempts to extort declarations. 

Sven van Londen was arrested 19-02-91. 

He's supposed to have made an attempt 
of throwing molotov-cocktails at the regi¬ 
stration-office in nflrnberg. Sven has not 
been cooperating with the public authoro- 
ties and for this reason they found a ground 
to force him into psychiatric care. Because 
of "abnormal psychiatric behaviour" he was 
transfered into the psychiatric ward of 
the prison in straubingen. There he was 
immediately, against his will, while violence 
was used, with the words "we'll give you 
as many injections, till you'll talk", given 
injections. These were placebo injections 
(placebo means a substance without causing 
effects). The mobilization outside achieved 
his removal to a 'normal' jail within a few 
weeks. 

The use of forced psychiatric care against 
maladjusted and self-assertive prisoners, 
with the aim their appeasement is, in the 
DRD, nothing new. Mew is that this is used 
as a method to extort declarations. 

Brigitte Mohnhaubt, prisoner of the RAF 
was by use of a repossesion seizure taken 
of all the money she had on her account. 

She had to pay of her procescosts ; 10900 
DM. The direct consequence is that she 
nan no longer buy stamps nor letterpaper. 

I o become more cynical is hardly possible 
Gunter Sonnenberg, prisoner of the RAF 
was arrested in 1977 and thereby shot with 
danger to live. Since then he's not capable 
if being in jail because of his mental state 
ind should be out. Now he's got a bill on 
lis arrestcosts ; 1MD00 DM. 

In the bruchsal prison, in the last few 
months, the post of 3 prisoners, Gunter u" 
ionnenberg, Christian Klar, Carlos Grosser 
mdiscrimminately has been censored. The 
mutives they used for this were for example; 
lot directly directed to the adressee, stran- 
Te mistakes in spelling, contents not clear, 
ittempts to talk to the censor directly 
were made impossible as continualy was 
lenied he was there, it was also said that 
le'd gone on holiday for a few days. 

Jhile he was at the prison compound, Chri- 
itian Klar came to know that this person 
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VER been short of bedtime reading or stuck for something to peruse on the toilet? 
Well, worry no more! Whatever tickles your fancy, from the humblest fanzine to 
weighty tomes on Bakunin's influence on the Spanish Revolution, fiction and non-fiction, 
from 5p to Cl 5, it's all here. 

E have the complete range of anarchist and related literature in print in Britain 
today, from all the publishers, big and small, as well as loads of out-of-print and 
difficult to find stuff. For those of broader horizons, we have in stock other reading matter 
from ocross the globe: Canada, USA, Australia, etc. As well as anarchist material, v/e 
have all your heart could desire: squatting, feminism, punky stuff, animal rights, ecology, 

situationist, historical, etc_Wealso havea full range of periodicals (Black Flag, Freedom, 

Direct Action, Open Road, Reality Now [both from Canada], Processed World, 
Maximum Rock N Roll [both from the US], Campaign Against the Arms Trade News¬ 
letter, The Vegan, Shocking Pink, etc.) always in stock, as well as more occasional 
papers and periodicals. If it's still in print, 


we can order any book, on any topic 
(from gardening to grain-haulage) that 
you want. . . Happy reading . . . 

OR a full list of bumper reading 
(severalhundred titles), please send 
a SAE/IRC to: 


PRESS 


3 Balmoral 
Place 
Stirling 
Scotland 
FK8 2RD 
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FRANCE 
Apart from 
in a terroi 
explosives and false papers, Donough 
Patrick . and Pauline also face" a request 
to extradition them to the FRG. They al¬ 
ready lost two court-cases on this matter, 
which leaves them nothing but one last 
appeal in the highest court of France. 
Extradition seems very likely, however, 
because this court will only judge the 
case on its formal proceedings, not on 
the heart of the matter. This is even 
without considering the trial they'll have 
to face in France itself, which might still 
take a couple of years. 

It's the first time that the French Justice 
Departement uses the European convention 
against terrorism from 1977, which didn't 
get signed by Paris until 1987. At that 
time pressure by other West-European 
countries had become very high to extra¬ 
dite ETA-members to Spain on an european 
legal' base. 
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bo 
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rism" eventually erased any protection 
against extradition for so-called "political- 
motivated crimes". It shows a sharp contra 
diction with the french laws on this sub¬ 
ject, which forbid extradition in case 
the suspects had committed their acts 

fn tl fh tl0n ° r 30 uprisin S or civil war; 
nly in the case of inhuman crimes, like 
for example war-crimes, extradition could 
be possible, but even then not until the 

C ° n frf t K t ’ which hacl caused everything 
would have been over. y 9 ’ 

This example shows clearly what the con¬ 
sequences may be of a unified european 
counter-insurgency, even though this con¬ 
vention was only ment to be one of the 
first steps. 


The Belfast solidarity-committee for Irist 
political prisoners in . Europe looks upor 
these current extradition-cases as a grave 
developement which extremely threaten 
the case of irish prisoners in european 
jails. A vicious circle from which irish 
republicans once arrested in Europe, can’t 
seem to escape. 

The german attempt to criminalize the 
irish struggle for freedom through this 
trial is quiete obvious, the IRA should 
be condemned as a terrorist movement. 

This could impose a great threat to irish 
people and solidarity-committees in Ger¬ 
many. it would make it easier to put people 
away in custody for membership or support 
and could lead- to publications being for¬ 
bidden. 



















The lack of concrete evidence has been 
evaded by the state-prosecutor, by presen 
ting extensive technical investigations 
by Belgian and Dutch police. It would make 
it easier to convict Gerry and Gerry for 
their charges in Germany, when a possible 
role of eather one of them in the IRA- 
action in Holland and Belgium can be pro¬ 
ven. 

The following event shows that a criminali¬ 
zation campaign has already begun against 
solidarity groups in the FRG: 
during a 'day at the trial in October 90, 
a cop refuses to reveal his adress before 
testifying. The reason being the possibility 
of links and coordination between the 
Red Army Fraction or left-wing extremists 
and the IRA. Certain the RAF-sympathizers 
would be working in the solidarity groups 
and would presently be sitting on 'the 
public gallery, watching the trial. 

The court accepts his refusal and the 
reasons given for it after deliberation. 
There would be indications which would 
support the fear of an attack on this 
particular police-witness, who works in 
the anti-terror squad. 

Intensified observation of people who 
work in these solidarity-groups are an 
extra indication for this attempt of crimi¬ 
nalization. 

Propagandists lies about links between 
the RAF, IRA and ETA are not only used 
to put legal international structures of 
resistance (infoshops. Clash, Ireland soli¬ 
darity-groups etc.) under pressure and 
to make them feel insecure, they also 
announce a concrete attack on these 
structures. The only question which remain 
is when and how (see the press-statement 
of the Clash-reaction in this issue). 

HOLLAND 

The trial against Donna, Paul, Gerald and 
Sean bagan in March 91. Trials normally 
don't take as much time in Holland as 
in the FRG, France or other countries, 
mainly because the difference in judical 
culture, not because of major differences 
in the way things run. 

All 4 were charged with accesory to mur¬ 
der on 2 australian tourists, which were 
accidently being held for British soldiers 
and got shot by the IRA in Roermund on 
the Z7th of may,90. The second charge 
was membership of a criminal organisation. 
So, another attempt by state-prosecution 
to criminalize the irish struggle for free¬ 
dom on the mainland according to european 
standards of justice, denouncing them 
as terrorists, like we've seen before in 
France and Germany. 

This wasn't only the fact, through which 
proved coordination through the TREVI- 
network. 



Immediately after the arrest of these 
4, which caused a state of euphoria in 
police circles, a special police squad was 
born, consisting of cops from Holland, 
Belgium, England, FRG and the northern- 
irish RUC. 

This squad which operated from Roermun 
(NL), inverstigated any possible detail 
in their hunt for evidence. 

The intelligence-service of RUC confirmed 
the apparant IRA membership of all 4, 
despite their denial. RUC-cops also played 
a role as witnesses the trials in FRG and 
France. 

Apart from that, a RUC death-squad is 
believed to be responsible for the assas¬ 
sination of Desmond Grew, oct. 90, in Nor¬ 
thern -Ireland. He too, popped up as a 
member of the active service unit which 
was supposed to be arrested in Holland 
during the investigation. 

Based on the operation of the special 
police squad he got tracked down in the 
summer 90 and was executed by british 
death-squads, like many before. 

The fanatic attitude which characterized 
the British attempt to influence the trial 
was quiete exceptional. 

The incredible mistake of the IRA at this 
particular action was being used as a 
possibility to ultimately strangle the poli¬ 
tical support for the Irish liberation-strug 
gle, through a smeer campaign in the media 
The measures being taken against the 
prisoners inside the prison and during 
the trial were justified with so-called 
extreme safety-precautions. They were 
yet unknown in Holland until now. Conti¬ 
nuous isolation, hand-caffs, immense police 
convoys, road-blocks, even entire neigh¬ 
bourhoods being sealed off, during the 
trial. 

Apart from the media-circus, their was 
not much public or political support for 
the case of the prisoners, which can't 
be excused because of the political impor¬ 
tance of the trial. 

The dutch atonomous movement apparently 
wasn't strong enough to break through 
the filth in the media, which totally con¬ 
centrated itself on the fact that two 
innocent people were killed. 

Apart from material of special squad, the 
state prosecutor also presented a lot 
of material from german police investiga¬ 
tions. According to the lawyers most of 
it was circumstancial evidence, however. 
Sean, Gerald and Desmond know each other 
from being in prison together for previous 
charges in England, still this for example 
should prove their group-membership. Eye¬ 
witnesses who contradict themselves or 
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each other, or recognize the prisoners 
either after photographs had been pub¬ 
lished in , the newspaper or after serious 
mistakes during so-called Oslo-tests. (iden¬ 
tification of suspects out of a line of 
persons). 

The accusations of the state prosecution 
were therefore mainly based on the state¬ 
ments of a supergrass: 
a dutch girlfriend of 

a dutch girlfriend of Sean, who got arres¬ 
ted several weeks later, gave away every¬ 
thing she knew of Sean and his friends. 
Illegal structures they supposedly had 
built up, remarks they had made, which 
would prove their involvement in the IRA- 
campaign on the mainland. She can be 
told a supergrass, because under these 
accusations she could have been brought 
before court as well, but never was. She 
supposedly rented secret appartments, 
arranged transports etc. In the media 
presented her as a naive 19-year-old girl, 
who would have done everything out of 
love for her "terrorist"-boy friend. Despite 
of the heated atmosphere and the anger 
and misunderstanding of the British state 
Sean, Donna and Paul were aquited of 
their charges at the 2nd of april 91, be¬ 
cause of a lack of evidence, which unques- 
tionally proved their guilt, gerald was 
convicted to 18 years imprisoned for acces 
sory of murder. 

This developement is characteristic for 
the Dutch justice system, in political show- 
trials, when evidence is lacking. Only con¬ 
victing one out of a group or "rewarding" 
one out of a many charges to at least 
confirm the results of police investigations 
legitimating the course of "justice" mean¬ 
while preventing a possible critics on 
their judgement, like blaming them for 
being careless or politically biased. 

The state prosecutor meanwhile went in 
appeal against the verdict. 

Sean, Donna and Paul face extradition 
to the FRG as well, because of IRA-actions 
overthere, which means they'll not be 
released for the time being, and will be 
further exposed to the torture of isolation 
in european prisons. 

FREEDOM FOR ALL PRISONERS 
BRITS OUT OF IRELAND 
TREVI OUT OF EUROPE 
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We ask ourselves which men. who have declared 
their will to discuss about sexism did mean it really 
seriously. The next time will show who really want 
to take part in this discussion. We want to contri¬ 
bute that these will be as many as possible. 

We want a discussion about the background of this 
action: A sexist men-orientated society that , is re¬ 
flected in every single man. by all his feelings, 
attitudes, thoughts and human relationships. 

Sexism means the oppression and exploitation of 
human beings by human beings because of her/his 
sex, in reality it is only practised by men against 
women. 

Sexism is not only what can be seen publicly (like 
pornoghraphy, physical violence against women, 
"jokes" about women etc.) but also and especially 

- not to realize the social situation (man ■ op¬ 
pressor/ woman = oppressed) resp. not wanting to 
realize it. 

to profit as man by his previlegies instead of 
attacking them. 

- to ignor women in their individual being. 

- to use women as a "drain-valve” for one's own 
aggressions. 

- to use women for reconstructing men-selves (men 
often can confide their deepest problems more rea¬ 
dily to a woman, even if they don't know her very 
well). 



We wrote this flyer because we - as men with 
a radical antisexist/ antipatriarchal claim - want to 
respond to the incidences at Dec. 24th resp. the 
sexist advertising-poster. 

It's not the action we want to discuss about but it's 
background: Sexism as a social normal condition 
and sexism within the left scene. 

To the action we only want to say: We either took 
part in it with a good conscience or we found it 
good and correct. 

To the reactions by a few musicians and some 
people of the AJZ we only want to say: They are 
the "normal" standard in this patriarchal society. 
And unfortunatly in our scene too, that calls itself 
"left" or even "anti-sexist". Instead of looking for 
own faults, for own sexist thinking-structures and 
attitudes, men see themselves as horrible suffering 
and brutaly attacked victims. They took any oppor¬ 
tunity to divert from their own position of male 
power. We are frightened how fast the (declared) 
will to discuss and think about sexism, has been 
forgotten by a lot of men. And frightened how many 
"left” men enjoy it to start an inflamatory campaign 
against women and men who have seen a necessity 
for themselves to ACT. These men even demanded 
an exclusion from AJZ-discussions for these people. 
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These instances make it clear that the sexist op¬ 
pression of women by men is taking part in all 
spheres of human togetherness. 

Yes, yes, we hear it already that there are also 
sexist women, women who oppress men. . . 

Apart from the fact that men only use this ar¬ 
gument as a justification to make their own sexist 
behaviour appear innocent: 

This patriarchal society is dictating special attri¬ 
butes and attitudes to women called "female” and 
"negative” (the same according to men. but "male” 
and "positiv”). Women are conveyed, in this way. to 
be subjekts to men. 


In this patriarchal society "equal rights" means that 
a few women will get the chance to conform to 
male rule while intensifying male-called values. In 
that way, they have to give up their individuality, 
as woman and as human beings. 

Women who don't agree, that "equal rights" means 
to take part in the male inhuman rivalry struggle, 
will be attacked and ignored by men. This ignoring 
is the "proper", subtle alternative but is in the end. 
the same as the openly attacking. 





The reality of the left scene isn't any different. 

Have you men ever asked women whythey don't 
often say anything or only little in discussions or 
why they are numerically less represented at dis¬ 
cussions ? 

In discussions it is usually the one, who will enfor¬ 
ce himself, who is speaking the loudest .the longest 
and most frequent : the one, who is interrupting 
others or staring at others most unrestraintedly : • the 
one who is using HIS rhetorical ability inconsidera¬ 
tely against others, to frighten and to intimidate 
them. 

In short, the one who can enforce his will, is he 
who can use "male weapons" best. 

It's obvious, that the most women are not able to. do 
that (because they were not educated to be aggres- 
siv and to enforce their opinion against others, but 
to listen and to submit themselves). 

And besides, they don't want to do it anyhow . even 
if they have recognized these rules. 

To bring individual feelings and experience into 
disussions. to talk without the aim of winning, that 
all is considered weakness and the "powerful” take 
advantage of it, ice cold, as it is. 

We mean, that no man can pretend (by himself) 
that he doesn't keep a sexist behaviour. 

THERE ARE NO MEN WHO CAN REGARD THEM¬ 
SELVES AS AN EXCEPTION! 



THE FIGHT AGAINST SEXISM AND PATRIAR- 
CHAT 1ST NOT ONLY THE MISSION OF WOMEN! 
We don't want to stay on verbal phrases. Anti- 
patriarchal struggle will begin only at the time 
when we, as men, start to ACT. That means prac¬ 
tically to break through the solidarity between men, 
the look-away from any kind of sexist attacks, the 
non-recalling of our contradictions, the "I'm not like 
that "-behaviour. 




All men are getting a lot of privileges from the 
patriarchat, also the men who' are openly resisting 
against this human-despising system. As long as we 
live in a patriarchal society, we will never get rid 
of these structures - in ourselves as well . . . Also, 
we, as men can never recognize the real dimensions 
of patriarchal oppression, not to mention to, (rejfeel 
it. 

The fight against these structures is what we can 
do, if we mean it seriously. Also, we, as men, are 
affected by the patriarchat. We are affected as 
oppressors, as profiteurs, as dehumanized. 

Feelings and values which are called "female” and 


To recognize the real dimensions in ourselves at all, 
we, as men, have to discuss among ourselves, inste¬ 
ad of doing it individually and/ or only together 
with women. 

Men should discuss with each other because we ha¬ 
ve a totally different point of view than women do. 
As said before: We belong to the half of man/wo- 
man-kind, that is part of the power, that is com¬ 
mitting power and violence, that is oppressing, that 
has intensified the enforcement of the "survival of 
the fittest as their ideology. 

Whether this is done consciously or unconscio¬ 
usly, isn't important. There can't be a sex-neutral 
position. 

The contention, that there is one, is made by men 
only to hide from themselves and their individual 
man-being behind positions of women and further¬ 
more, to avoid again, an open and honest discussi¬ 
on about male-violence and sexism. For that, it is 
necessary that we, as men. develope our own male 
position. 

Besides, we have noticed that men often want to set 
up antisexist profiles in front of women. Again that 
is nothing other than sexism. 

We dont want to stand out with antisexist phrases 
but we ask ourselves: How do we talk about sexism 
together with men, how women are present. How 
important is it for us. that women "like" what we 
say? 


for men negative” ( to show own feelings like fear, 
crying . . .) are, in our opinion, a great part of re¬ 
al human values. These values are often strange for 
us men (A man hasn't got any fear except the fear 
not to be a man). 

We, as men, are full of contradictions. Mostly there's 
a big distance between our necessily to fight 
against any kind of oppression and the reality of 
our daily lives and deeds. 

But we don't want to get paralysed by our contra¬ 
dictions , we want to offensivly proceed against it. 




iTrr?' 

chable by revolutionizing our life aTd our^iLntT 
into its deepest parts That'q nnt r. -ui ■ lc ^ en ^ 1 ^ 
! if wereallv \ hats not Possible incidently 

W "S 0 T1£ “ 1 r“ r 

adequate conscience. To make discussion between^ 

&i-^"4vrx ta - — ~ 

d«4^1." cCgTSSL capabl9 ' “■ 




A 


••0:1 




/ 

/ 




uw 


H THE 






Here in NeumUnster, we, as men, are standing at 
the beginning of a more intensely discussion about 
sexism/ men power, a discussion that doesn't stop in 
abstract-theoretical debates anymore but to include 
ourselves, our "private” areas. 

We think it's very important also to make a discus¬ 
sion about sexism/ patriarchat additionally in the 
CLASH. We need the experiences and discussions in 
other regions/ towns to make our own progresses 
and we think it has surely the same importance for 
other towns. 

And for this - broader discussions and exchange' - 
the CLASH should be there, shouldn't it ?! 

If you re interested in all the papers, flyers, com¬ 
ments etc. published on this action: We will send it 
to you, but its only possible in german: Write to: 
Infoladen Omega/ Bahnhofstr. 44/ 2350 Neumtinster 














Something other: At this point we welcome the 
• project of CLASH very much and we wish that some 
time very, very many infoshops will see the CLASH 
as their own newspaper!! 
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We publish this article because we think 
it is ot at least can be a good foundation 
for an international diskussion. The main 
point of the text is about to crush the 
automitic assumption of main and more 
derived contradictions in society, to reate 
an awareness of the cohession between 
the seperate machanism of oppression 
and to analyse their function and their 
effect. 

We witnessed a cohession coming up in 
which all 3 forms of oppression: sexism, 
racism and capitalism are connected to 
one another inseparably., 

Most important nevertheless is not taking 
a halt once the analysis has been made, 
but working it out in practikal terms. 
That is not just sticking the seperate 
aspects of it all to slogans which would 
cover them. Noticing triple oppression 
should leed to a new basic for our strug¬ 
gle. 

This article got widely spread in the FRG, 
many newspapers published it, it also ap¬ 
peared as a special issue, many have read 
and discussed.. Most of them are quite 
enthusiastic and agree with its conclusi¬ 
ons. Where this exactly leads to will be 
clear in the future. We keep on hoping 
that it will not just be limited to well- 
articulated political aims, but that they 
will be discussed furtheron and charge 
our struggles accordingly. 

The UK has seen a discussion on racism 
since quite some time now, in Austria and 
Italy we witness common attempts to sqat 
a place together with immigrants. 

Many black women are already involved 
in discussions on their position towards 
white feminists from the northern hemis¬ 
phere,a position which turns out to be 
very critical indeed. 

In the FRG discussions on tripple-oppres- 
sion have only just started. It's important 
for the comrades over there to learn 
from discussions that have been held in 
other countries already before. 

We therefor hope you will write down your 
way of discussing it and its results, send 
in articles, give a picture of your experi¬ 
ences. We want to see a discussion deve¬ 
loping itself intensively across the bor¬ 
ders. 
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Some notes on translation.The ori¬ 
ginal German text was not in the most 
simple German. 

We’ve tried the best we can in 
translating, striving to prejserve 
as much of the original meaning of 
the words as- possijbte. There were 
some problems for which we couldn't 
find an adequate solution. They are 
not so much linked with the German 
language as such, but have more to 
do with political use of a language. 
The most bothersome of these are: 

- In German, for nearly every word 
concerning humans, like "worker", 
"refugee" etc. there exists both a 
male and a female form (and if the 
female version doesn't exist it is 
invented). They are consequently 
used both, to stress the fact that 
in "normal", everyday reading only 
the male version is used and that 
women are thereby rendered invisi¬ 
ble. Ue didn't know a practical way 
to do this in English, so we just let 
it be. But, if this is possible 
without making the text unreadable, 
we would be very glad to hear about 
this. 

- In the German original the word 
■Trikont' is used. This comes from 
anti-imperialist discussions and 
indicates the area of the Thirld 
World, but the reasons for the 
misery and exploitation in this part 
of the world (capitalism, imperia¬ 
lism, ...) are directly linked to the 
word itself. We didn't know if 
■three continents' is used as a 
political expression in English, so 
we used "ThirId World" (in quotation 
marks) instead. OK, bye, au revoir, 
Tsuess, ciao, groetjes from the 
translation team. 

Three to one- class difference, 
racism and sexism. 

This paper is the result of a years 
long discussion, summed up by Klaus 
Viehmann in the summer of '90. The 
hereby published discussion about 
triple oppression -held primarily 
through prisoner's letters- was 
started and continued by women in 
such a way, that this really is a 
"mixed" paper.Klaus says to that: 
"The reworking also is a coproduc¬ 
tion - which shouldn't stop criti¬ 
cism on me. But reactions on the 
paper should not (only) end on my, 
mostly enjoyably overloaded prison 
table, but be held in public. This 
would only be very beneficial to the 
discussion on triple 
oppression."Klaus Viehmann was 

convicted in 1977 to 15 years, a.o. 
for membership in the Movement of 
the 2nd June. Currently he is in 
Werl prison in West Germany. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I. 


"If you argue, you decide to take the 
risk of discovering that an argument 
shows a structure with far-stret¬ 
ching implications for your own 
existence." (Denkverhaeltnisse, 
553) 

In this way, the paper loves to be 
risky. As a discussionpiece it is 
only provisional and has the risk of 
errors but this is far to be 
preferred to the dubious safety of 
si lence. 

The history of this paper consists 
of a long discussion between left 
women (mainly) and men, held mostly 
through prisoner's letters. In the 
end, it was put together in jail with 
the 'view from a distance', which 
overlooks many day-to-day details, 
but which can (therefore ?) someti¬ 
mes give a look further than the 
neighbour's hedge.The theme of the 
discussion was the criticism on a 
handed-down class understanding, 
which is prejudiced and dominated by 
patriarchal thoughts and full of 
racisms. The analysis of global or 
local oppression- and exploitation- 
mechanisms was always economisti- 
cally blurred and made the existence 
of patriarchy and racisms 'invisi¬ 
ble'. It divided struggles into main 
and subsidiary controversies and 
covered the world in a white, 
eurocentric grid. 

Events like on May 1 1987 in West- 
Berlin with it's active mixture of 
neighbourhood poverty, Turkish youths 
of both sexes and autonomes, the 
strike at Rheinhausen 87/88 and the 
non-reaction of the autonomes to it 
gave some starting points.Major 
consequences in autonom theory and 
practice did not happen, however. 
Even the campaign against the IMF- 
summit in West-Berlin in 1988 didn't 
make any real progress, apart from 
the token-like mentioning of pa¬ 
triarchy and racism in texts and 
pamphlets.The sexist inner structu¬ 
res of the left, which could not be 
denied anymore after the regular 
attacks on women became known, the 
weak reaction of the left oh the 
state's hate-campaigns against the 
"refugee-flows" (although there were 
some positive exceptions like the 
campaign "free flow" fromthe Revo¬ 
lutionary Cells, RZ), and recently 
the traditional and defensive the¬ 
me-building of the growing and not 
only verbal racisms in the One- 
Fatherland-hype, they all mirror 
this to some extent. Searching for 
a radical criticism of these global 
and local violence- and exploita¬ 
tion-relationships, very little was 
to be found in the German left 
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theory. In it, the meaning of 
capitalism/imperialism, patriarchy, 
racisms and the connections between 
them is treated rather skinpy and 
formal. 

Much further along the way are 
feminist comrades and black people 
- especially black women, Which is 
of course no coincidence. The stres¬ 
sing of the "triple oppression", a 
three-fold oppression by capital, 
patriarchy and racisms is powerful¬ 
ly present in the 'militant left' of 
England, Amerikkka and in the so- 
called Third World. (Occasionally a 
fourth oppression is considered, to 
denominate the exploitation of 
the "Third World" by the metropoles, 
but even then the 'triple oppres¬ 
sion' is maintained as a political 
notion. )The longer you come to grips 
with the triple oppression, the more 
visible it's elements and interac¬ 
tions become visible in theories, 
history, daily life and left (non- 
) practice. This process of recog¬ 
nizing is what this paper wants to 
stimulate. 

"When we talk about liberation 
struggle, we mean the fight against 
all these three kinds of oppression. 
We don't talk about three different 
stages or three different strug¬ 
gles; no, we speak of one and only one 
struggle! I already said, that 
freedom is indivisible. You cannot 
call yourself free, if one or the 
other of these oppressions still 
exists." (Neville Alexander) 

The German left is privileged; the 
more white, the more male and the 
less dependant on selling labour, 
the more so. Privijleges make you 
blind. Blind to realities outside 
your own experiences and commonpla¬ 
ce awareness. In this way, men have 
to learn a great deal from feminist 
comrades and all have to learn from 
texts by black people. A left person 
is antisexist and antiracist anyway 
- but only anyway and very rarely 
with aware and practical consequen¬ 
ces. ("Anyway" usually also means, 
a left person takes no particular 
troubles to get to grips with it, 
while he (!) thinks he couldn't be 
a perpetrator in these areas - espe¬ 
cially not in the "private" realm). 
Relationships in which you are the 
privileged party.cannot be revolu¬ 
tionized without losing your own 
power. That is the basic starting 
point.The autonomous left and it's 
theory is in such a state of 
indecision and lack of utopias, it's 
practice often so full of silent or 
manifest sexisms, racisms and 'white 
spots', that the discussion of 
triple oppression can only be heal¬ 
thy. The lack of utopias is the lack 


of conceptions of something worth 
fighting for, of that which has to 
be achieved. To restrict utopias to 
the possibilities of the immediate 
surroundings, is to reduce the 
questions of power and the counter- 
power which has to be built to mere 
etaily jobs. Long-term mobilizing, 
however, is only possible with 
liberation targets in mind which go 
beyond the current (personal) si¬ 
tuation in life. 

"One of the hardest lessons we had 
to learn was that revolutionary 
struggle is more scientific than 
emotional. I don't say we shouldn't 
feel anything, but decisions cannot 
be based upon love or hate. They have 
to be based upon the objective 
circumstances and aim at what is 
rational ly and unemotional ly neces- 
sary * H (Assata Shakur) 

After this introduction the subject 
is the old class conception and it's 
limits; that's what the discussion 
was started about once. Then there's 
a definition of racisms and it's 
connections with class wars and 
patriarchy. This is followed by 
patriarchy and it's feminist criti¬ 
cism, and their connectijons to 
class wars. A special section fol¬ 
lows containing longer quotes from 
texts by black women; as a direct 
link to German relationships there 
excerpts from a critique by a 
Ei 11 pine woman on the German women's 
movement. These get a lot of room, 
because they are both important and 
authentic. The paper continues with 
a rather dry theoretical piece on 
triple oppression. Then there is a 
short intermezzo on 

National-Socialism and the resi¬ 
stance of the German Communist Party 
KPD. The next, longer chapter cri¬ 
ticizes autonome theory and practi¬ 
ce, followed by some proposals. In 
discussing this complex theme it is 
unavoidable that there is some 
crossing over between different 
chapters. On the other hand, they 
also complement eachother. So plea¬ 
se, don't take anything away from 
the context of this paper. 

Before the start, some definitions 
of terms: 

- class struggles - struggles against 
capitalist oppression, sustained by 
workers (f/m) and those who solida- 
rize with them. 

- antipatriarchsl struggles - su¬ 
stained by women and those who 
solidarize with them. 

- antiracist struggles - sustained 
by black people and those who soli¬ 
darize with them. ('Black' as a 
political notion for all those 
exposed to white racisms.) 


- anti-imperialist struggles - 
sustained by "Third World" 
liberation movements and those who 
solidarize with them. 

That these struggles cannot in 
reality be separated this clear, 
will be a theme next. But these 
definitions are right and important 
this way, because especially the 
triple oppression discussion would 
run in circles if it was forced to 
use unclear notions and concepts. 


m 
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II. 

"What is the working class today? 
What gender is it? And what 
colour?" (Paul Gilroy) 

These questions are aimed at a class 
notion that says all struggles can 
be explained by and reduced to a 
prime confrontation between labour 
and capital, thereby proclaiming 
the working class to be the revolu¬ 
tionary subject. This traditiojnal 
left concept leaves no room for the 
historical-authentical oppressions 
of women and black people nor for 
qual itative,material differences 

between metropoles and "Third World". 
It also leaves no room for collec¬ 
tive defense in these dimensions; it 
is patriarchal and white- 
eurocentric.The marxist theory is 
indispensable for recognizing capi¬ 
talist exploitation and for under¬ 
standing the struggles taking place 
on the confrontation line between 
capital and labour. The class ana¬ 
lysis which from this (economical) 
confrontation names the working 
class as the only driving force of 
revolutionary processes is insuffi¬ 
cient, because it sees patriarchy 
and racisms as secondary contrapo¬ 
sitions and thereby overlooks their 
political and social importance. In 
belittling the importance of racist 
and sexist oppression or at most 
analysing them as splitting mecha¬ 
nisms of capital, thereby linking 
them exclusively to the existence of 
capital, it fails to give that what 
is needed in the political-practi¬ 
cal process for social change and 
for the mobilizing of the necessary 
counter-power to achieve that: 
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the perspective of liberation from 
all kinds of oppression and 
exploitation.Revolutionary goals and 
behaviour are not derivable 
economistjically from the position 
in the production process. 

(Which does not say that economical 
or social positions in class rela¬ 
tionships are no criteria). Revolu¬ 
tionary movements have always for¬ 
med themselves in fought-for, endu¬ 
red experiences, conscious assimi¬ 
lation of those experiences and 
preservation of organisation. This 
is the task of the left, too. 

This is not a "farewell to proleta¬ 
riat", but the ascertaining that 
class struggles are not only carried 
out by the male,white working class 
in the metropoles, and that in the 
frontlines to imperialism, patriar¬ 
chy and racisms there exist contro¬ 
versies and struggles which are just 
as important. All these struggles 
have roots in historical and struc¬ 
tural power-relationships, which 
are present at the same time, in re¬ 
ciprocal penetration and mutual 
stabilisation. 

A theory which comprises all these 
struggles (or at least makes it 
possible to recognize them) and also 
describes the objective conditions 
which give these struggles their 
origins and limits, is not available 
within the (autonomous) left.Neither 
has it an understanding of the 
social actors who (could) have the 
objective power to turn over the 
ruling order. By ignoring this 
question it becomes impossible to 
see how this ruling order with it's 
ideological trenches, productive 
sources of wealth and it's military 
might can ever be destroyed. Sepa¬ 
rated from objectively present power, 
revolutionary will stays rather 
unsuccessful. 

No progress is achieved by replacing 
the notion of working class by that 
of (under-)class(-es). Either this 
notion is defined economistically 
and doesn't explain why specifical¬ 
ly from this material position any 
revolutionary fighting spirit should 
arise; or (under-)class(-es) is 
simply applied to all who fight, 
thereby veiling the differences in 
class, gender,nationality and "race" 
as well as the differing reasons to 
fight. (The old 'verelendungstheo- 
rie 1 , which saw revolution arise 
from hunger, has been proved wrong 
historically. But bits and pieces of 
it still litter autonomous ideas: 
someone who is poor, will fight, is 
so to say almost automatically 
revolutionary. This neglects the 
fact that marginalisation brings 
other, existential problems in the 
forefront, which in reality leave 
very little room to realise dreams 
of a better life.) 
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When even "Third World" uprising 
people and German underclasses are 
written together, when equal ti¬ 
mings of riots in Sao Paulo, Gaza, 
Seoul, Brixton or Kreuzberg are 
promoted to equal causes, then this 
surely gives a nicely rounded view 
of the world, but that is an abstrac¬ 
tion of the worst kind. In spite of 
the growing relative misery of 
metropolitan poverty, there is a 
qualitative difference with the 
mass starvation in the "Third World" 
and falling bombs 'made in USA'. The 
situation between the metropoles 
and the "Third World" and it's 
acceptance by the mass of metropo¬ 
litan workers does not only signify 
a (secondary) division of the world- 
proletariat, but proves it's non¬ 
existence. 

On with the questions of gender and 
colour of the working class: 

In the notion of working class the 
female gender has been made invisi¬ 
ble. Female workers, by the neglect 
of their additional role as (house¬ 
wife, are reduced to the labour 
relationship. 

The additional exploitation by the 
(working class) man disappears in a 
“proletarian family", much-propa¬ 
gated by marxists/leninists. The 
conception of work on which the 
notion of working class founds 
itself, is tailored to paid labour. 
The realm of social production, in 
which mainly women work-especially 
women in the “Third World"-, is 
swept under the carpet. The whole 
division of work by gender and it's 
enormous value for capital and men 
is lost as a sort of natural resource 
in the realm of reproduction, which 
in turn isn't considered to have re¬ 
volutionary explosiveness. 

That oppression of women cannot be 
a secondary problem, automatically 
disappearing once the primary pro¬ 
blem is solved by the "victory of the 
proletariat", is proved already by 
the violence against women perpe¬ 
trated by working class men, just 
as by men of all other classes. The 
historical persistency of this 
violence and the blindness towards 
it by the labour movement and it's 
theoreticians speak out clearly 
against the assumption that women 
can be liberated by the struggle of 
the working class. 

The question about the colour of the 
working class shows a further unju¬ 
stified assumption about the wor¬ 
king class being the representative 
of all the oppressed. Racisms will 
be more thoroughly discussed in the 
next part and in the intermezzo 
about National-Socialism the racist 
division of workers in this espe¬ 
cially brutal case will be discus¬ 
sed. Here now some points about the 


meaning of 'colour' for workers. 
Differences in "race" and nationa¬ 
lity are at the same time differen¬ 
ces in intensity of exploitation. 
Provided that the immigrants don't 
import struggles -which happened 
quite often-the racist split of 
classes pays off for capital, becau¬ 
se the individuals can be more 
heavily exploited, the group repre¬ 
sents a variable reserve force and 
the social costs for their labour 
power and (if any) education don't 
have to be paid to their country of 
origin. 

About the current composition of the 
class, or more accurately the frac- 
tionalisation of class, a quota¬ 
tion: 

"With this 'voluntary' multinatio¬ 
nal composition of labourforce 
(immigrants from Eastern Europe, 
the European Community and the 
South, remark) in the FRG since the 
end of the war the bloody, mi l i tary- 
based, violent model of differen¬ 
tiated racism of the Nazis was made 
less sharp and implemented in a 
■clean' way: 

- On top are the upper white-collar 
jobs (research, lower management/ 
government) with German, mainly 
male labour. 

- Then come the "Heister" (semi- 
independent workers with a 

very good education in certain 
skills). They are predominantly 
male and German.- Then the skilled 
workers and foremen in the facto¬ 
ries; they are made up of german men 
and the upper few of the foreign 
labour hierarchy: Italians, Spa¬ 
nish, Yugoslavs, also male. 

- Below them come the Turkish and 
Moroccan men and the foreign women 
in general (in the industrial mass 
production and the service sector, 
like cleansing etc) 

- At the bottom the refugees of both 
sexes." (from a flyer by the action 
group Gunter Sare, ’89) 

This gives a rough sketch of the 
racist (and sexist) division of 
labour, installed by capital. That 
is one side of the story. What is not 
contained in it, is the very real 
existence of racisms within the 
working class. The functioning (!) 
racist split of the working class - 
in the Nazi-fascism leading up to 
the silently tolerated or even 
propagated destruction of class 
comrades- gives another important 
argument against the assumption of 
the one and only, all-liberating 
working class.After the internatio¬ 
nal contradictions and after the 
working women, now also the privi¬ 
leges of the white working class and 
the workers killed because of their 
"race" and nationality would be 
rendered invisible. 
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III. 

"It is the racist, who creates the 
inferior" (Fanon) 

"Racisms, the incestuous children 
of patriarchy and capital" 
(Pratibha Parmar) 

The racisms have grown into indepen¬ 
dence. They have to be given a lot 
of attention and closest scrutiny. 

There is only one "race". The human 
one. 

"Races" are a construction, by which 
social and cultural differences are 
translated in so-called biological¬ 
ly determined characteristics. "Race” 
is an open category, whose defini¬ 
tion has differed widely in history. 
That is why it's better to talk about 
racisms (plural) than racism. (By 
the way, biologically-genetically 
the differences between whites are 
just as many and large as those 
between blacks and whites or between 
blacks). 

All racisms have in common that the 
victims get a place on the value- 
table below one's own and that they 
have to stay there because they are 
"naturally inferior". 

"Naturally" means: without histori¬ 
cal background and fixed for eter¬ 
nity. Racisms try, by means of 
"descendancy" and "purity of blood", 
to create identities which run 
straight across class situations 
and gender. What is reality is not 
the existence of "races" but the 
existence of racisms. 

“There is absolutely no logical 
reason to assume from the fact that 
there exist racist prejudices, that 
there must be something like "race" 
or "ethnic group". Must there, just 
becausea large number of people 
believe in ghosts and behave like 
they do exist, like not going to 
cemeteries at night, necessarily 
exist ghosts?" 

(Neville Alexander) 


That names two basic processes, on 
which the conservation and develop¬ 
ment of racisms is founded: 

- Physical Characteristics are placed 
in a causal relationship with social 
and cultural differences. These 
differences are thereby naturalised 
and thus interpreted as universally 
valid. 

- Racisms are an authentic form of 
living out the personal inferior 
place in a power- and exploitation- 
structure. They are constantly fed 
anew, both ideologically and mate¬ 
rially, and are more than just 
"false consciousness”: 

"We have to learn how groups which 
are excluded from the riches of the 
welfare-society, but who are never¬ 
theless part of the nation and want 
to identify with it, find in racism 
an authentic form of identity and 
self-consciousness." (Hall) 

To see racisms just as 'fake', as 
artifacts created by the ruling 
power, is to ignore their popularity 
and their materially existing, age- 
old traditions. Racisms have became 
structures that cannot be reduced to 
other social relations. 

They also cannot be traced comple¬ 
tely from knowledge of other social 
relations, they have a relative 
autonomy from patriarchy and class 
rule. A separate analysis of "race" 
and class struggle cannot, for 
example, explain racist-based capi¬ 
ta l i sm/ i mper i a l i sm. 

As powerrelations, racisms reach 
right into the heads of people. They 
surface in ideas, attitudes and 
emotions. It's very typical that 
anti racist views are often linked 
with spontaneous racist feelings. 
This internalisation of powerrela¬ 
tions means that white people,so to 
say, stand upon the shoulders of 
their slave-keeping ancestors and 
Germans uponthe shoulders of the NS 
'Uebermenschen'. (In principle this 
also applies to those who conscious¬ 
ly and militant ly fight this!) Black 
women and men, on the other hand, 
stand in front of their enslaved and 
exterminated ancestors and Jewish 
and Polish people in front of those 
destroyed in the Holocaust. 

"The tradition of all the dead ge- . 
Derations sits like a mountain upon 
the brain of the living." 

(18. Brumaire, 1) 

To be more precise, Marx could have 
said: upon that of the survivors and 
their offspring. 

To legitimize and secure hierar¬ 
chies and exploitation by means 
of ascribing certain, so-called 
biological-natural properties;that 
is a corresponding mechanism in the 
beginning of sexisms and racisms. 
The racisms that appeared in the 


Middle Ages came from the persecu¬ 
tion of all those that did not and 
did not want to meet the values of 
the Church: Crusades against hea¬ 
thens, pogroms against Jewish com¬ 
munities, against heretics and the 
long chain of witchhunts. 

With the conquest of America and 
Africa came a problem for the 
colonisers: to creates loyal ruling 
power. To reliably keep the coloni¬ 
sed away from power -however rich 
and able they might eventually get- 
, the "purity of nobility", or 
"purity of blood" was used. The 
power remained white in this way, so 
within the hand of the european 
powers. 

The rising citizenry, with it's 
emphasis on natural sciences for 
"explanations", used fitting grands 
for their racism. One explorer for 
instance claimed that "negroes" 
came from the mating of apes and 
woman (!! ). And Voltaire, who always 
appears to be so much nicer in the 
school books, thought: 

"There is in every human race, like 
there is in plants, a principle 
which differentiates among them. 
Thus Negroes are the slaves of other 
men." 

In the National states of the 19th 
and 20th century these coarse ra¬ 
cisms are changed into "popular 
characteristics": "gallic" French 
against "germanic" Germans etc. 
This idiocy played a major role in 
the war hype of World War I. During 
this same time, the colonial racism 
got a "humane" side, which would 
offer the "negroes" the blessings of 
German, French,English etc. civili¬ 
sation. 

"We will condemn and fight certain 
methods of subduing the savages, but 
not subduing savages in itself and 
making them feel the right of the 
higher culture." 

(Social Democratic Party's theore¬ 
tician Bernstein) 

For the rest, the whip and the 
cannonship remained for those black 
people that didn't like to trade in 
their land and their freedom for the 
"higher culture". 

Anti-Semitism is a special racism. 

In one important point the pattern 
of all other racisms is changed: 
Jewish people are the opposite of 
the normal "race"-construction, 
because they have no common external 
distinguishing features to set them 
apart from their social surroun¬ 
dings. (and that is precisely the 
starting point for all the other 
racisms). Jewish people "are hit in 
their religious personality, in 
their history, in their links with 
their ancestors” (Fanon). 

For anti-semitics, this assimila¬ 
tion and lack of "racial" distinc- 
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tions represents an especially 
perverted clanger for the "purity of 
the race". Already the Jewish ghet¬ 
to's were products of this anti- 
Semitic racism, whose victims had to 
be identified first by spacial se¬ 
paration and later by the yeltow 
star! (So-called properties of "Jewish 
looks" were only propaganda al¬ 
though the Jewish people that hap¬ 
pened to look this way had severe 
additional problems.) 

For all racist intentions, Jewish 
people are very "useful"victims, 
because not even the "popular opi¬ 
nion" would have thought a 'conspi¬ 
racy of negroes against Germany 1 or 
a 'negro-bolsjewistic conspiracy' 
plausible. But a few Jews in the 
Communist Party, abroad or even in 
Moskou were not so difficult to find 
or invent. 

It makes absolutely no difference 
wether the propagandists believed 
this themselves or not; it worked 
for the masses and i t was one of the 
causes of the Holocaust. 

Zionism, to mention it briefly, is 
a political category, not a racist 
one. To say it pointedly: "In the 
FRG, there are many more Zionists 
than there are Jews, especially in 
the ruling parties." 

This comes from the Jewish magazine 
"Semit", 2/90 in looking back at 
Strauss, Adenauer and Springer. 

The effectiveness of racisms, espe¬ 
cially for socially declassified 
white people can be partly explained 
by competition. (For the rich, im¬ 
migrants are no economic competi¬ 
tion, they live in other areas 
anyway; the rich can afford to be 
liberal in the literal meaning.) 
The less left alternatives there are 
available, the weaker the women's 
movement and antiracists are, the 
more declassification will express 
itself in hatred of women and 
racism. On the basis of very real 
existing racist patterns, declassi¬ 
fication does not lead to solidarity 
against the ruling power, but to a 
patriarchally marked kicking against 
those below. This is a starting 
point to understand the "economi¬ 
cal" development of racisms and 
sexisms. But in no way does this 
imply that there is no own respon¬ 
sibility for the decision between 
rebellion and kicking at those 
below. 

Even less should the impression rise 
that racisms and sexisms could be 
ended only through the social pres¬ 
sure of a strong resp. strj^ijer 
left. They always exist, either 
sleeping or openly. That means, that 
with and within the left they should 
be fought; also at times when they 
are less publicly at work. (Some¬ 
thing that was not done either 
in 1968 or in 80/81!) 7 0 


As mentioned before, "race" origi¬ 
nally only is a construction for 
racist means. Assigning a "race" is 
assigning a position: oppressor or 
oppressed. “Race" is an (additio¬ 
nal) factor in the stabilizing of 
unequal political, economic and 
patriarchal relations. 

But it has also, because this 
assignment is very real as a life 
experience, been picked up and 
turned around as 'racial conscious¬ 
ness' by black people against the 
inner and outer colonialisation. 
"Race" then becomes the common 
ground for the organisation of 
resistance against racist oppres¬ 
sion. (Important examples are the 
Black Panther Party and the Black 
Consciousness Movement). Class 
oppression and state violence are 
experienced as “race relations" and 
the struggle against it is unavoi¬ 
dably fought along the border bet¬ 
ween “white and Black".To call this 
racism, part of the racisms, would 
deny the very different starting 
points: White racisms are used to 
keep up the imperialist order. They 
have a long and bloody history. 
Generations of white people have 
profited from them, in differing 
amounts. Settler-states like the 
USA, Israel, South-Africa and Nor¬ 
thern Ireland have let, by means of 
the institutionalised racisms and 
the sharing of conquests and posi¬ 
tions, the entire white settler 
population profit, including the 
workers. When resistance against 
this arises, when black conscious¬ 
ness and black organisations form 
themselves, in slaves' rebellions 
from Harlem to Soweto, then this is 
directed against the imperialist 
status quo and white history. 
Struggles motivated by "racial 
consciousness" are, as black strug¬ 
gles, anti-racist! 

Until all racisms are defeated, 
organisations which form around the 
oppression pole "race" are indi¬ 
spensable: 

"It would mean to disarm oneself 
strategically and tactically, if 
one were to deny the reality of pre¬ 
judices and observable differences, 
wherever they come from. It would be 
impossible - with the possible 
exception of a few thousand stu¬ 
dents- to organise a mass movement." 
(Neville Alexander) 

Thus black liberation movements in 
the struggle for national indepen¬ 
dence are anti-imperialist and anti¬ 
racist, but not necessarily anti¬ 
capitalist or anti-patriarchal. Fanon 
says that after a long period of 
colonial and imperialistic de-iden¬ 
tification the "Third World" natio¬ 
nalism is the only way to achieve a 
collective identity and the practi¬ 
cal unification of the, until now 
divided, oppressed. 


This probably is indeed unavoida¬ 
ble, but it is in the tradition of 
the old step-by-step model, in which 
the national liberation comes befo¬ 
re that of the working class end 
before that of the women. Class 
struggles and patriarchy continue 
to exist, but are "frozen" for the 
national cause. But this “frozen" 
state is only an apparent one, put 
into the program of the liberation 
movement. 

Whereas the working masses and the 
women are prominently present as 
fighters in the liberation move¬ 
ment, thereby making an important 
difference to the colonial- and 
puppet's armies, they disappear 
after the national victory in the 
economy that has to be built up and 
in the patriarchal society, that has 
become a national state. 

The national victory in itself is 
not necessary achieved by means of 
a sexist-reactionary mobilisation. 
The old is realty toppled with the 
struggles of the women. But after¬ 
wards -like in Iran- the backlash 
occurs;the second strike of the 
national "revolutionaries" is aimed 
at women in a "fundamentalistic" or 
stalinistic way. 

Obviously black people are divided 
by class and gender not only in the 
national states created by libera¬ 
tion movements. 

These divisions in any case have 
different forms as those between 
white people, because they are over¬ 
determined by a long history of 
white racisms and resistance to 
them. In the criticism of the notion 
of working class the racist and 
patriarchal dimensions of class 
struggles were already spoken ab¬ 
out. So it is logical that black 
anti-racist organisation and theory 
don't necessarily have to be anti- 
capitalist and anti-patriarchal. 
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IV. 


The notion of patriarchy has been 
rediscovered by the new feminist 
movement as a 'word-weapon', becau¬ 
se the movement needed a notion in 
which the totality as well as the 
systematic character of the oppres¬ 
sive and exploitative relationships 
experienced by women could be ex¬ 
pressed. Patriarchy names the hi¬ 
storical and social dimensions (...) 
and is thus less open to biologistic 
explanations, as opposed to the 
notion of male supremacy. 
Historically, patriarchal systems 
are not universal, timeless sy¬ 
stems, that have always existed. 
(...) If patriarchy had a certain 
starting point in history, then it 
can also have an ending." 

(Maria Mies) 

The long quotation at the top of this 
part explains the definition used 
here of patriarchy and rests further 
upon the necessity that the direc¬ 
tion of anti-patriarchal criticism 
is given by feminist women. 

This part will not give THE feminist 
theory and practice. Both are fil¬ 
ling 14 ) large shelves and reality.Some 
aspects of feminist theory and 
practice must be very shortly recol¬ 
lected, however: 

The violence against women was taken 
out of the private realm and shown 
to be structural and running through 
all other social relations; the 
humanistic notion of Humanity broke 
down as a male abstraction into 
women and men and thereby made women 
visible; the ruling conception of 
nature in science was robbed of it's 
supposed neutrality and the orde¬ 
ring of woman under nature was 
dismissed; the whole of philosophy 
including the left thinkers was 
criticised as being based on pa¬ 
triarchal premises; the showing of 
the connection between sexuality 
and domination; criticism on all 
dichotomies (like the separations 
of mind/body, nature/mankind (!)); 
criticism on the notion of working 
class, as mentioned; the importance 
of the labour of housewives and the 
subsistency production of women in 
the "Third World"; the demand for 
the determining right over one's own 
body, against all reproduction 
technology or laws against abor¬ 
tion; and as a final example the 


general remark that notwithstanding 
all class- and "race" hierarchy any 
man gets from the system the control 
over at least one woman and that it 
is his responsibility to refuse 
this. 

A lot of these criticisms and 
especially the connected practice 
(more on that in part VII.) are aimed 
directly against the traditional 
and autonome left, because they 
affect their theoretical starting 
points, inner structures and their 
utopia's, (more on that, too, in 
part VII.) 

Something more precise on violence 
against women: 

"I believe that the importance of 
sexual and physical (psychological 
is something else, because it's ef¬ 
fectiveness is often linked to the 
others) violence against women has 
not been understood in it's full 
(social) dimension - also not even 
by ourselves. Much too little have 
we therefore gripped and thought 
over what kind of changes occur, 
because only slowly, but surely, bit 
by bit more and more gets out into 
the open, even when the difficulties 
in finding solutions are enormous 
because of the individual character 
of the mistreatment. Sexual abuse as 
a little girl and rape does not only 
hit some girls and women, but 
millions of them. Especially the 
abuse of chi Idren is - as is becoming 
clear - a mass phenomenon all over 
the world. That is why we can say 
that this phenomenon marks the 
social role of women. If you have 
kept your eyes open, you will at 
least have an idea of the hideous and 
most of all unconscious consequen¬ 
ces that (sexual) abuse as a child 
has on the role conditioning. For 
the rest of your life as a woman this 

is always a determining factor." 
(from a letter by a woman in the 
discussion) 

Patriarchy does not, as defined at 
the start, exist in a social- 
economic vacuum. It is linked to the 
other forms of oppression and has a 
common history with them of mutual 
stabilisation. 

Thus, in a class society, THE women 
as abstract beings, not influenced 
by their respective classes, cannot 
exist. The forms of the oppression 
of women -and the resistance against 
them!- are different; for the midd¬ 
le-class woman different than for 
her cleaning woman; for both of them 
different than for a sweatshop- 
seamster in Malaysia or a woman 
farmer in Africa. 

Also the historic division into a 
civil and a proletarian women's 
movement followed a.o. their class 
positions. Both of them lacked, as 


opposed to the new women's movement, 
a feminist theory and true autonomy. 

The first Was mostly linked to state 
reformistic politics and the latter 
was told for instance in 1935 by the 
Coamunist International that there 
was no such thing as a specific 
women's question. 

Contemporal arguments between left 
feminists and cultural feminists 
mirror in part also different class 
positions. 

"The oppression of women knows no 
ethnical or racial boundaries, that 
is true, but that doesn't mean that 
it is identical within these boun¬ 
daries. And the reservoirs of our 
old power also do not know these 
boundaries. To deal with one of 
them, without even mentioning the 
other, means to deny what we have 
in common as well as what divides 
us." (Audre Lorde) 

"There is no such thing as the 
universal patriarchal context...not 
until someone postulates an inter¬ 
national male conspiracy or a mono: 
lithic unhistoric power-hierarchy. 
But there is a world-wide power 
structure, in which any analysis 
of culture, ideology and social- 
economic conditions has to be 
planted by necessity." 

(Chandra Talpade Mohantey) 

In the paper, both examples for the 
patriarchal and racist dimensions 
of capitalist exploitation and for 
the penetration of racisms by class 
positions and struggles were given 
already. Recently the dimension of 
class differences in patriarchal 
oppression was discussed. What remains 
now is the question about the 
inoortance of racisms -and Eurocen¬ 
trism- in patriarchy.The discussion 
of black and white feminists on that 
only started in the German women's 
movement as the discussion of which 
this paper is a result was already 
underway. 

The fact that this discussion was at 
first only held in women's groups - 
and very intense- is for sure no 
coincidence. 

Left men have, in the face of more 
severe attacks or themes, mostly 
just dug in and waited. And that 
where the criticism of racism/ 
eurocentrism hits especially them 
full in the face, in addition to the 
criticism of their patriarchal 
privileges. 

The criticism of black feminists is 
essential for the triple oppression 
- in a way that is the sua of their 
experiences. 

Their criticism attacks racisms 
from a feminist stance and also 
considers, observes and works over 
class differences and those between 
the metropoles and the "Third World". 
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"Two thirds of humanity is coloured, 
white feminists have to make them¬ 
selves aware of that. They have to 
look upon the conditions in which 
people live, and talk about power 
relationships. Who has the power to 
oppress? What is the position of 
coloured women? Every oppressed 
group has to go and define it's own 
road to liberation. But white femi¬ 
nists have to acknowledge that they 
form a part of the economic and 
cultural imperialism, that they 
have an ethnocentric point of view 
and often think they have a higher 
intellect than other parts of the 
population. How many of the white 
feminists would be wi lling to accept 
the intellectual leadership of African 
women? How can women talk about some 
other kind of freedom, without 
looking at South Africa? Feminism 
has to deal with imperialism, with 
land rights, Maori's, Native Ameri¬ 
cans, black women in South Africa - 
if not, it is a very short-sighted 
feminism without a global vision." 
(Gloria Joseph, 1988) 

"It is claimed that racism and 
sexism are alike processes. 
Ideologically, for instance, they 
both use natural and biological 
differences. It is also said, that 
the notions of "race" and gender 
both represent social categories. 
But as soon as a historical analysis 
is made, it is obvious that they 
are different and thus that the 
analyses must be different. 

The fact, that black women are at the 
same time oppressed by patriarchy, 
racism and class rule is the'main 
reason not to introduce analogies, 
that would make the triple oppres¬ 
sion invisible.We cannot define the 
one and only source of oppression. 
When white feminists name only pa¬ 
triarchy, we want a itiore complex 
concept. We find it difficult too, 
to separate class position from 
sexism, because in our lives we 
experience both simultaneously. 

As black women we, by necessity, are 
in solidarity with black men against 
racism. This is a solidarity that 
white women of course cannot have 
for white men. We fight together 
with black men against racism - but 
just as well against their sexism. 
(...) The white feminist theory and 
practice must acknowledge that white 
women are the oppressors in a power 
relation with black women. This 
compromises any feminist theory 
based on the equality of all women. 
Three central parts of feminist 
theory (family, patriarchy, repro¬ 
duction labour) become problematic, 
when applied to black women. The way 
in which the gender of black women 


is socialized is different from the 
making of white femininity, because 
the racist component is added. (...) 
The understanding of the dependency 
of the housewife is problematic for 
black feminists. The claim that this 
model bridges the gap between the 
material situation in the household 
and the ideology of femininity, 
overlooks the fact that black women 
are very often leading the house¬ 
hold. 

Black men are very often unemployed 
and women aren't so dependant upon 
them. How can it be claimed, that 
black male supremacy exists and 
functions in the same way as white 
male supremacy? The history of 
slavery, colonialism and imperia¬ 
lism have systematically put the 
white male roles out of reach for 
black men. (...) Power-relations¬ 
hips in slavery are obviously also 
patriarchal. But there is a diffe¬ 
rence in the patriarchal treatment 
of black women by black and white 
men. (...) 

The concept of reproduction labour 
has to be made into a problem as 
well. What does it mean in a 
situation in which black women do 
the domestic labour for white women? 
In this case they are not waged 
labourers, but play a role in which 
they achieve the reproduction of 
black workers and of whites in the 
white household simultaneously. (...) 
The tendency to generalize the 
oppression of (such a vague category 
as) "Third-World women" up to the 
point where all meaning is lost, is 
typical of the way whites handle the 
uniqueness of all our experiences 
and oppressions in their concepts 
and theories. The notion of patriar¬ 
chy was introduced to distinguish 
sexist forces from other social 
powers, like the capital. But using 
this term in it's turn hides other 
differences." 

(Hazel V. Carby, from: The Empire 
Strikes Back,1982) 

"The way in which capital, patriar¬ 
chy and "race" structure the exploi¬ 
tation and oppression of black women 
makes it look impossible and unde¬ 
sirable to highlight one specific 
ground for oppression: all three are 
always present in the daily expe¬ 
rience of black women." 

(Pratibha Parmar) 

The next quotations come from a 
speech by a Phillipine woman, held 
on a meeting of a group against 
international sexual and racial 
exploitation in Frankfurt, FRG. 
They reference the situation in 
Germany directly. Her criticisms 
are placed in the current context of 


the women's movement, but they must 
be aimed at the entire white left. 
That is why they're printed here. 

"The suffering from white racism, 
coupled with sexism is an obligatory 
part of daily life for a foreign 
woman in the FRG. 

It's constantly being pointed out to 
her: the country doesn't belong to 
you. She feels lost, unwanted, 
inferior, isolated. And they feel 
ashamed, the foreign women, because 
they are looked upon as "bought" 
women: dirty, without morality. 
"How can you let yourself be sold?", 
the faces of the German women say. 
What do you know about how things are 
going at our homes? Do you know what 
it means to be exploited by the 
multi's? (...) You look upon us as 
victims. Victims? If anything, I 
sure don't want to be looked upon as 
a victim, because I would fear you 
would come and "rescue" me, help me 
compassionately. 

We don't need your compassion, we 
need your co-experiencing. 

After that, we can talk about 
solidarity. Solidarity needs equal 
footing: we need to be on the same 
level, and not the one above the 
other. (...) And in the heads of many 
of you it says: Why do you let 
yourself be treated this way by 
these stupid German men? Why don't 
you get a divorce? You won't under¬ 
stand it, won't accept it, because 
you judge them by your own stan¬ 
dards, knowingly or not. Because you 
don't have any idea about what it 
means, what her circumstances are at 
home, how little her possibilities. 
But most of all: because you cannot 
accept, that there are many roads to 
emancipation.(...) 

What are they, German women? They 
call themselves our sisters. Our big 
sisters.... 

They are our conversation partners, 
who discuss with us about our 
problems. (Don't German women have 
problems? Why is it always us 
talking?) (...) 

They are also the ruling women, 
because of what they belong to, 
their nationality, as co-perpetra- 
tors in the exploitation of the 
underdeveloped countries of the 
Third world. They show great soli¬ 
darity towards us, join in campaigns 
to fight the oppression of woman in 
our countries. Countries, in which 
war is often the daily reality. What 
do you really know about our coun¬ 
tries? Why do you show solidarity? 
What's behind that? (...) 

They are also the women, who've been 
to Third World countries,on their 
holidays or for some studying pro¬ 
ject, and who, when they've retur- 








ned, claim to be experts. They then 
91 've lectures and speeches for us 
and our women's movements. And for 
many of you, they are more plausible 
than we ourselves. (...) 

Another reason why German women 
support projects for foreign women, 
is the enthusiasm of many left women 
for the strength of the social 
movements and the liberation fights 
in the so-called Third World. The 
starting point is clear: The social 
circumstances in some Third World 
countries, exploitation, corrup¬ 
tion, feudalism, US-imperialism 
create the conditions for libera¬ 
tion movements. The oppressive 
situation is as clear as it can be. 
In the countries of the riches' 
monopoly, on the other hand, such a 
strength cannot, or not without 
great difficulties, develop. But in 
many women there is a great longing 
for the enthusiasm of the masses, 
their strength, their struggle, 
like it cannot be experienced here. 
This is connected with the idea that 
anything unfamiliar must be exotic. 

I can understand the longing. It is 
hard to bear, however, when the 
white women start to teach us how to 
wage our own struggles. Hard, when 
they want to force through - in 
old colonial style - their feminist 
theory. Hard, when they demand at 
the same time to be acknowledged for 
their sponsorship." 

(Liclic OrbenOSchmidt, 1989) 

Again: All that is said here hits 
left theory and left behaviour at 
least as much and left (white) men 
a whole lot more. 

If those who've been quoted so 
extensively here speak mainly about 
women's structures, then this is 
simply because in other places there 
is very little discussion about it 
and elsewhere no such convincing 
texts are to be found. 


V. 

"The aim of theory is not to raise 
our intellectual or academical 
reputation, but to open possibili¬ 
ties to understand the historical 
world and it's processes, to gain 
directions for our practice and to 
change it if necessary" 

(Stuart Hall) 

Theory, which wants to recognize and 
fight oppressive relationships, is 
no mere hollow headbanging. Hosti¬ 
lity towards theory is to partially 
disarm oneself, because without 
theory only immediately experienced 
supremacy can be registered, wi¬ 
thout it's structure, history and 
global reach. To recognise this, 
ideas, notions and a transmitting 
language are needed. The use of a 
common language unifies, confusion 
over words and unclear ideas divide. 

Inall liberation movements the gai¬ 
ning of knowledge under the most 
difficult circumstances is a cen¬ 
tral part of the fight; theory is a 
weapon and weapons are not volunta¬ 
rily rejected. 

The totality of oppression, of which 
we are talking, can simply not be 
directly experienced by everyone. 
The more white, the more male, the 
richer, the more metropolitan, the 
lesser this is possible and the 
bigger the obligation of solidarity 
is, to understand these realities in 
a learning process, so that then you 
can practice effective solidarity. 

Supremacy is a central concept. To 
define it as one side of the duality 
between men and women, between black 
and white, between labour and capi¬ 
tal, falls way short. This presup¬ 
poses a uniqueness and completely 
separated existence of each of the 
sides, that knows absolutely no 
dialectic whatsoever. 



Supremacy for the aim of exploita¬ 
tion and conservation ofpower is 
much more a many-sided practice of 
oppressions on the basis of several 
overlapping ci resistances. The rules 
of supremacy change constantly as 
history moves on, and it's material 
and internalised structures are 
built anew all the time. There is no 

rr r ' Cal Capitalism « patriar- 
chy o r racisms. They, and their con- 
nections are processes of constant 

To make a distinction in these 
oppressions between material base 

’£° l09iCal upper structure, 
would be academical. 

That's why "in recent times, it has 
become difficult to find a simple 
economic class interest that is not 
permeated by ideology" (Hall). 

And Gramsci points to the fact that 
it "is a purely didactic difference 
between form and content, to see the 
material powers as content and the 
ideology as form". Because "the 
material force can not be understood 
historiccally without form and the 
ideologies would, without the 
material force, just remain whims of 
individuals." 

(Philosophy of Practice) 

The material violence of "ideolo¬ 
gies" like racisms and hatred of 
women is too obvious. 


Supremacy is never complete, there 
are cracks in it and it's interna¬ 
lisation never runs without contra¬ 
dictions. Oppressions aren't con¬ 
ducted separately and all of them 
different in the metropoles and in 
the "Third World". They are expe¬ 
rienced in different ways, depen¬ 
dent upon which oppressions they are 
confronted with, upon which ones 
they might commit or use themselves 
and especially: dependent cpon wether 
or not they fight against them. Not 
the separation of oppressions is 
important, but their mutual articu¬ 
lation. No one of them is completely 
traced to another one or isolated, 
together they form a consistent 
reality. 


It's not bad to think of supremacy 
as a kind of net. The meshes can be 
bigger (metropoles) or smaller ("Third 
World 1 *). The threads can be older 
(patriarchy) or newer (capitalism), 
more stable (like in the FRG) or 
weaker (like in Central America). 
The threads are knotted in different 
«ays (racisms are connected to 
capitalism differently as patriar- 
etc.) and the net ia being 
repaired and renewed by many (capi¬ 
tal, state, whites, men), to catch 
others in it (women, black people, 
workers) and they try to tear it ip 
as well as they can. 





This view of a net-like supremacy, 
in which - at any knot and thread- 
HIGH and LOW are preserved, but no 
single cause, no main contradiction 
is presupposed, also touches on the 
question about the revolutionary 
subject.If this cannot be deduced 
any longer from a duality, from a 
single most important cause, then 
also no single group of oppressed 
can be given a privileged avant- 
garde position. 

To decide upon who's the revolutio¬ 
nary subject by simply adding the 
oppressions (Who is oppressed most? 

- They have to defend themself the 
most!) would be an abstract con¬ 
struction of numerical science, 
which would by means of arithmetics 
give black female workers a role for 
which they never asked. To embrace 
them as the revolutionary subject 
would be fairly comfortable for the 
metropolitan left, because there 
are no consequences drawn. 

But the life and the demands of black 
women and workers can very well be 
a measure in the question on how the 
utopia of liberation must be like, 
to end all oppressions. 1m 


oppressed by racism. When white 
workers beat up a black man, that is 
foremost racist - although this 
might have roots in the capitalist 
exploitation of all of them. When 
black workers strike against a white 
boss, very different components 
play a role. The list is as endless 
as reality. 

That ALL oppressions have to be 
fought, is clear; and it depends on 
the recognition of the specific 
constellation of oppressions, HOW 
the fight must go.That the fight 
against one component of oppression 
can make holes in the net on other 
spots (like in the british miners' 
strike in which also the miners' 
wives organized themselves), is 
very welcome but it's just as 
possible that the net is tightened 
in another place by a wrongly fought 
or unfinished fight. (Workers' fights 
often aim against "double"-earning 
women or black people). 

The risk of wrong or unfinished 
fights is a reason to give up be 


This is definitely not, as it may 
appear at first, out of place, 
because the NS-fascism is the histo¬ 
rical learning-piece of a specific- 
ly German combination of capita¬ 
lism/imperialism, patriarchy and 
racisms. In view of the current 
Grand-German imperialism, it is 
necessary to look at the past with 
present-day eyes. Anyway, it is 
often easier to explain something by 
looking at historic phases than by 
just looking at what is happening 
now. 

The traditional left analysis of the 
NS as the dictatorship of the most 
reactionary fraction of finance 
capital does explain the decisive 
support for the Nazis by the mono¬ 
polies, but it only highlights one 
aspect of the NS. It doesn't explain 
either the "failure of the working 
class" or the relatively large mass 
base of the NS-fascism in Germany. 
As in any nationalism, the popula¬ 
rity of NS was based on the promise 
that because you belonged to a 
certain natiocaX.il 



stalinistic labour cmumui t s clai¬ 
med for decades that the exploita¬ 
tion of the worker was the most 
important, compared to the other 
"secondary contradictions". 

In the abstract, this is a question 
which cannot be answered, without 
arriving at the most unbearable 
comparisons. (What is worse, witch¬ 
hunts or slavery? Violence against 
black men or against white women? 
War in the metropoles or war in the 
"Third World"?) 

But, in reality, the question is 
different. The global simultaneous¬ 
ness of different oppressions and 
the idea of a net - like supremacy ask 
to be applied to each immediate 
situation, to the concretely expe¬ 
rienced and conducted oppression. 
Then, differences in the composi¬ 
tion of the oppressions appear. And 
they can be very/somewhat racist, 
very/somewhat patriarchal, very/ 
somewhat imperialist or capitalist. 
Some examples: Violence by a white 
man against the white wife is only 
superficially connected to capita¬ 
list/imperialist exploitation and 
has basically nothing to do with 
racisms. A white assembly line 
worker is not exploited by racisms 
and certainly not by sexism, but the 
black worker beside him is at least 


VI. INTERMEZZO: 

NS(Nationsl-Socialism)-fascism and 
communist resistance. 
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superiority over other peoples; 
demands (from doctors) for the 
elimination of "life.unworthy of 
life" in the social-Darwinistic 
tradition; male brotherhood ideals, 
that reacted very irritated to the 
changing women of the 20's; ideolo¬ 
gies about the necessity for 'Lebens- 
raum' (space to live) and winning 
back the colonies by revising the 
peace treaty of Versai l les; and last 
but not least social standing ideo¬ 
logies directed against the class 
struggles and in favour of a "popu¬ 
lar unity". 

The effectiveness of these ideolo¬ 
gies multiplied in NS because they 
were materialised in a state mecha¬ 
nism. This lead to the briefly 
mentioned tolerating of the de¬ 
struction of "non-aryans" or left 
class-comrades. 

NS was a very special case of racist 
organisation of labour. Especially 
in the war economy the spectrum of 
exploitation forms reached from 
labour of the industrial type through 
virtually unpaid forced labour to 
working slaves and 'destruction by 
labour'. The division was strictly 
according to the Nazi "race"-scale: 
the management German-"Aryan", just 
as the technicians and highly skil- 



































led workers. The level below was 
•ade up of non-voluntarily "hired 
civil workers" from the west or 
Tchechs. Lower still were the Polish 
workers and at the very bottom were 
the Soviet prisoners of war. 
Besides them, according tb the label 
stitched op their clothes, were the 
women and men imprisoned in the 
concentration camps who according 
to their "usefulness" and perseve¬ 
rance, were killed sooner or later. 
Hark carefully that with this com¬ 
bination of workers not some simple 
goods were produced, but high-tech 
projects in the central sectors! For 
instance, in the plant of IG-Farben 
in Auschwitz forms of oppression 
that are normally separated by 
continents or entire historic epochs, 
went hand in hand. Resistance came 
foremost from the lower levels of 
the hierarchy, but the prisoners, 
Polish, Russians or Jews were left 
alone by the main part of the German 
workers. They did not behave like 
class comrades, but, according to 
their place in the hierarchy, as 
"Herrenmenschen" (lords of people). 
Those who showed solidarity were 
left people or simply compassionate 
workers, but they were only a tiny 
percentage out of millions.According 
to NS-logic there may have been 
economic reasons for the mass de¬ 
struction of the Jews and the 
population in the east, but in 
general a purely racist ideology was 
used. It planned in which order the 
destruction would occur, it planned 
the choices for testing on humans. 


form within twelve years: the per¬ 
secution of the ill and mentally 
disabled up to their murdering, the 
pogroms against Jewish people up to 
the Holocaust, the wars for the 
conquest of colonial space and the 
exploitation and extermination of 
those that lived there (programs for 
the African realm were already lying 
in the drawers). 

The NS-ideologies mobilised their 
followers not only on targets to 
attack, but also on the brutality, 
the "racial purity" and the leaders¬ 
hip cultus of the Party organisa¬ 
tions. 

The wish for one's own power in clear 
conditions could be let out by 
kicking at those below. In the 
private realm the NS offered, at 
least according to their program, 
the secured control over at least 
one woman. 

In the social area racists in power 
have an immediate interest in the 
control over "their" women, because 
they are indispensable for the 
purity and continuity of the "race". 
All improvements promised to women 
by the NS only served to keep them 
in their role. This role was only 
valid for "Aryan" women- the racist 
division ran through both genders. 
Jewish, Polish or Russian women were 
persecuted for their nationality 
and "race" because their "alien- 
race" offspring was unwanted. They 
were not made into mother-heroes, 
but treated as "Untermenschen" ("sifc- 
humans"): in Ravensbrueck or other 


German women who fought against the 
NS did so, because they were commu¬ 
nists or Jewish and as such were 
forced to fight. 

The fact that 800.000 female sol¬ 
diers fought in the Red Army and 
other women in the partisan move¬ 
ments in east and west has only 
become known in recent times, (a.o. 
thanks to Ingrid Strobl) 

The division of all women according 
to their "race" and nationality, ac¬ 
cording to their political convic¬ 
tions and their class situation, 
dominated in the NS and World War II 
in general the patriarchal contra¬ 
dictions of their specific socie¬ 
ties. Just to be a woman did not 
decide upon which side of the 
barricade you were on. 

"It is not the literal wording of the 
statute, but the meaning and spirit 
put in to this literal wording by 
active fighters that decides upon 
the value of an organisation" 
(Rosa Luxemburg) 


It should not be claimed that the 
course of history would have been 
different in 1933 if the KPD (the 
Communist Party of Germany) had had 
a different political line. The 
(revolutionary) left was weak, had 
little money, even less weapons and 
was faced by a broad front of middle- 
class and fascist forces. But a few 
aspects are noticeable (and perhaps 
something can be learned from them). 







In accordance with the bolsjewising 
in the Soviet Union, from the start 
of the 20's also in the KPD strict 
hierarchy, a ban on differing frac¬ 
tions and the Party line as the only 
right dogma were fixed, and any 
diversions from this were punished 
by expulsions. That in such struc¬ 
tures cultural-revolutionary or 
women’s stances, which were dequa- 
lified beforehand as being petty- 
bourgeois-anarchistic or secondary 
contradictions, had no chance to 
influence the Party leadership, is 
obvious. 

With the stalinisat ion of the KPD 
women disappeared completely from 
the Party leadership (politburo). 
To give the Nazi-propaganda no 
holding points, also communists 
from Jewish origins were removed 
from the front lines. The KPD was not 
racist, but it had 'white spots'. 
In it's program the KPD was more 
progressive towards women‘than the 
other parties (e.g.abolition of the 
law against abortion) but it also 
said: secondary contradiction. And 
the question of Rosa Luxemburg to 
the Soviet Communist Party still 
also applied to the KPD. 

The concept of solidarity meant the 
class-conscious proletarian, the 
KPD was oriented on male values. 
Never were there over 15 X women in 
it's ranks; only the half-charita¬ 
ble Red Help was run by about half 
women. The whole private realm was 
separated from the class interests 
and this let the patriarchal oppres¬ 
sion disappear into the 'proleta¬ 
rian family', to which the KPD- 
propaganda liked to attribute 'clean 
girls, strong comrades and heroic 
mothers. This parallelled the So¬ 
viet Union, where after the first 
progressive laws the liberation of 
the women was toppled by Stalinism. 

"The psychological structure of a 
class is a moment of it's objective 
situation". 

This sentence is taken from a study, 
which was conducted in 1929/30 under 
a few hundred workers (practically 
all of them men), a.o. members of the 
KPD and social democrats. One of the 
results was that the actual attitu¬ 
des of many left people differed 
very significantly from the offi¬ 


cial party program and a progressive 
view. The stable antifascist power 
was much smaller than could be 
deducted from the membership and 
propaganda of the KPD and SPD. Sure, 
all left people hated war, they 
wished for liberation and happi¬ 
ness. They also fol lowed their party 
- but that didn't necessarily mean 
they were ready for personal risk 
and private consequences. Their po¬ 
litical views were often limited to 
just the puolic area and they were 
not anchored emotionally into their 
personality. 

The study used questions. “What has 
to be done to improve the world?", 
was, of course, answered by the KPD- 
members, "the ruling class has to be 
crushed!". Well, fine, but when the 
same person answers to the question 
wether children could be raised 
without spanking them with: "Chil¬ 
dren need to be spanked, to teach 
them respect", or when he, like 23 
X of the members of the KPD and in 
opposition to the KPD program, 
thinks that women should not have 
paid labour, then there is something 
wrong. (In the study this is looked 
into in much greater detail than is 
possible here.) 

Of all the KPD-members, social 
democrats and left socialistsin the 
study, only 15 X had both a politi¬ 
cal-programmatic and a private- 
personal revolutionary attitude. 
Only of those could it be expected 
that in critical times they could 
"bring up the courage, the self- 
sacrifice and the spontaneity nee¬ 
ded to lead the few active elements 
and to win over the enemy". 

Another 25X were rated "reliable, 
but not active" and the rest was 
either indifferent or, in the pri¬ 
vate area, utterly reactionary. 

In the KPD there were, relatively, 
four times as many true revolutio¬ 
naries who took private consequen¬ 
ces as in the SPD, especially 
amongst the 'cadres'. But the im¬ 
pression that only the cadres were 
good revolutionaries would be at 
least biased. It were especially the 
non-stalinist communists that were 
not (any more) within the KPD, and 
they were not included in the study. 
Many members, on the other hand, had 
been in the party only for a few 
months at the time of the investi¬ 
gation and the fluctuation between 
the left and right parties was very 
high. 

(One necessary remark has to be made 
on the link between political cons¬ 
ciousness and personal behaviour: 
the study was merely a questionnai¬ 
re; had it looked into the actual 
behaviour -also of the 'private- 
personal' revolutionaries- then the 


results undoubtedly would have been 
even more miserable.) 

Now who is not very curious, what a 
comparable study would bring that 
would investigate current left 
organisations and groups? 


VII. 

"Attempts to name the collective 
subject of a complete social change 
have by and large ended up in one of 
two quagmires. 

Either an organisation -party, trade 
union i.e.- is named, and then the 
revolutionary subject is not one of 
flesh and blood, but an institution 
which is external to it's members, 
but which can be identified exactly 
- by means of it's program,internal 
rules, membership lists. 

Or no organisation is named, but a 
tendency, a cluster of individual 
subjects, whose state of being is 
not reliably identifiable and whose 
program is not available, but has to 
be deduced by interpretation." 
(Ruedi, autonome comrade from Swit¬ 
zerland) 

The two quagmires can be avoided, 
when we talk here about the autonome 
left. This is clearly a tendency and 
no rigid organisation with a fixed 
program. The points on which people 
come together are more defined by 
the itern at stake and change over 
time. Who and what is meant by the 
autonome left, will be clear by 
reading it. 

The autonome left is no ready 
formation for revolutionary changes 
and large parts of the autonomes do 
not want any more solidly organised 
structures. It is more an expression 
of rebellion than of resistance 
against supremacy. In spite of 
occasional initiatives and claims 
to the opposite it is a defensive 
trend - which is not surprising 
considering the balance of power in 
the FRG. 

It is a constituting part of histo¬ 
ry, it did not appear out of nowhere 
around 1980. It's no coincidence it 
was not called to life in the 
factories by the workers. It's no 
coincidence it didn't make it into 
an anti-patriarchal force with women 
at it's head. It's no coincidence it 
is white and virtually exclusively 
German.All this is continued as 
'white spots' in it's theory and 
practice. Oppressive relationships 
in it's own ranks remain invisible 
and some global ones are only picked 
up in a very abstract way with no 
consequences drawn. This is hardly 


ever noticed, because the horizon of 
experience -tJtich has narrowed because 
of these white spots- can be filled 
to thcbrin by those themes in which 
the autonome left is/was strong 
(f.i. squatting, anti-nuclear po¬ 
wer, Hafenstrasse etd.) 

The result of those oppressions that 
are/have been made invisible is, un¬ 
fortunately, that the own victories 
and the campaigns that go with it are 
overrated. Instead of measuring 
against the success of the fight 
against all oppressions, often 
everything is centred around one¬ 
self and one's own projects. A wide 
gap between the situation of the 
immediate surroundings and very 
faraway global goals/utopia's is 
typical of self-centred movements, 
because the realisation of utopia's 
must be preceded by the recognising 
of the oppressions of others and the 
involvement into fighting 'poten¬ 
tials outside the own structures.The 
less this is done, the more stubborn 
the self-centredness becomes and 
the less this is noticed. To be left 
then would only mean to get the stamp 
of approval for one's own project 
or life-style and not the common 
opposition against all oppressions 
and solidarity with all oppressed. 
(The campaign around the IMF-con- 
gress in Berlin 1988 was a good 
example of the, at least partial, 
overcoming of self-centredness.) 

The autonomous left: which class 
does it belong to? What gender is it? 
And what color/nationality? 

-One after the other: 

CLASS POSITION: This is not meant to 
let the criticised economism back in 
by the side entrance again. Revolu¬ 
tionary "truths" cannot be calcula¬ 
ted from the position in the produc¬ 
tion process. 

But class position means a whole lot 
more. It is a deep pre-conditioning 
of attitudes. Someone from a working 
class family has other experiences 
and processes them differently than 
a middle-class child. The factory 
is, depending on the class position, 
normal or external territory; lack 
of money at home is experienced or 
abstract knowledge; also the way of 
patriarchal and racist experience 
is dependant upon class. Political 
targets for attacking are influen¬ 
ced by it: workers with left convic¬ 
tions often fight a daily war 
against their bosses and the com¬ 
mands of capital - those, who can 
study have more room for more global 
activities (there's nothing to be 
said against both!). 

Class position also determines life¬ 
styles (that often appear important 


to autonomes). Factory work makes 
for early sleeping, if you have to 
wear an overall or selling dress 
during the day, you're bound to like 
other clothes than the average 
autonome. If you become an appren¬ 
tice at 16 you don't have much 
opportunity to settle yourself over 
the years in some big-city left 
scene. The life-styles of autonomes 
-also those of autonome women- are 
inaccessible for many class posi¬ 
tions. There are exceptions, but 
they have not influenced the main 
body of the autonome left and the way 
it is composed. 

The rather diffuse autonome class 
position, which in any case is not 
a working class position, creates or 
continues white spots. The problems 
in political relations rest partly 
on ideological elements of the au¬ 
tonomes, who often see or think of 
themselves as 'non-working' (which 
often is not according to the actual 
conditions). 

On the other hand this self-idea has 
to do with the financing of autonome 
life-conditions by tapping into 
state money or that of the parents 
- which has very much to do with 
class position. 

Strikes by industry workers are seen 
as external events, as long as there 
is no major media interest, or no 
cops are involved. The importance of 
state repression is rather over¬ 
stressed and the economic violence 
underestimated. What is happening 
in the small firms and big factories 
in the field of rationalisation or 
small wars and sabotage, is only 
known to autonome specialists. The 
(international) linkage of capital 
and restructuring are taken rather 
from the economics course than from 
the viewpoint of the workers. The 
other ways to fight and to show 
solidarity, which are common amongst 
workers of both genders, usually 
disappear into the white spots. This 
often leads to the general denuncia¬ 
tion of workers as being stupid 
squareheads, who only have themsel¬ 
ves to blame if they go out working. 


"A patriarchal guy cannot be left" 
(any feminist) 

The gender of the autonome left: 
While the class position is no theme 
in it's consciousness and also it's 
triteness is not made into a pro¬ 
blem, for it's patriarchal structu¬ 
res this is somewhat different.That 
is the work of women's organisations 
and feminist ' criticism. The so- 
called 'gender-neutrality' of the 
left was exposed as being based on 
male brotherhoods; the liberation 


of the worker as being indeed just 
the liberation of the male worker; 
the left as a claimed liberated zone 
and model for the utopia's was 
brought back down to the earth of the 
reality of ('private') relations¬ 
hips between men and women. 

If you look at the reach of this 
criticism, it is no wonder that it 
had to fight it's way through to the 
left again and again, also to 
the autonomous left. 

Three examples from the past 20 
years: 

"We can see, what a concrete slab you 
have in front of your faces, because 
you can't see that without your 
doings people are organising, and in 
numbers you would believe to be the 
start of the Red Dawn if they were 
workers." 

(Helke Sander, end of the 60's at a 
congress of the SDS; "the people" 
means the new.women's movement) 

"A carnival of feminists, moving 
through the area, playing pop music, 
dressed up, throwing paint and 
smelling with the stench of a foul 
ideology", in this way spoke the 
then largest Marxist-Leninist group 
KBW about a women's demo. Feminists, 
according to the KBW, were "indeed 
reactionary" and had to be "fought 
mercilessly". (The old cadres of the 
KBW are nowadays often to be found 
in the "realistic" wing of the Green 
party..) 

And in 1989 a strategy paper meant 
to be covering everything for a 
"Radical Left" could get by without 
even mentioning feminist theory. 
Only after protests this was built 
in, but according to participants 
feminist contributions were not 
really listened at, at least not by 
the old left chair persons. 

The consequences of these contra¬ 
dictions are summed up in another 
quotation: 

"Autonome organisation was stressed 
especially against the traditional- 
left organisations, who always claimed 
the leadership about organising, 
ideology and program. The feminist 
claim to autonomy in this sense 
means the rejection of all tenden¬ 
cies that subordinate the women's 
question and the women's movement to 
other, seemingly more general the¬ 
mes or movements. The autonomous 
organisation of women is the expres¬ 
sion of their wish to get the 
qualitatively differing character 
as well as the identity, just as an 
independent powerbase for the femi- 
nist movement" 

(Maria Mies) 
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When autonomous male attitudes don't 
surface quit openly in soaie rituals 
-and then are often attacked by 
women- then the smart thing to do is 
to be 'neutral' towards women's 
positions. This neutrality saves 
clashes with the wome n 's structures 
that have become stronger, but 
doesn't change much in the way of the 
structures and also not in the 
consciousness. Old attitudes are 
just masked and opportunities for 
violence still are valid, as unfor¬ 
tunately many examples show. 

"Up till now the denunciation of 
this has been more moralistic and 
this theiae is preferred to be left 
to social workers and psycholo¬ 
gists. In any case it is not part of 
the politics. Not at all in the 
entire left, and in no way for guys. 
Uhat I can imagine for the mixed 
structures is that we women demand 
from the guys that they cope poli¬ 
tically/organised with the violence 
against women exercised by them and 
their gender in society. They have 
to work over it, think about it and 
have to decide if they want to be 
part of the problem or part of the 
solution." 

(from a letter by a woman in the 
discussion) 

Anti-patriarchal criticism, picked 
up by men, has the same lack of 
credibility as will be expressed in 
the coming quotation by Cheryl 
Benard about the antiracist behavi¬ 
our of whites. But notwithstanding 
that, positions have to be made 
known, because only then can criti¬ 
cism be given. And criticism is 
necessary for change. Gui Ity si len- 
ce or soft mouth-talking is no good 
in critical times. 

There where women's structures are 
less active, the white spots are 
especially large. But a role is also 
played here by hostility towards 
theory, because the oppressive 
relationships that men cannot expe¬ 
rience themselves, can only be 
acquired by theory (with practical 
consequences that have to fol low, of 
course). Hostility towards theory 
is then felt very such according to 
gender, with immediate results for 
the relation between women and men 
in the left. 

The more abstract theoretical texts 
by autonomes ('headbangers') on 
strategies and global issues also 
only put in feminist elements in the 
amount that they are brought in by 
women. Usually there are just a few 
remarks about patriarchy ("race" is 
virtually non-existent as a catego¬ 
ry); they look more like glued to the 
text at the last moment than like 
real thought-about points. The im¬ 


portance and the extent of patriar¬ 
chal oppression are more or less 
lost. 

"The white offers his rejection of 
the ruling values as a proof of the 
commonness of interests, puts the 
problems in more general categories 
that affect both "races" (aliena¬ 
tion, capitalism etc.), but this is 
credible only to some extent - 
because: His duty can never be like 
that of the black, because he still 
can use the privileges of his 
"race". The weaker one is then 
dependent upon the insight of the 
powerful, instead of upon their 
violence" (Cheryl Benard) 

The autonome left in the FRG is 
equipped with the privileges of it's 
whiteness, wether it wants to or 
not. The fact that within the 
women's movement the possibly ra¬ 
cist white spots are heavily discus¬ 
sed at the moment hasn't even 
touched the autonomous left as a 
whole. That it's white spots are 
less in need of correction is 
something nobody will claim. 

Anti-racist campaigns, like those 
against Shell and Daimler in South- 
Africa, are all good and well - but 
they are no proof of the contrary. 
Then this solidarity is practised 
from a distance, from which the 
addressed can hardly reach indivi¬ 
dual left people with their demands 
and criticisms.This solidarity is 
given according to local rules and 
with the perpetuation of the usual 
behaviour. It demands no very close 
reflexes, because it is thought 
about like any other new campaign 
item. 

This is the difference with the 
solidarity towards those that suf¬ 
fer from racism in the own neigh¬ 
bourhood. They could come in and 
question the politics and also the 
life-styles (Like the exiled chile- 
nian illegal man, who wondered why 
people here voluntari ly showed to be 
left by means of a leather jacket and 
kefiya). On them, white spots and 
racist ideas would break. For in 
stance like this: 

"The left people could not imagine, 
that refugees/immigrants could ever 
want anything else than trying to be 
like them; they had rather wanted a 
free-spirited, socialist and inter¬ 
nationalist coloniatised than a 
Muslim,fetishist or Jewl" (Memmi) 

Since over 20 years, millions of im¬ 
migrants and refugees have lived in 
the FRG. They were never present 
accordingly in the movement of '68 
nor in the autonosious left. Partly 
because they didn't want to and 
because of their class position. 


Many immigrants disappeared into 
the private realm after the job and 
into the organisations focusing on 
the country where they came from. 
But the unproblemised "racial" 
neutrality of the left in the FRG has 
also made them invisible and their 
special oppression has only played 
a role in a few groups and campaigns. 
Linked to a eurocentric method of 
analyzing, racisms were named only 
as a result of capitalist stirring- 
up or as neo-nazi-ideology - that 
these racisms represent authentic 
oppression and have evoked ways of 
life just as authentic,fell beside 
the way. 

The communities of the immigrants 
here are to be seen also as the 
result of racisms and communication 
with them was not sought or forced. 
The reason for this is probably that 
the autonomous left -and not it 
alone- has a paternalistic behavi¬ 
our towards for instance the "Turks". 
Uithout any knowledge of their 
structures, their habits in actions 
and their legitimate fears for the 
foreigners' cops campaigns are mounted 
and forced through. 

The usual argument, that most Tur¬ 
kish people don't want any contact 
to the FRG-left, overlooks -when it 
isn't a mixing up of cause and 
effect- the fact that solidaric 
contact is only possible between 
equal sides, that also have to KNOW 
one another. And not every personal 
contact has to be a political one 
right away. Friendship is based on 
respect. And it is exactly that that 
many don't have for the "Turks", and 
they can feel this very accurately. 

A few more examples of the usual 
error of judgement caused by racist 
white spots and eurocentric point of 
view: in rationalisations it aren't 
(»race"-neutral) workers that are 
sacked, but at first the non- 
Germans; in the "Third World" (that 
has to be much better specified than 
is done here) it isn't a ("race"- 
neutral) sub-class that is star¬ 
ving, but poor Blacks; there is such 
a thing as the 'feminisation' of 
poverty, but in the first place in 
the FRG this is a 'Turkisation* of 
poverty; state violence is not 
("race"-neutral ly) directed at all- 
those-that-resist, but first and 
foremost at foreigners; they get 
more trouble and longer jail senten¬ 
ces. The list can be extended. 


VIII. 

"The problem of unity rests on the 
definition of the enemy. That means, 
that only people that identify their 
enemy in an at least very simi lar way 



can hope to unite their powers." 
(Neville Alexander) 

From the page-long showing and 
criticism of white spots arises the 
demand for consequences. But we 
don't want to fall into the old trap 
of thinking out shrewd plans and 
then waiting until they are carried 
out. Here are just a few more general 
thoughts and suggestions, to make 
this paper into something more than 
just ready for the archives.The 
definition of the enemy can be more 
complete with the use of the triple 
oppression. An incomplete recogni¬ 
tion of the enemy always lead to a 
shortening of the liberation fights 
and their utopia's. 

Either the enemy was diminished in 
it's racial aspect and the libera¬ 
tion of blacks was left out or the 
patriarchal aspect was passed by and 
the oppression of women stayed the 
same or the capitalist aspect was 
not seen and (not only) the workers 
had to suffer. 

Urgent consequences of the triple 
oppression: 

* The consciousness of the impossi¬ 
bility to separate the fights against 
all oppressions. 

* The consciousness of oppressions, 
of whose privi leged/oppressing side 
you yourself are on. 

* The departure of the orientation 
on the own interests in the way that 
oppressions that don't hit the left 
in this country so hard are seen as 
more important. 

The claim to personal happiness must 
be measured by that of the less 
privileged. The old contradiction 
between a strategy that wanted to 
realise own ways of life in libera¬ 
ted surroundings, and a selfishless 
revolutionary labour also against 
far-away oppressions, has always 
been present in the autonomous left. 

A result of taking serious the 
triple oppression would be to follow 
the second path. 

Concerning the inner structures of 
the autonomous left, out of the 
triple oppression comes the neces¬ 
sity for autonomous organisations 
according to the oppressions wi¬ 
thin/beside the autonomous left.The 
women's movement has already fought 
and reached this autonomy and has 
not relied on convincing the left, 
but has created it's own powerbase.. 
That is a prerequisite for change, 
because internal oppressive rela¬ 
tions are also violent relations. 
And these cannot be changed harmo¬ 
nically, but only by shifting the 
forces. If this hadn't been done 
women's positions wouldn't have 
been put through today.The acknow¬ 


ledgement of the triple oppression 
would also demand an autonomous' 
organising of workers in/beside the 
autonomous left, so that they can 
put through their positions and the 
autonomous left has to move more 
towards the front against capital. 
The existing workers' groups are way 
too small, unfortunately. 

And not in the last place the triple 
oppression demands the organisation 
of non-Germans, blacks and 
immigrants.Only on the base of 
different autonomies would unities 
be possible again, that are not pos¬ 
sessive, embracive or unequal. 
Alliances are better formed out of 
one's own strength than out of a need 
because of weakness. Here again: 
friendship is based on respect. 

The white left as a whole traditio¬ 
nally has the tendency to be convin¬ 
ced it has a pretty complete, often 
rigid truth. The acknowledgement of 
the triple oppression results in 
learning that "others" (according 
to gender, "race" and class posi¬ 
tion) also have experiences of 
oppression and resistance, expe¬ 
riences however that are subjecti¬ 
vely not even open to “us" and that 
can objectively also only partial ly 
be learned. 

Autonomy means exactly the under¬ 
standing, that any group or indivi¬ 
dual can only decide itself, how it 
wants to and can defend itself. 
Translated, this means the end of 
any eurocentric and ideological 
"missionary consciousness". 

The requested unselfishness is -if d 
only partly, because in a revolutio-* 
nary movement such a moral should 
have it's value- not only a moral 
category. It should be more an 
expression of the knowledge that 
liberation can only exist in the 
removing of all oppressions, so it 
is more a political category.To be^ 
more concrete: The enemy, in them 
guise of the west-German system isl 
changing at the head of the newP 
superpower Europe into a more clear 
form.The capitalist exploitation in 
the country (especially in the 
former GDR) and the imperialist 
influence are sharply on the rise. 
Although hard to imagine, that of 
the "Third World" wi 11 increase even 
more. The racisms are changing, are 
getting stronger on the whole. 
Against Turkish people, Roma and 
Sinti, Polish, Vietnamese and Mo¬ 
zambique people. Also white women 
should lose positions they gained 
and be forced back into the invisi¬ 
bility of the workplace/housewife. 
This is all so obvious and well- 
known, that we don't need to descri- 
be it further here. 

All these changes can be analyzed as 
oppressions in the sense of the 


triple oppression and can be under- 
istood as a whole, that can be fought. 
Whereby that last 'can 1 depends upon 
the requested consciousness about 
the impossibility to separate the 
fights and upon the (organisatio¬ 
nal) consequences that go with it.I 

mr pm « 

To make this recognisable and per-! 
haps to push it along a little bit, 
is the practical meaning of this 
paper. ■■■ 


Hopefully this can be noticed from 
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LET US USE OUR OWN HEADS! 


Shafik Handal in the FRG 

In February this year Jorge Shafik Handal came to visit the FRG. He is one of the commandantes of the 
general-command of the FMLN of El Salvador. In the general-command each of the five organisations which 
form the Front is represented. Shafik Handal is the general secretary of the Communist Party of El Salvador, 
PCS, which is illegal since 1932. He also represents the PCS in the Front. He visited the FRG as the leader of 
the FMLN-delegation in the negotiations. On his tour he had several diplomatic talks but also with 

the solidarity-movement, in which he explained the position of the FMLN and asked for support in the actual 
process of negotiation. This at a time when all attention was paid on the gulf-war and the wars in other parts of 
the world were quite forgotten. 

Following we documenfsome of his positions which we think are important to learn about the questions and 
estimations of a liberation-movement in times of big cracks of all kinds: breakdowns, radical changes and new 
starts. We think it is important to be able to learn from them and start a discussion among ourselves, how we 
can get closer to our aim of liberation together. (Parts are taken from an interview with the LATEINAMERI- 
KA NACHRICHTEN, No. 201,1991). 

We also want this text to be understood in coherence and in continuation of the interview with Hiiseyin Celebi 
in no. 0 and the interviews with the kurdish women in no.2 of this paper. 


When in Novembre 1989 the salvadorenian army answered the offensive of the FMLN (Frente Farabundo 
Marti para la liberation National) with murder and bombardements against the civilians, the US-solidarity 
movement organized a boycott of salvadorenian coffee. Very fast this boycott was supported by many US- 
unions. Ships with coffee from El Salvador were blockaded and could not unload their cargo. Mobilized by this 
success the westgerman solidarity-movement also tried to start a similar campaign. In the harbour of Hamburg 
a coffeeship from El Salvador was shortterm blockaded; they tried to get on the coffeecompanies’ nerves by 
organizing postcard-campaigns and some confusion was raised when faked business letters and coupons (for 
free coffee) appeared. The head-office of TCHlBO for expl. wrote to their branches wa rning of such actions 
... Still until how the campaign in the FRG was not really taken up and only occasional actions were being heard 
of. 

After the FMLN-offensive in Novembre 1989 negotiations started between the fascist ARENA-govemment 
and the FMLN. But everytime when they talk about anything concerning the salvado renian armed forces, ne¬ 
gotiations stop. The Sandinistas failure in the nicaraguan elections, the breakdown of the "real-existing socia¬ 
lism", the gulf-war and the "new" order of the world are facts which objectivly support the fascist regime and 
the option of the armed forces in El Salvador. Scope for the FMLN - military and diplomatic - have to be con¬ 
sidered anew. In different ways they tried to keep initiative: on the military sector they used earth-air-missiles; 
on the sector of negotiations they suggested to demilitarize the country, on the political sector they supported 
the legal progressive groups in the elections on 10th of March. 



There are different ways to support Liberation Movement(s): 

- direct and financially we can support the guerilla and the progressive peoples’ movements; we can support 
them propagandistically; we can discuss a socialist perspective with them; 

- and we can attack those who are responsible for the support of the fascist regime^ we can attack the econo¬ 
mic base of the regime, for expl. the coffeecompanies, here.ADELANTE! 





PART I. Delegates* conference of 
El Salvador-solidarity comltees in 
the FRG; questions and answers 
about the actual political discus¬ 
sion within the FMLN; about the 
elections and the economical ideas 
of the FMLN. The following is 
taken from the LATEINAMERI- 
KA NACHRICHTEN, Berlin 
1991. 


"Question: Is there a political- 
strategic turn within the FMLN 
concerning their conduct in these 
elections? Victor Tirado from the 
FSLN (of Nicaragua) stated that 
military struggle will loose its im¬ 
portance. Can the participation of 
the opposition in these elections be 
interpreted that way that in the 
futre the civil way will be more 
emphazised than the military? 

Shafik Handal: It’s not up to me 
to commend any opinion from 
members of the FSLN. I assume 
there is a controversial debate 
within the FSLN concerning this 
question. For the FMLN I can 
assure you that there is no thought 
about changing our political stra¬ 
tegy. 

Question: Are there different 
opinions within the KP concerning 
the Sovietunioft? 

Shafik Handal: Within the PCS 
the opinions concerning the USSR 
and also the latest developments 
there do not vary a lot. We agree 
that really it was never a socialist 

model . But there is a big 

debate going on in our party about 
the renewal of socialist thinking 
Concerning this question we have 
to use our own heads and stop to 
put models from other parts of the 
world onto ourselves. We activly 
take part in the discussion of the 
whole latinamerican left. There 
was a very important meeting ofleft 
organisations and parties - not only 
co mmunis t - in Sao Paulo last year 
and there’ll be another one in May 

this year in Mexico.We vote 

for a wider attempt, for an exchan¬ 
ge of various left forces. The takeo¬ 
ver of the socialist model of the 


Sovietunion caused some kind of 
ecclesiastical sectarianism with 
which in El Salvador we we already 
broke in the seventies. 

But we will not change our name! 

Question: Obviously the per¬ 
spectives of socialism in El Salva¬ 
dor are discussed with different 
aims including a social democratic 
orientation. Can you explain the 
positions which are discussed in 
the FMLN and in the PCS? 

Shafik Handal: We say we are in 
the stage of democratic revolution 
and we insist upon the democratic 
revolution being a stage on the 
long way to socialism. We will not 
give up the socialist project. We 
assume that there is no alternative 
inside the capitalist system neither 
for latinamerica nor for the whole 
of the so-called third world. The 
latinamerican left interprets the 
events in the Eastern bloc not as a 
thriumph of capitalism but more a 
failure of socialism, better said, a 
failure of a special interpreta¬ 
tion/version of so cialism All the 
daily misery in Latinamerica is in¬ 
separable from the capitalist orde¬ 
ring. We think the idea to change 
our kind of capitalism into anot ■- 
her one, linke in Western Europe 
for example, is extremly naive. 
There have been lots of efforts into 
this direction during the last time 


and all of them failed. There is no 
opportunity for us to leave the 
Third World to become part of the 
first one. This is not a question of 
different degrees in development, 
not a question of stages of develp- 
ment which have to be passed 
through. Dependent capitalism 
has its own structure. It is impossi¬ 
ble to stop his existence. He works 
within the frame of a worldwide ca¬ 
pitalist system. And our logical 
conclusion is therefore that a per¬ 
spective of development for our 
countries is only possible by brea¬ 
king with the capitalist system in 
the centre as well as in the depend¬ 
ent periphery. For us an interme¬ 
diate stage like the western 
european for example is not possi¬ 
ble. An alternative developmental 
stage necessarily has to break with 
capitalism. Therefore it is neither 
pointless nor shadow-boxing when 
we still insist on our aim, which is 
still to work out a socialist project. 
It is our opinion that this is not a 
question of ideology but of practi¬ 
ce. Still we have to admit, that at 
the moment realization of a new 
model which is neither capitalist 
nor state socialist is not the order 
of the day. It’s not the big jump 
forward to socialism which is the 
point today, but the democratic re¬ 
volution which we understand as a 
part of the socialist revolution. It 
mainly depends on the people how 












things will go on therefore we say 
democratic revolution. How the 
progressive forces will be able to 
influence further development will 
also be of big importance. 

Question: You speak of "progres¬ 
sive forces" - is there no more 
"avantgarde"? 

Shade Handal: No, no! Indeed 
this is a different concept as the 
one of the "avantgarde", this 
concept is much wider. But the dis¬ 
cussion about "avantgarde" conti¬ 
nues. Wether parts of the 
progressive forces are avantgarde 
as well depends on their conduct 
and the reaction of the masses. But 
we don’t want to have anything to 
do with the idea of the avantgarde, 
because this includes an absolute 
demand for ever. We have nothing 
to do with that..... 

Question: Which are the ideas in 
the FMLN concerning a new eco¬ 
nomic system? 

• 

Shafik Handal: Of course we 
have no ready recipes no detailed 
plans. Still there are some ele¬ 
ments of a new system which I can 
talk about. It is our Opinion that 
plurality of different kinds of 
private ownership of the means of 
production is part of the democra¬ 
tic revolution. Private property will 
still have its place. We will strengt¬ 
hen co-operative and other collec¬ 
tive kinds of property. Still there 
will be individual kinds of proper¬ 
ty, which means small property in 
contrast to private property. The 
latter we understand as the capita¬ 
list kind of production including to 
revert to labour. In special bran¬ 
ches, especially the one of services, 
there will also be a state sector. 
Therefore this new system will be 
of a pluralistic, mixed economic 
structure. Such a pluralistic econo¬ 
mic structure requires far-rea¬ 
ching steps and the first one which 
has to be taken is the reform of 
agricultural structure. For such a 
new system we also have to search 
for alternative forms of integration 
into the world market which isgo- 
vemed by the capitalist centres, we 
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have to look for room to move, for 
gaps in the market. And the busi¬ 
ness relations to other latinameri- 
can countries have to be built up, 
the key-word here is "south-to- 

south-relation". 

We are convinced that the key for 
economic and social development 
lies in the participation of the 
masses, which has to be ensured to 
a maximum amount. To reach this 
participation the revolution must 
be interested in the daily lives pro¬ 
blems and hat to be able to organi¬ 
ze people in these sectors. Here I 
refer to the burning problems of 


the mass-misery, malnutrition, 
diseas, poor education and pro¬ 
blems of housing. The only way to 
solve all these problems is the par¬ 
ticipation of all the people. 

These ideas are still rather 
general. This is meant to be an 
interim to such a kind of produc¬ 
tion and society which is more suit¬ 
able for the needs of people as the 
present one. 

Question: Before we have been 
talking about the stage of demo¬ 
cratic revolution. Is this more a 
concept of strategy or a temporary 
model? Do you rather mean 
market economy than a central or¬ 
ganized economy? And secondly, 
do you rather mean a stronger in¬ 


tegration into the world market 
than a disconnecting (?) economy? 

Shafik Handal: In this concept 
democratization really is meant to 
be of strategical value. What it is 
not, is the bourgouise democracy, 
which is only based on elections 
and grants some liberties, continu¬ 
ed. What we mean is democracy 
from the roots in any case. Demo¬ 
cratization, democratic revolution, 
is a strategic factor not only in the 
actual stage but also for the coming 
stages when the masses, the 
people, will have the power to 


decide. This is what we think is the 
best way to a socialist society. 

Concerning economy: there will 
not be a total break with the world 
market, no disconnction (?). This 
would mean for us to be autarkical. 
No, this is impossible. The que¬ 
stion for us is, how we will relate to 
the world market. Before I have 
been talking rather commonly 
about looking for gaps within the 
world market and the answers to 
all these question a very difficult 
indeed. I would say that at the 
moment there is nobody who 
would have an answer to how to 

break through this vicious circle 
H 








Part II: ABOUT THE GULF 
WAR 

Shafik Handal: "Obviously the 
Gulf War transfers the East-West- 
conflict to a conflict between the 
North and the South. 

There are very good reasons to 
assume that this war is an aggres¬ 
sion from the North, ecspecially 
from the USA, against the people 
in the South. And it looks as if a 
period of even more misery for the 
peoples in the so-called Third 
World is just ahead. This perspec¬ 
tive is even more alarming when 
you realize that it is connected with 
the declared intention of the 
United States of America to 
become the master of the whole 
planet who dictates every norm. 
All this is for sure, still it would be 
short-sighted to limit the analysis 
onto the intentions. Into this analy¬ 
sis one also has to include the pos¬ 
sibilities for realization of these 
intentions and how long it will take. 
And if we will make these two an¬ 
alysis and hold them against each 

other -.than we will find the 

room and the task for the left. The 
claim in the statements of the US- 
administration, which is the inten¬ 
tion to become the master of the 
world, is due to their perspectives 
a historical nessecity. It is not only 
to use the actual moment, where 
they are the only pole in the world, 
but it also is a question of to be or 
not to be the super power No. 1. 
Not economically but still because 
of their military strength they are a 

super power. 

Well, for a start, with this tempo¬ 
rary end of the East-West-Conflict 
-1 say temporary because no one 
knows, what it will be in the end - 
the USA lost their enemy. Of 
course this is a loss for them and 
this is not only a play of words. Not 
to have this enemy any more is a 
very severe loss indeed as the 
whole economy, politics, ideology 
of the United States and even the 
consciousness of the people were 
dependened on the existence of 

this enemy..After this enemy 

vanished there were two possibili¬ 
ties for the US-Administration: 


either to reform within the capi¬ 
talist system which means to b ring 
economical, political and social 
structures into line with the new 
developments. And indeed there is 
a sector within the US-sodety and 
politics which would dedde to go 
this way. And this sector is not only 
among the poor people but also 
among the very traditional ri ght, 
.This is not a moral phenome¬ 
non but there is a sector which, 
because of a very se lfish interest 
prefers this adaptation of the own 
sodety to the new facts. Economi¬ 
cally this means to reconquer civil 
production against military pro¬ 
duction. 

The other way out of this life 
without enemy was, to look for a 
new one, not to realize reforms and 
to keep the present structures. 
This is the way to keep their role as 
super-power of the world. Being in 
a situation where the USA is left 
the only super-power worldwide 
such a path naturally is very attrac¬ 
tive. Who in the United States 
wanted to go this way?.... the inter¬ 
ests connected with the military 
sector (wanted to go this way): the 
military-industrial-complex. The 
Gulf War makes the decision for 
this second way very clear. And re¬ 
garding all this this war is about 
more them oil. Of course it is about 
oil as well, but the main reason is 
to keep the super-power of the 
United States alive and their 
present economical structure. 


Now, let us face the actual situa¬ 
tion, these decisions and intentions 
with the real possibilities; and it is 
my opinion that the United States 
will not be able to put a new order 
to the world. The only way to reor¬ 
ganize the world in this way would 
be to become the worlds police¬ 
man.But towards the end of the 

twentieth century the world's si¬ 
tuation is much too complicated to 
bare such ideas! Such an intention 
is dedicated to fail from the very 
start. Of course they will try hard 
to carry through this - wrong - way 
and this will lead to a lot of misery, 
bloodshed and deads. But I am 
sure this way will not triumph. First 
because all world's history made 


clear that police never was able to 

stop history.And secondly 

because the United States of 
America do not have the economi¬ 
cal power to keep this path. 

And there are even more reasons. 
This way is simply impossible, it is 

too ambitious.Look what res- 

sources they invest now in this war, 
and this is only a regional conflict. 
And how do they want to govern 
the whole world with such an 
amount of ressources?! Will it be 
possible that Japan and Germoney 
will pay lo thousand million 
dollars every month? This is im¬ 
possible! The longer this war 
against Iraq will last the more 
obvious the delusion of this ambi¬ 
tion will become. Because of this it 
is of concern whether they will win 
this war or not. I think that for the 
whole of the m ankin d it will be 
better if they won't win this war. 
This has nothing to do with 
Saddam Hussein,, that is some¬ 
thing complete different! Saddam 
Hussein the reason for this war? 
This can't be taken seriously! To 
defend a small countries' right of 
self-determination and sover¬ 
eignty is not the reason forthis war, 
this is a typical story of double 
moral standards. How can 
anybody believe this story just one 
year after the US-invasion in 
Panama and the mass bombing 
which had taken place there! Even 
if Mr. Schwarzkopf says, that the 
Gulf is not Panama. And the year 
before that, the invasion of 
Grenada! The history of Latina- 
merica is the history of invasions of 
the USA! Now, who can believe 
that this war has got anything to dp 
with the defense of Kuwait! All of 
us have heard this example, if 
Kuwait were elsewhere and would 
produce something else, things 
would have gone very different. 
And who believes that this war 
aims at the criminal of human 
rights Saddam Hussein?! None of 
those, who say this today - neither 
the US-administration nor the go¬ 
vernment of the Sovietunion - did 
lift a finger when the same Saddam 
Hussein massacred the Kurds. 

It is obvious that especially in the 
so-called Third World this debate 
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now is on the order of the day. All 
the arguments, the motivation, the 
aims about which the United 
States talks cannot be taken 
serious, we should not get mixed 
up there. And also we should not 
get mixed up with the double moral 
standards. This aggression is not 
regional limited but it is one 
against whole mankind. We see 
this in the waste of ressources for 
example. The whole war with its 
censorship and manipulated 
medias is an attack against the 
heads of whole mankind. And if 
the left is not able to get themsel¬ 
ves out of this stupidity she has not 
right to exist. 

And who else shall fight this 
mess? If we think this all over we 
will come to the conviction that 
there will be an answer by the left 
and by the people. And this attack 
won't last long as now we are just 
at the end of the twentieth century 
and the third millenium is ahead 
with all its changes. To start a mo¬ 
vement now is because of the 
moral that it cannot be accepted in 
any case, that thousands of people 
should pay for such (imperialistic) 
plans. There is the opportunity for 
a new world order now, that is for 
sure. This is what the clash is 
about. The imperialists have 
thrown down the gauntlet to us and 
we have to take it up. We should 
appreciate how fast they made 
their wicked intentions clear to 
everyone. For the left in the north¬ 
ern part of the world the moment 
of decision has come; now they can 
prove that her intentions are real 
human, not only for the people in 
the north but human for all 
mankind. There cannot be a dis¬ 
cussion about this point: there is no 
humanity if it is not for the whole 
mankind. Humanity is whole. In 
these times of quarrels between 
the north and the south there will 
be more gaps to remove the sepa¬ 
ration between the people. 

For the left there, is no chance 
than to take up the challenge, here 
you are, ladies and gentlemen, it is 
your task!" 
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Following some extracts from - what we would call a "popular leaflet", 
published by the Coordination of Coffeecampaign El Salvador, c/o 
Dritte Welt-House, Friesengasse 13,6 Frankfurt/Main 90, FRG. 

"El Salvador is a coffee-republic in Centralamerica. This country is as 
small as Hessen (County in the FRG) and the people there are as poor 
as a church mouse. Many people make profit on the coffee from El Sal¬ 
vador: Those few owners of the plantations and working places, the 
dealers, the coffee-companies(not only) in the FRG - and you, because 
never the Germans' favourite drink was as cheap as today.. 

There is war in El Salvador. 

Because the coffee-barons who govern the whole economy, are not 
willing to agree to some reforms. 

Because the armed forces, one of the most brutal military machinery of 
Central- and Southamerica, do their utmost to defend the r uling coffee- 
disorder. Thanks to the military aid from the United States of America 
and also the extensive "foreign aid" from the FRG and other european 
countries they can do this. 

And because the people in El Salvador said "basta!" (= enough!) a long 
time ago and thats because the FMLN (Frente Farabundo Marti por la 
Liberation National) exists for 10 years now._ 

30% of the export of salvadorenian coffee goes into the FRG. This is 
about 4 - 5% of the coffee used in the FRG altogether. This is what of the 
highly qualified salvadorenian coffee is put by the leading coffee-compa¬ 
nies into your bag of coffee, which you buy here. This is the average in the 
coffee of JACOBS, TCHIBO, EDUSCHO or ALDI, who sell about 80% 
of the coffee which you drink. 

The coffee-companies were required not to use salvadorenian coffee 
any longer until the peace negotiations succeeded. In their answer they 
did not refer to this suggestion at alL Instead of that all of a sudden they 
discovered their hearts for the coffee-pickers. 

Ask your local coffeedealer where his coffee comes from. 

Ask the coffee-companies why they buy salvadorenian coffee under 
these circumstances. 

Wherever you buy your coffee - in the supermarket or bakery, where¬ 
ver you drink a cup of coffee - in the canteen, a cafeteria, refectories or 
restaurants - ask where the coffee comes from...". 








SHADOW #16-(MARCH 1991} 



(Exclusive report by COSMO from below the Equator) 

Dec. 11,1990-Diadema, Brazil (a township south of Sao Paolo): When the smoke 
cleared, there were two squatters dead, 47 injured, 23 arrested and a town council 
member with his right hand chopped off. It was an incredible battle, as men, women and 
children fought back against an attack on their squat village by 400 members of a 
Brazilian state police unit called "Tropa de Choquc" (Shock Troop!) armed with guns, 
clubs, protective shields, bullet-proof vests, horses, dogs, and tear gas. The "shock troops" 
arrived to evict the more than 2,000 residents of "Vila Socialista", a sprawling 720,000 
square foot squatter village resting on so-called "private land". Here in Brazil it’s not 
unoccupied buildings that the homeless seek, but unoccupied and unused land to live 
upon. 

Up until the assault by the shock troops, there had been several months of intense 
negotiation between the squatter village and the Diadema town council—an effort 
supported by the office of the newly elected state governor, Luiz Anotonio Fleury, who 
had promised months earlier in a campaign speech to work to guarantee the squatters the 
right to live on this land. During these negotiations, the so-called landowner, Pedro 
Simoes, came up with a promise of his own to the town council that the "invasorcs" 
(invaders!) could buy "his" land, but only after first withdrawing from the land, and that 
all "barracos" (squatter homes constructed of cardboard, wood, stones, bricks, plastic, 
etc.) and other possessions would be "left untouched until the conclusion of business." 

The squatters rejected this offer, for obvious reasons--had the homeless the money to 
purchase land, they certainly wouldn’t be looking to squat on unused and open land 
areas! (Note: In Brazil, the powers that be, as well as the media, always refer to squatters 
as "invasores", or invaders, and their squatting as an invasion.) 

These negotiations continued for several more weeks, as things heated up, and it was 
not until this newly elected governor suddenly changed his mind, broke his campaign 
promise (does this sound familiar?), and removed his support for squatters rights, that 
negotiations broke down and came to a halt, allowing the state police action to proceed. 

When the state shock troops appeared and began their attack on the village with tear 
gas bombs, they were immediately answered with a volley of stones. In many instances, 
brave little children could be seen hurling back tear gas cannisters! The battle raged on 
as the squatters defended themselves with fierce resistance from behind barricades with 
nail-studded clubs, machetes, pitchforks, shovels, and stones. It w-as a valiant effort, until 
the police used deadly force, shooting to death two squatters, only one of whom has thus 
far been identified: a 32 year old man by the name of Milton de Souza. 

In a statement to the press, the state chief of public security, Antonio Mariz, claimed 
that "unknown persons" fired shots at the kops from a "beige car" and that this was the, 
reason for the use of deadly force. Further, the head kop went on to say that the squatter 
village had been "infiltrated" by "strangers" and "outside agitators with the purpose of 
provoking violence"! (Does this also sound familiar?) One cannot help but ask what 
were the kops doing there but in fact provoking a violent confrontation? No kops, no 
riot!! 



Durante o conflito, policial agride com cassetete um invasor caido 


CAPTION READS: "During the conflict, police 
using a club assault an invader on the ground.” 


Although forced from the land, the people have vowed to return. All over Brazil there 
is the plight of the poor, the unemployed, the countless homeless in search of just a little 
space of land to live upon. On the other hand, there arc Jhc selfish few who have the 
most in money, resources, political connections and savvy which enables them to grab vast 
areas of land, motivated by nothing but greed and future profiL This shit can’t go on f 
forever! Even as I write these words, less than half a mile from where I'm now staying (in. 
Salvador), ycl another battle is about to take place! 400 squatters have moved onto 
unused "private" land in an area called Pituacu. The landowner is threatening to bulldoze 
them. The squatters vow to stand and fight. I’m on my way over there this afternoon. 
Tompkins Square Everywhere! FotosM»u«iM» y e»o 



Policiais durante a acao de reintegrate de posse de um terrene particular cm Diadema tnf.entam invasores (ao fundo) com bombas degis 


"Police advance during repossession action of private land in Diadema, confronting invaders (in background) with teargas.” 









What is fc Ii c> re- to do? 


For comrades who ask. "what is to be done?" during this particular historical conjucture, 
a (partial) list of practical things to do... 




slash a tire 
raise a fist 
raise your voice 
raise a child 
wear a mask 
paint a slogan 
paint a dream 
honor the martyrs 
build a barricade 
build a network 
claim your history 
claim the streets 
sing a message 
shoot a bullet 
sow a seed 
set a fire 
break a window 
break a sweat 
rent a safehouse 
learn from workers 
teach a comrade 
mark the time 


free a p.o.w. 
(prisoner of war) 
steal the'files 

steel your heart 

hound a landlord 

feed the homeless 

squat a building 

join a cell 

learn a kata 

memorize the code 
cut the bars 

vault the fence 
clear the perimeter 
swim the river 
disarm the cop 
disable a missile 
create a diversion 
tell a joke 
secure a march 
walk the picket 
pick a lock 
bait a trap 
spring an ambush 
blow a horn 


make a plan 
plan a back-up 
cut the wires 
wreck the tracks 
lose a tail 
find your hope 
raise the stakes 
change your name 
wipe for prints 
test a theory 
challenge a dogma 
change a diaper 
print a leaflet 
forge a document 
shelter a fugitive 
bind a wound 
love a friend 
hold a lantern 
hold your ground 
clean your weapon 
practice your aim 
strike a chord 
strike a blow 


tell the truth 
trick the man 
hold a meeting 
take a beating 
hold your tongue 
watch your Dack 
watch the sky 
cut a trial 
leave no traces 
pick a target 
launch a rocket 
slip the noose 
slip the checkpoint 
use your fear 
tighten the drum 
plant a thought 
tend the orchard 
cherish a tear 
commit it to 
memory 

check your ego 
study the map 


deal with the traitors 
silence the snitch 
start from the scratch 
carry your weight 
take on some more 
fight to love 
say it again 
cross the line 
take us with you 
don't look back 


written by; 


Tim Blunk 

June 1987, U.S.P. (U.S.Priso 
Marion, USA. 






